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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The chapter introduces the background of study, statement of the problem, objective of the study, significance of the research, scope of the study and definition of key term.  
A. Background of Study
Language is social aspect of human life, a fundamental part of human in society and a form of behavior. One of the functions of language is as an instrument of communication. Maintaining relationship with others, it is a symbol of social identify and an emblem of social group membership and solidarity. Without using language, it is hard to imagine how people can cooperate with one another. Communication can be analyzed in term of the person involved and the social context, as well as the language used.
 

Language is means of communication. By using language, people can express ideas, thoughts, opinions and their minds. Language in the world is the most important means in our life because it is impossible for people to communicate with other and carry on their daily activities without using language.
English is becoming popular and the most important language in the whole aspects of life, for understanding literature communication. The student may know about language usage, but they will be unable to use it if they do not practice in daily communication. English is important in this case because it is used in communication and communication is the one of characteristic of human being, for example, as means of communication among people with different backgrounds from many parts of world. 
English is an international language. It means that English is used by many nations. Indonesia is one of the nations which have obliged English as one of lesson taught to the students. According to Harris, English language includes four complex skills listening, speaking, reading and writing.
 

Speaking is one language skill, which plays an important role in oral communication. Teaching speaking in Indonesia is considered to be the most difficult thing because of its English pronunciation, structure, discourse and the social context of the culture and situation. In short, it needs mastery in the linguistic and the culture competence. Besides speaking is difficult, more effort is required on the part of the students and teacher. It is not enough for the students to listen or to speak only. The teacher needs to give the students activities to practice the new speech among the four basic skills of language. Speaking can be viewed as the easiest skill since one can use body language, demonstration, repetition and various other strategies to make one self understand.

Speaking is the main priority in language learning. According to Allen, speaking is sound practice, particularly in the early stage of learning language, to give priority to the development of automatic speech habit. According to Brown and Nation, when learners begin to speak in another language, their speaking skill will need to be based on some forms focuses learning.

In speaking, the students usually reflect the language they use at home. In social life, it can be seen when they speak by using different intonation, vocabularies, and structure. So, to make the students practice in class, first, the teacher needs to adopt and vary of techniques of teaching. They include role play, retelling, group discussions, and feedback. Secondly, teacher needs to get involved in the class because it is very important for the teacher.

Many students of junior high school (SMP) are lack of vocabulary and structure. Their English sentences have a lot of mistakes both in written and oral communication. This is problem for the students why the students can not speak very well. Because of that, the teacher must have ways to help students to improve the speaking skill. 
One of ways is speaking activities in classroom, in order that the students to be used to speaking in classroom. Speaking activities and speaking practice in the classroom should enable students to gain experience using the entire question for effective oral communication that have been mentioned.
 Speaking activities, like listening activities, can be presented a continuum from easier to more difficult tasks, for example, group discussions.

Group discussions are an effective speaking activity in large classroom. Students in the second or foreign language classroom should have many opportunities to participate in-group discussions, doing brainstorming, and in many other speaking activities where they need to participate by producing a word, a term and expression or a clause and not necessarily maintain a long stretch of conversation
.
The next thing is how a teacher uses media in their teaching media. Media has important function in teaching learning process. By using media, students will understand what a teacher explains. Meanwhile from point of view of the teacher, it will be easier for him/her to transfer their knowledge to the students.

Nowadays, speaking almost becomes an interesting issue in English study. Take for instance, our today’s national curriculum particularly in English leads students to learn English more communicatively. The teacher are demanded to make her classroom as a communicative environment, get it to be real word for learning new language and get involved more in producing teaching innovation
. The teacher should realize the student’s condition and student’s need. Moreover, it is expected that teacher find good method applied in teaching and learning process. 

Beside that, the availability of teaching media gives opportunity to the English teacher to teach English to the students effectively. Therefore, it is necessary for the English teacher to present the material in suitable ways. The use of an appropriate media can stimulate the student’s interest in involving themselves into the new subjects. Consequently, they can understand it easily. For example, by presenting the stick figure as the media of teaching speaking, it gives positive interest to the students.
Stick figure is simple picture media with circle line. For teachers who cannot draw well, he/she can use simple picture to explain subject material by   making line and circle (stick figure). This picture is used by most teachers for all level lesson or skill. This picture is not only interesting for teacher but also can make students enthusiastic to study and clarify idea and express information.

Many students have a lot of mistakes both in written and oral communication because they were lack of vocabulary and structure. So, the students can not speak very well. Besides, they have low motivation so that, they were difficult learn English. Based on these characteristics the writer decides improving the speaking skill by using stick figure in MTsN Aryojeding Rejotangan.
B. Statement of The Problem

1. How can stick figure improve the students speaking skill at second grade of MTsN Aryojeding Rejotangan?
2. How can the use of stick figure increase the student’s participation in teaching and learning process? 

C. Objective of The Research

In accordance with the research problem, this study will be directed to improve the students’ speaking skill by using stick figure. Besides this research will be intended to find out stick figure to increase the student’s participation in teaching and learning process.
D. Significance of The Research
This classroom action research can help teacher to have more various ways in teaching speaking skill by using stick figure. So:
· For teacher:
1. Stick figure can create an atmosphere in which students learn English naturally.
2. Stick figure can make the students in the classroom situation active in speaking.
· For students:

1. Stick figure can help the students to produce vocabulary
2. Stick figure make the students more joyful to have a new experience or new impressions for further researcher

3. Using stick figure make the students easy in learning.

E. Scope and Limitation of the study
In order to get focus in conducting the study the writer limited the scope of the study as follows:

1. The study focused in improves the students’ speaking skill using stick figure as media and increase the students’ participation.
2. The subject of this study was the second grade students of MTsN Aryojeding Rejotangan in Academic Year of 2009/2010.
F.  Hypothesis of Research
Based on “oxford advanced learner’s dictionary (1995: 586) “hypothesis is an idea or a suggestion that is based on known facts and it used as a basis for reasoning or further investigation”
. From the definition above it can be formulated that the hypothesis of this study is the use of stick figure can improve the speaking skill and participation of second grade students of MTsN Aryojeding Rejotangan.
F. Definitions of Key Term
· Stick figure is simple picture media with circle line. For teachers who cannot draw well, he/she can use simple picture to explain subject material by making line and circle (stick figure). This picture is used by most teachers for all level lesson or skill. This picture is not only interesting for teacher but also can make students enthusiastic to study and clarify idea and express information.

· Speaking is the productive skill in the oral mode. It, like the other skills is more complicated that it seems at first and involves more than just pronouncing words
.
· Speaking skill refers to a person ability to speak or communicate with other people. 
· Speaking is very important in our life. Richard (1986 : 17) states speaking ability is described as the ability to express one self in life situation, or the ability to report act or situation in price word or the ability to converse or express sequence of ideas fluently.
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