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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, the researcher will present seven topics related to this study. Those include background of the study, formulation of the study, the purpose of the study, the significance of the study, scope and limitation of the study, definition of key terms and research paper organization 

A. Background of the Research

A language is a signaling system which operates with symbolic vocal sound, and which is used by a group of people for the purpose of communication. Language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbol which permits all people in a given culture, or other people who have learned the system of that culture to communicate or to interact (Susanto, 2007:2). Every country in this world has their own language. People in each country use it as a mean for communication. It can be a communication among people or even the communication among countries around the world. Everyone understands their own language, so that they can communicate with other people. 

Nowadays, English is a language that is used by most of countries around the world, because it becomes an international language. English will bring someone or even a country to be more improved. People can interact with international people, and the country itself can cooperate with other countries well. All of those can run well with an international language that is English. It is impossible for them to interact with other without using same language. Therefore, many people try hard to learn English as international language.

Considering about the importance of learning English, in Indonesia especially, learning English becomes a main priority. English is taught to the students from any level of school, from the beginning level until in the upper level that is in the university. Learning English is not easy, because the students feels hesitate to learn English. They think English is not their language. They think that English is so difficult, so the students are really afraid to learn English. In other hand, there are many Indonesian students like English very much. They really want to learn English. They join English course, study hard, and read more about English to improve their knowledge about English. The government also tries to introduce English as early as possible. From the kindergarten level, the children are also taught English. Thus, we know how important English is in Indonesia.

Language is identical with some skills; those are speaking, reading, writing, and listening. Nevertheless, among those four skills, speaking is most important skill that should be mastered by someone. Speaking is the activity of giving speeches and talks. Language will be useful if someone can use it spoken activity. It means that learning language is not only learning about theory, but also learning how to practice it in a real communication, that is speaking skills. Therefore, speaking skill is the most important skills among four skills in English. Language is measured by its result in speaking skills or oral communication. In other word, we can measure the ability of language from his/her ability in speaking. 

Every citizen has an equal right to obtain a quality education, and citizens who have physical, emotional, mental, intellectual and social development are entitled to special education (Sisdiknas, 2003: 2). Based on the statement above we have seen that the means of education not only for normal children, but also for abnormal children, one of them is autism children. Autism is a neurologic developmental disorder that affects brain function; damage the brain development of the central area of social interaction and communication skills. Hitipieuw (1999:17) says that autism is the term aberrations that arise in children very early on, which is characterized by a disturbance in the development, communication and social skills. While the under Judarwanto (2004), autism is a pervasive developmental disorder in children who are on the mark with a disturbance in their cognitive, language, behavior, communication and social interaction. The word pervasive states that a person suffers damage deep inside (Peeters, 2004:4). 
It is communication rather than language difficulties that are characteristic of autism in spite of the very obvious abnormalities and delays in the development of language that are often present. Because autism is a beological disorder affecting brain function, it is likely that whatever has led to the autism may have caused additional disturbance to brain function, and ‘pure’ autism, without additional developmental problems, will only be present in a minority of cases. Many individual with autism, therefore, will have additional problems which lead to further language difficulties. Severe learning difficulties or associated specific language difficulties often mean that general language development is severely delayed and in a significant minority of cases the individual remains mute.

This may be because of spesific language difficulties which mean the child has no natural inborn mechanism for learning the structure of language. It is known that autism is associated genetically with language disorder and that there are often language difficulties in family members of individuals with autism. But this association is not there in every case and some individuals with autism have an ability to acquire the structural aspect of language as a special ‘is let of ability’ (which may extend to foreign languages) (Jordan, 1995:71)
Actually in Indonesia there are autism childrens, although they are abnormal children certainly they also needs the best aducation like normal childrens generally included one most important lesson is English language. Manay institutions of education are available for special childrens needs, included the autism childrens. The various institutions are giving choises to the parents of autism children to give best education for their children, such as SLB (schools for students with special needs), inclusive educations, or formal institution of educations like generally. In Tulungagung not every formal education schools are receive the abnormal students like autism students, because most of them doesn’t ready to it, then for the parents from autism childrens who desire their children to entering in formal school are obstacle. One of formal institution education in Tulungagung that received abnormal students is Al-Azhaar Tulungagung. Various abnormal students are school here, and they are mixed with the normal student when studying in the class, because of it the lessons are aqual with the normal students included English speaking skill. 

Related to this research, there is no previous study research about speaking learning process for autism student, but the researcher find the study about the teaching learning process of speaking for normal student. The study had written Sayyidah Alawiyah (2011), the student of English department of STAIN Tulungagung. The title is “the teaching and learning of speaking at holiday English dormitory program at Pare”. Certainly it is different level object of student and different level of institution also; that we know in Pare is informal institution of education. 
The researcher is focused to research in SDI Al-Azhaar Tulungagung. From the various abnormal students in Al-Azhaar, the researcher focused in autism students only. As autism childrens they have different levels and characteristics, and may present a variety of the way on speaking skill learning process. Autism children might be completely nonverbal, have limited to study language, moreover foreign language such as English language especially in speaking skill. Based on the background above the research is interested in conducting a study about speaking learning process of autism student especially for elementary students. The researcher will know the autism student learning on speaking and the aspect to support autism students learning on speaking. So in this study, the researcher conduct the title “A Case Study on Speaking Learning Process of Autism student at SDI Al-Azhar Tulungagung”

B. Formulation of Research Problem
Based on the background of the study, the research problems of the study are formulated as follows:

1. How is the speaking learning process of autism students at SDI Al-Azhaar Tulungagung?

2. What are aspects supporting autism student in speaking learning process?
C. Purpose of the Research

Based on the background of study mentioned above, the writer states objective of study as follows:

1. To know the speaking learning process of autism students at SDI Al-Azhaar Tulungagung

2. To know aspects supporting autism student in speaking learning process


D. Significance of the Study
The Researcher hopes that the result of the study will give contribution to:

1. The School

The result will be useful for the school as informative data in learning on English speaking for autism students. Moreover, the other schools can apply the strategies according to the result of the research. So, it will be useful for other schools also.

2. The Parent

Parents of autism students can better understand the nature of children in English speaking learning that can help and give supports to children learning at home.

3. The readers 
The result of the study will give information to the readers about the different study in English speaking for autism students.
4. The Writer
The author can understands and get a very useful new knowledge from the research results, and hopes to apply it in public.
E. Scope and Limitation of the Research
Based on the problem that the researcher obtained the scope in this study are to know the speaking learning process of autism students and the aspects to support autism student in speaking learning process at SDI Al-Azhaar Tulungagung. There are three autism students that study in SDI Al-Azhar Tulungagung, they are Yuma Cesar Ardani in first grade, Al Mizan Amir in third grade, and Haki Banend Fatahillah in four grade 
F. Definition of Key Terms
In this part, there are some explanations from the title mentioned in the previous item. The title is “A Case Study on Speaking Learning Process of Autism student at SDI Al-Azhar Tulungagung”

The definition of key terms as follows:

1. Speaking: Speaking is one of skill that use of voice to say something in English. For autism student it is very difficult to learn but they possible to learn it because they having pretension to speak or communication (Peeters, 2004:67).
2. Learning process: Education or learning activity and such it is fraught with misunderstandings for the pupil with autism, but also for the teacher of such a pupil. Unless the teacher is aware of the difficulties engendered by autism, behavior may be misinterpreted as rude or lazy and the child either labeled as having emotional and behavioral difficulties (if there are no general learning difficulties) or said to be unmotivated with a short concentration span, or labeled hyperactive and classed as having severe learning difficult (Jordan, 1995: 6), but by special ways as they needs it is possible for them in many learning process, moreover they able to achieve some of it.       
3. Autism Student: autism is the term aberrations that arise in children very early on, which is characterized by a disturbance in the development, communication and social skill (Hitipieuw, 1999:17). 
According to the resource, autism is abnormal student and getting difficulty to study; their ability cannot be the same with normal student generally. 

G. Research Paper Organization

The organization of research paper is given in order to make the readers know and understand the content of the paper easily. The organization of this research paper is given as follows:

Chapter I: Introduction 
The introduction deals with the background of study, formulation of research problem, the purpose of the study, the significant of the study, scope and limitation of the study, definition of key terms, and research paper organization.

Chapter II: Review of related literature
It consists of some explanations based on the title. It includes the teaching and learning speaking, the definition of autism and the development of language for autism.
Chapter III: Research Methodology 
It covers about research design, data sources, data collecting method, data analysis, and data validation.
Chapter IV: Finding and discussion 

It discussed about the description of the object, data presentation, data analysis, and interpretation as the result of the study.
Chapter V: Conclusion and suggestion 
It is presents the conclusion of the study and suggestion for further study.
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