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CHAPTER IV

RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION

In this chapter, the writer analysis and discuss in detail the main character's conflict in straight, the cause and the effect of the conflict and the development of the plot.

Research finding

A. Steve Knickmeyer's Biography 

Steve knickmeyer,(Born October 11, 1925), better known as steve knickmeyer, is an American novelist and screenwriter. His earliest published novels in the 1950s were westerns, but Steve went on to specialize in crime fiction and suspense thrillers, several of which have been adapted into successful motion pictures or TV movies.

Steve knickmeyer, born in New Orleans, Louisiana, but because his father worked as a site locator for General Motors, the family moved frequently for several years. In 1934, the family finally settled in Detroit, Michigan. Steve knickmeyer, has made the Detroit area his home ever since.

In the 1930s, two major events occurred that would influence many of his works. Gangsters such as Bonnie and Clyde were making national headlines, as were the Detroit Tigers baseball team. From about 1931 to 1934, Bonnie and Clyde were on a rampage; they were killed in May 1934. The Tigers made it to the World Series in 1934 Steve knickmeyer, turned these events into lifelong fascinations with both sports and guns. 
Steve knickmeyer,  graduated from the University of Detroit Jesuit High School in 1943 and immediately joined the Navy, where he served with the Seabees for three years in the south Pacific. In 1946 he enrolled at the University Of Detroit, where he pursued writing more seriously, entering his work in short story contests and sending it off to magazines. A year before he graduated, he got a job as a copy writer with Campbell-Ewald Advertising agency, a position he kept for several years as he wrote on the side. He graduated in 1950 with a degree in English and Philosophy.

Steve knickmeyer, had his first success in 1951 when Argosy published the short story "Trail of the Apaches". During the 1950s and early 1960s, he continued writing westerns, publishing over 30 short stories. He wrote his first novel Stright, in 1976 and followed this with four other novels.

He has been commended by critics for his gritty realism and strong dialogue. His writing style sometimes takes liberties with grammar in the interest of speeding along the story. 

B. Synopsis 

Richard Straight  had once been a very fine cop .But standard police inquiry cleared straight of  any malfeasance. Because of that he fired from his job. Now he was a hired assassin. He had developed a good reputation throughout New York City. People spoke of him as a straight shooter. He had been tracking a professional hit. A newspaper reporter had been wasted. The man had written several complimentary stories about straight, and straight was reveling in a righteous investigation. Until one day he meet August McEachern. Straight offered his services.

In the following years straight handled eleven more jobs for McEachern. He was soon trusted employee, and McEachern began to call on him to use his homicidal talent in more sensitive jobs.straight developed a new reputation. It wasn’t as widely recognized as his reputation as a good cop had been, but it was more potent. The mention of straight’s name could strike fear into the hearts of handful of men throughout the United States. He became an expert in accidental death. McEachern give him a contract to kill Arthur Taber the owner of jewelry store in Solano, Oklahoma, and he wants it to look like suicide.

McEachern want he do it together with Coady. Actually straight can do it by himself. Behind all, McEachern has another plan and job for Coady. After they kill Arthur Taber, he wants Coady to kill straight and lose the body. And straight didn’t know it.

After they checked and observed the Arthur Taber’s house for some days. On Thursday afternoon, Straight kill Arthur Taber in the bathroom. Straight slaughtered Arthur Taber’s throat with the razor and put the razor in right hand of Arthur Taber.

Tracy Zantel his waitress goes to Arthur Taber’s house. But she get him was dead in the bathroom. Then she called the police. The police decide Arthur Taber kill himself.But Tracy Zantel disbelieve it. So she hire a private investigator, steve cranmer to investigate this case. Steve cranmer do it together with his partner, Butch Maneri .so they investigate every people who had close with Arthur Taber and his partner in jewelry store. They get difficultness to solve the  mystery of Taber dead. For some times they feel doubt about this. From the explanation of Tracy Zantel, when she arrived at Taber’s house he find Taber was dead in the bathroom. Firstly, she knocked the door of bathroom and tried to open the door but the door was locked. Some times after that the door was opened. And she got Taber was dead. Then the question is who opened the door.

She also mention that Arthur Taber have a big black cat namely Orestes. And the thing about it is Orestes can open the bathroom door from the inside. Cranmer disbelieve it so he went to Taber house to prove the truly. It is be complication to know that Taber kill him self or not. Then he made demonstration the cat locked in the bathroom and the cat can opened the door. Then he believe it.and he  believe that Taber Wasn’t kill himself.

In other side Straight know get information there are private investigator Cranmer and Maneri are called to take a look. Behind Taber’s death. Then straight arrange the plan to cover the Taber death. He knows some one who knows them when at Taber’s house his name is Rope. Coady look for him and killed him. Then they determine to follow Cranmer to know where his motel. But there Dreiser who knows it so they kill him. Finally they know crammers live in hotel in Medwick.

And in this case Coady make a fault that make straight angry. coady remember he get another job fromRimson after killing Arthur Taber He must kill straight. But straight knew if he also be the target by Coady after killing Arthur Taber. So taber was his target, and he was Coady’s target. That’s why they sent him along, Straight have never been able to understand that.

And in the fact coady is one who has killed his wife, Jill. Coady’s partner who during the time he knows as Spinoza is Straight. Spinoza’s just an old philosopher friend of him. He borrows his name on jobs because there are very view people who have ever heard of him. Makes it remarkably easy to check into hotels and rent cars. And then Straight kill Coady by shoot him with his 45-caliber.

He has prepared his 45-caliber aiming towards the door to greet Cranmer, a private investigator. On the other hand Cranmer dorne Donald's arrival, a newspaper reporter. Heard gunshots. he stopped his conversation with Donald Dorne and investigate where it came from the sound. No need to get in time where the sound is because it comes not far from his room. Then he entered in the room he found two men, one dead on the floor with blood that was fresh and the others welcomed. So Cranmer interrogates straight and from this interrogation straight finally admits that he who killed Taber. after that Straight wants to shot cranmer but cranmer have first anticipated so he shot Straight precisely through the heart. Finally all the problem solved and straight was dead.

C. The character in steve knickmeyer's straight 

In a work of straight for the reader there are major character and minor character. The major character of straight novel ideally , each main character, sometimes called the protagonist, will be a fully described, complex individual who possesses both good and bad traits. for example , some characters of the actors in major character are : 

· Ricard Straight
: ex-cop

· Jill


  straight’s wife

· August McEachern
: man from Chicago

· Rimson

: august partner

· Hamilton coady
: straight’s partner

· Peter brindle

: solano’s Mayor

· Donal dorne

: a newspaper reporter

The minor character of straight’s novel , the main character is called the antagonist. The character is shown as all evil or all frivolous people. for example , in straight’s novel some characters of the actors , there are :

· Hamilton coady
: straight’s partner

· Steve crammer
: A private investigation

· Cindy dawson

: a secretary of cranmer

· Butch Maneri

: a partner of cranmer

· Arthur taber

: the owner of jewelry store in Solano

· Denis


: Taber’s wife

· Michael rope

: partner of Taber

· Tracy zantell

: a waitress of Taber

· Mr.cook

: prospective costumer

· Martha henning
: the sales girl

· Dr. keating

: a medical examiner

· Arnold dreiser

: investigator for the company  

D. The characterization of straight
Characterization refers to Steve knickmeyer help the reader to know the character. The most obvious way an author can do this is to describe the character's physical appearance and personality. Portraying the character's emotional and trait or revealing his relationship with other characters are more subtle and effective techniques.

The writer was finding the characterization of Straight that is interpreted by Steve Knickmeyer straight is ex-cop. Now he was a hired assassin. People spoke of him as a straight shooter. He had been tracking a professional hit. A newspaper reporter had been wasted. The man had written several complimentary stories about Straight. 
E. The main character's conflict in Steve knickmeyer 's straight
Straight’s conflict are divided in two kinds. They are external conflict and internal conflict :

1. External conflict

This type conflict is conflict that came from out of the person . It can be combination of    conflict person-against-person ,person-against-society and person-against-nature. The external conflict in Steve knickmeyer straight that happen to the main character, the writer found such as :

Chapter I

Page 21

· He pick up the phone again. "I'd rather work alone," he said.

"I'm not giving you a choice, Ricard.,"McEachern said smoothly.

This statement we know Straight complaint on Mr. Mceachern in order to give the freedom to do it by himself. But Mr. Mceachern rejected by not giving a choice, because he's got his own interests and intentions are not told to straight.

Chapter IV

Page 109

· "I don't have to ask if you know me. The question is what do you plan to do about it," 

This excerpt shows the conflicts that occur in a straight with Mr. Rope who knew that Straight at the time was at Taber home.

Page 110

· "You've given us some anxious moment, Mr. Rope," said Straight.

Straight worry at Mr. rope who have known his existence at Taber’s home, though Mr. rope lose track of in fact straight.
Page 110

· "Personally I don’t agree with their thinking." Straight confided. "I see it this s way. We all know you haven't said anything about it. Now, I have a high regard for trust, Mr. Rope. I wouldn’t find too difficult to trust you to remain silent. That is, I wouldn't find it overly straining if I knew what your motive are. Now, that's reasonable, isn't? I'm perfectly willing to let the past sleep-if you can assure me you're not a walking alarm clock. Can you give me that assurance, Mr. Rope?

This quotation show the conflict between straight and Mr. Rope. Straight force Mr. rope to tell what Mr. rope do and know at the time of straight reside in house of Taber and what his motive.
Page 113

· "you still haven't explained why you didn’t go to the law ?" straight said

Mr. Rope don’t tell why he didn’t go to the law, it make straight more angry straight didn’t get the point the reason yet. 

Page 116

· "You see how it is, Mr. Rope," straight calmly. 

· "We can have you whenever we want you and we'll know what you're doing. So don't get any foolhardy ideas.". 
Straight Mr. rope threatening not to do things that are considered to be a straight fool. And it make Mr. rope frightened because he felt threatened his soul.
Chapter VI

Page 164 

· Straight glared across the room at coady . "here you grown found that adhesive tape ?" he snarled.

· Jeeze, Spinoza , don't take it out on me," he said plaintively . "is it my fault?"

This quotation show that Straight angry and snap at coady which have done the mistake.
Chapter VII

Page 199

· Straight smile held a trace of amusement. "So Taber was my target , and I was your target ," he said. "That why they sent you along . I've never been able to understand that. Is that why you left the car and went into the Taber house?

This quotation indicates that Straight know he was being coady target. Therefore, coady disobey his instruction to stay in the car, but coady leave the car, and of course straight angry to coady. 

Page 199

· "You make a poor subject, coady," straight told him. "It requires emotions, or even intellect, to fear death. You seem to lack both qualities. Speaking for my self, I find the notion of death quite restful. You want to hear something ironic, coady? Something funny, in your language?"
This statement tell straight unsatisfied to coady because there are some fault of coady work.
Page 205

· “I hired you to kill me .I’m making you a hit man ,”straight said.

Cranmer scowled at him, “what make you I’ll kill you ?” he demanded.

Straight shifted the colt slightly in his hand.”Because I’ll force you , Steve.”

This quotation tells that straight assume cranmer want to kill him because he will force cranmer.

Page 207

· “I’ve enough of this chatter,steve, I’m going to rise this gun slowly . If you let me get it high enough,I’ll kill you. One more won’t make any difference to me.”

This quotation tell us that Straight threat Steve cranmer, he want force to kill him.
2. Internal conflict

Here, the writer find straight struggling himself, his conscience, his guilt or simply to decide what Straight going to do. In such novel the writer may see:

Chapter I

Page 35

· Straight counted kills as stood motionlessly in the shower stall. He was uneasy. This would be his thirteenth kill, an ominous number. He wasn't overly superstitious, but he had always figured his luck would run out on either the thirteenth job or the thirty-third. Thirteen for Christ died. Straight figured if he got through this one, he'd be safe for ten more years, at the rate of two jobs a year.

This quotation shows us that the authors tell us the situation experienced by a straight. He experiencing conflict within him between superstitious and did not. And he feels his fate would be good but she felt uneasy about it.
Chapter III

Page 88

· "I don't it. it simply doesn't make sense to me to pressure somebody who's being quit into being quit ,"coady begun popping his knuckles one at time." But the orders are to go see him?"

· Straight nodded, "so we'll go see him. Heaven forbid we should ignore an order because it's nonsense." 

Straight consider between feeling sorry for Mr. Rope. For making Mr.Rope depressed, but straight had to do. And this is a conflict within himself.
Chapter IV

Page 126

· "I think we threw a pretty solid scare into him," said straight. "I actually empathize with the man. Try to put your self inside his skin, Ham. This may be typical day for you and me, but that man's not accustomed to violence, threats and death. Probably his parents died and that's as close as he is ever been before. And now we've removed all his options. I may compose a philosophical treatise," he continued," concerning the effect of the abrupt intrusion of a foreign element on the life of an ordinary man. I think most of us drift through life in our preconceived ruts without ever becoming aware of the sameness of our days. But all it takes is one totally foreign situation to rekindle our minds, force us out of our ruts. The interesting is we always settle into a new rut."

From this quotation we can know that a straight has made Mr. Rope fear of violence, threats and also death. And straight to feel sorry for Mr. Rope unusual rope with things like that.
Page 152

· It was dilemma. coady didn’t have the ability to improvise his way out of the Solano situation . So McEachern couldn’t turn coady loose on straight until straight settled thing in Oklahoma. And the longs it took, the chancier it was. McEachern liked things smooth

The above quotations are the author illustrates that dilemma straight. And this affects what he wants to do.
Page 198

· Straight's thin face seemed drawn. "What do you do think it feels like, coady, knowing you're going to die?

The above quotation is straight complaint to the Coady, about feeling fear of death. Because it had ever happen to him before.

Page 204

· Crammer kept the gun on him." What the story, Dick? What are you doing of New York?" straight peered at him in mild astonishment, then laughed ironically.

This quotation tell us  that straight mild astonishment to cranmer coming because he didn’t  suppose how the expression of Cranmer.

Discussion

F. The plot of the novel

In this point the researcher wants to explain the development of plot. From the beginning, rising, climax, falling and denouement conflict following the cause and the effect of conflict.

1. The beginning of conflict 

To recognize this much, however, is only beginning the writer must consider in more specific term the form this "arrangement" the writer call plot likely to take. For underlying the evident diversity of fiction the writer may discern certain recurring pattern.
 

The beginning the story in straight by Steve knickmeyer  the writer see from what came first in this story start. 

Richard Straight had once been a very fine cop .But standard police inquiry cleared straight of any malfeasance. Because of that he fired from his job. Now he was a hired assassin .He had developed a good reputation throughout New York City. People spoke of him as a straight shooter. He had been tracking a professional hit. A newspaper reporter had been wasted. The man had written several complimentary stories about straight, and straight was reveling in a righteous investigation. Until one day he meets August McEachern.

In the following years straight handled eleven more jobs for McEachern. He was soon trusted employee, and McEachern began to call on him to use his homicidal talent in more sensitive jobs. McEachern give him a contract to kill Arthur Taber the owner of jewelry store in Solano, Oklahoma, and he wants it to look like suicide.  

2. The rising of the conflict

The writer move from the end of beginning to the beginning of the elements tending towards instability situation themselves into what he recognize as a pattern conflict. In "straight" this pattern upon straight as hired killer.

Straight contracted by McEachern to kill Arthur Taber look like suicide. McEachern want he do it together with Coady. Actualy straight can do it by himself. Behind all, McEachern has another plan and job for coady. After they kill Arthur Taber , he want coady to kill straight and lose the body. And straight didn’t know it.
After they checked and observed the Arthur Taber’s house, on Thursday afternoon, Straight kill Arthur Taber in the bathroom. Straight slaughtered Arthur Taber’s throat with the razor and put the razor in right hand of Arthur Taber.
Tracy Zantel his waitress go to Arthur Taber’s house. But she get him was dead in the bathroom. Then she called the police. The police decide Arthur Taber kill himself. But Tracy Zantel disbelieve it. So she hires a private investigator, Steve cranmer to investigate this case. Steve cranmer do it together with his partner, Butch Maneri .so they investigate every people who had close with Arthur Taber and his partner in jewelry store

3. The climax of conflict

Just as a development towards conflict is latent in the initial situation. So is a development toward climax latent in the initial statement of conflict to the climax is often referred to as complication. The climax is reached when the complication attains its highest point of intensity, from which point out come of the stort is inevitable.
 

In straight the complication consist primarily, the plan of McEachern and rimson to kill Straight. Beside they plan to kill Arthur Taber together with Coady. They want Coady to kill Straight.
 Straight realize if he also be the target after killing Arthur Taber. “So taber was my target, and I was your target, “straight said. “That’s why they sent you along, I have never been able to understand that.
And in the fact coady is one who has killed his wife, Jill. Coady’s partner who during the time he knows as Spinoza is Straight. Spinoza’s just an old philosopher friend of mine,” said Straight . “I borrow his name on jobs because there are very view people who have ever heard of him. Makes it remarkably easy to check into hotels and rent cars. Much better then Jones or Smith. I’m Richard Straight,coady.”
Coady slumped in the chair. His eyes glazed. There was no questioning the conviction in Straight’s voice.
Tell me how it feels, coady,” Straight demanded. “cranmer won’t see it coming. Jill certainly never anticipated a thing. And it’s the anticipation that makes you squirm, isn’t it?
Coady couldn’t speak. His sluggish mind was still struggling eith the details of what was happening to him.

“Tell me how it feels,coady,” straight said

Then he pulled the trigger. 
And then Straight kill Coady by shoot him with his 45-caliber.
4. The falling  of conflict

The importance of complication in fiction cannot be overestimated. The death body of coady left alone lying on the floor by straight.
He has prepared his 45 caliber aiming towards the door to greet Cranmer, a private investigator. On the other side Donald Dorne, a newspaper reporter comes to Cranmer’s hotel. They heard gunshots. He stopped his conversation with Donald Dorne and investigates where it came from the sound. No need to get in time where the sound is because it comes not far from his room. Then he entered. in the room he found two men, one dead on the floor with blood that was fresh and the others welcomed, “hello, steve”,the man said casually  
Cranmer nodded slowly. “Hello, Dick. Long time”.

Straight made a thin smile. “It’s been while.” He agreed.

Cranmer kept the gun on him. “What’s the story dick? What are you doing out of New York?”

Straight peered at him in mild astonishment, and then laughed ironically. “You mean you don’t know?” he asked.

Cranmer shrugged. “All I see is one live man and one dead man.”

Straight said,”Then what the hell were you doing in the gentry hotel in medwick Friday night?”

“playing cards,” cranmer said ,puzzeled.

Straight laughed with genuine amusement. “I thought you had tracked us down ,” he said 

“Us?”

Straight indicated Coady’s body . “you working on the Taber kill, aren’t you?

Cranmer nodded.

“Well , you just solved it,” straight told him

From the quote above we can see that happening and mysteries conflict murder Arthur Taber began uncovered little.
5. The ending of conflict

In the last division of the work of fiction , the end consist of everything from the climax to the denouement or outcome  of the story and the ending of story not always in happy ending, but sometimes it can be sad ending, a in the end of Straight.
The ending of conflict that happen in straight started from the killing of coady. And it  make steve cranmer , a private investigator coming.

“why’d you let me walk in here?”
Straight made the thin smile again. “I hire you to kill me . I’m making you a hit man.”

Cranmer scowled at him. ‘What makes you think I’ll kill you?” he demanded.

Straight shifted the colt slightly in his hand. Because I’ll force you , steve .”

 Cranmer shrugged. “well , don’t rush into anything,” he said. “I know you, all right, but who’s the guy on the floor?”

“Name’s Hamilton coady. Her was another member of esteemed profession.”

“Why you shoot him?” straight shook his head . “that’s another story. All you need to know is he killed Rope and Dreiser. He had strong hands.”

“And Taber?”

“I hit Taber,”straight said calmly.

“with the straight  razor?”

“with the razor.”

“damn,” cranmer said irritably. “you did go sour.”

straight shook his head. 

“I need to know,” cranmer said .

“can help you,” straight sais carelessly. “I’m not privy to such matters. From what I could gather while I was working up the hit, about half the town wanted Taber dead. Any one of them  could have done the hiring.”

Cranmer considered a moment,then said,”you were only hire to kill Taber , right? But Rope saw you at the taber’ house, and you saw him .so you wasted him, too,why kill dreiser?”

“Habit,”straight said sardonically. “When I saw you at the hotel, I figured you were getting close, if you weren’t already there. So I decided to follow you. This other clown was doing the same thing, and you weren’t trying to avoid him. I didn’t know why but it gave us a good opportunity to follow you without stirring up suspicion. Coady killed him and then put some adhesive tape over his nose so he’d look him.”

You killed a man just so you could follow me?”

“that‘s about it. And then, of course, it did mess you up with the law for a while. Confused the situation some what.

Straight sighed. “I’ve had enough of this chatter, Steve; I’m going to raise this gun slowly. If you let me get it high enough, I’ll kill you. One more won’t make any difference to me.”

“You know I’ll do it,” Cranmer told him.

“Sure. That’s why I pick you.”

Straight began to lift the colt. Cranmer’s expression didn’t alter as he shot straight precisely trough the heart. Straight fell back to across the bed. 

Finally all the problem of Taber murdered was solved straight admit that he had killed Arthur Taber but he didn’t tell who had hired him and straight was dead shouted by Cranmer.  
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