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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter the writer describes the background of the study, the problem of the study, the objective of the study, the hypothesis of the study, the significance of the study, scope and limitation of the study,  and the definition of key terms, and organization of study.  

A. Background of study

A medium (plural, media) is channel of communication.
 Media in the teaching and learning are very important. The media are helpful in delivering information and can help to make simple the teaching process and to make it perfect, as well as allow teaching to practice to principle of object teaching and learning illustration. The aim of media are instrument of motivation if they are used to stimulate learning, and the media in teaching English is very important, because teaching vocabulary without using one of the media will not give good result. 

Media can be subdivided into three kinds.
 There are; audio, visual and audio visual. Audio media is a media that can be listened this media is used to listen and understand oral text, for example, radio, cassette recorder, and tape recorder. Audio visual media is a media that can be watched and listened, for example TV, OHP, and film. Visual media is a media that can be watched and touch for example, picture, realia, map, and miniature. The most used by the teacher are picture, flash cards, and real object (banana, mango, dictionary, etc). This research focuses on flash card as a visual.
Among the media (visual) flash card is debatably questioned its use for teaching vocabulary to elementary students. Flash cards are one of the most well known aspects of learning and retaining vocabulary. There are several researchers who have questioned its ability to assist students in reading comprehension and memorization in vocabulary words. However in some studies, it has been found that children who use vocabulary flash cards, for both words and phrases, had a significantly higher understanding and comprehension level with both new words as well as with reading.  This shows the concept of vocabulary training with these types of tools is effective for children who are applying new words with vocabulary and communication.

Flash card is well known as anything. We learn while relaxing or having fun, we learn with easier and the information we store this way longer lasting and can be used more effectively. We will be amazed by the amount of language learning techniques out there that don’t take advantage of this and instead, tend to follow the more rigorous path. Sure, flash card as “fun learning” won’t be as fast or intense as the rigid methods.
 Flash card is suitable media for teaching learning process. Especially, in teaching and learning vocabulary. 

Today, mastering vocabulary is much needed. Getting information from all of the mass media or anything else is very important especially for the youth or the students. It can assist them to broaden the knowledge and to study a certain academic discipline. A student is expected to master vocabulary because most of the information that they need use English, so that the student must have large vocabulary to know what the information talk about.

Based on the real fact, teaching English in elementary school is just as a local content. Teacher does not consider the importance of English teaching in the elementary school. They underestimate English language. So every teacher who is not competent in teaching English can teach it. Consequently, there will be many misunderstandings or error in teaching English. Teachers’ competence is much needed. A teacher has an important role because she/he will bring the students to the likeness and consistency in learning English.

The teacher also guides the students to be able to read, listen, speak and write. But before mastering these skills, the students need vocabulary. It is the essential things in term of learning second language. So teaching English in elementary school is emphasized on vocabulary.

Although in general students are more motivated being taught by using flash card, the English teacher of SDI Qurrota A’yun seem to have no interest. There are two reasons why the writer tries to use flash card in teaching vocabulary to the second year students of SDI Qurrota A’yun. The first, is  the uses of flash card are suitable in teaching vocabulary. The second is teaching English in Elementary school is not as important as other subjects or  not all elementary schools consider English as an important subject 
Based on the explanation above, this thesis is focused on: improving student’s vocabulary by using flash card, especially for second year students. So in this study, the writer gives the title “The Effectiveness of Using Flash Card in Teaching Vocabulary to the Second Year Students of SDI Qurrota A’yun Ngunut - Tulungagung”.

B. Problem of the Study

Based on the statement above, the writer can formulate the research problems as follow:

1. How is students’ mastery on vocabulary  before taught by using flash card?

2. How is students’ mastery on vocabulary after taught by using flash card?

3.  Is there any differences between students’ mastery on vocabulary before and after taught by using flash card?

C. Ojective of the study

This study purposed to collect information as follow:

1. To know students’ mastery on vocabulary before taught by using flash card.

2. To know students’ mastery on vocabulary after taught by using flash card.

3. To find out whether there are differences in the students’ mastery on vocabulary before and after taught by using flash card.

D. Hypothesis of the study

In this research, the researcher has two kind of hypothesis, they are:

1. The  Null Hpothesis (Ho)
There is no difference in the students’ mastery on vocabulary before and after taught by using flash card.
2. The Alternative Hypothesis(Ha)

There is significant difference in the students’ mastery on vocabulary before and after taught by using flash card.
E. Significance of the study

Theoretically, the result of this study will give contribution to the theory of teaching vocabulary by using flash card, and to the discussions on the importance of flash card in improving young learners’ mastery on vocabulary.
Practically, This study is expected to give contributions to:
1. The English Teacher: 
It can help teachers in delivering the effective way on teaching learning process on vocabulary by using flash card. It will provide some information about students’ mastery on vocabulary.

2. The students:
There are many advantages of this study for students. This study helps the students in gaining their motivation in learning English especially in vocabulary and it can help the students to express their idea easily. Therefore, they will be happy to have new impressions on vocabulary by using flash card. 

F. Scope and limitation of the study

The scope of this study is to describe the effectiveness of improving students’ mastery on vocabulary by using flash card at LPI Qurrota A’yun. The analysis is focused on the effectiveness of flash card.

To simplify and to make the problem clearly and to avoid misunderstanding and in order to avoid the large discussion, the writer limits the problem of the research as follows:

a. This study focuses on the students’ mastery on vocabulary before taught by using flash card.  

b. This study focuses on the students’ mastery on vocabulary after taught by using flash card.  

c. This study focuses on the difference between students’ mastery on vocabulary before and after taught by using flash card.

G. Definition of key terms

The definition of the key terms in this research are used to avoid misunderstanding. The definition of key terms is devided into two parts, they are:

1. The Conceptual Meaning

a. The Effectiveness

effectiveness means producing the result that is wanted or intended.

b. Flash Card

Flash card is any of a set of cards bearing information, as word or number, on either or both sides,used in classroom drills or in private study. .

c. Vocabulary Mastery

Mastering vocabulary is ability to understand and use the words that have been presented into language.

2. The Operational Meaning

To know the level of the effectiveness of using flash card in teaching vocabulary, this study uses the students’ mastery on vocabulary based on the score of re and posy tests. If the students’ score of the test before taught by flash card is better than that after using flash card, it means that the use of flash card is not effective. And, if the student’s score of the test after using flash card is better than that before using flash card, it means that the use of flash card is effective.
H. Organization of Study

This thesis is dividing into five chapters:

Chapter I
: Introduction; it consists of background of the study, the problem of study, the objective of the study, the hypothesis of the study, the significant of the study, , scope and limitation of the study, definition of key terms, and organization of the study.
Chapter II
: Review of related literature; it consists of flash card, vocabulary, teaching vocabulary, students of elementary school, teaching vocabulary by flash card to students of EYL. 

Chapter III
: Research Methodology; it consists of research design, setting and subject of the study, the population and sample, variable of the study, data and data sources, data collecting method and instrument, and technique of data analysis.  

Chapter IV
: Research Finding and Discussion; it consists of a brief description of research object, teaching English by using flash card, data presentation, data analysis.

 Chapter V
: Conclusion and Suggestion.
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