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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION
A. Background of the Study
Language as a means of communication has an important role in human life. Learning language is intended to be able to use it in communication. Language is used by human being to communicate with their social environment in order to fulfill what they need both in spoken and written form. Gimson says that one of the main characteristic of human being is his ability to communicate to his followers concerning every aspect of his activity.

There are many languages in the world. Each country has its own language which differs distinctively from one another. The varieties of language cause difficulty in communication among nations, hence people need an international language that used by million people of the world population. In this case English is an international language that is used by million people in many aspects of life such as in science, education, technology and communication.
English is a medium of communication which can help people to interact, converse, and share to other people. English is as an international language, so it is possible to everyone to communicate with other people around the world if someone has an ability to use English. The ability in using English is very important to everyone. This is one of the ways to improve human resources. The developing of human resources by mastering English will be better it is started as early as possible. Therefore, Indonesian government has already run the policy and regulation for elementary school to give English subject for the students in the classroom. It is one of the concerns of the Indonesian government to encounter the area of information and technology.

Teaching English in many schools is not something new. Although it has been taught for many years, the reality shows that the process of teaching English does not get good result. The English language teaching and learning often faces the problems related to the teachers who do not have effective method to teach and the students who get difficulty in learning English because it is unfamiliar in their social community.

Introducing English to young learner is more difficult than introducing it to adult learners because both of them have different characteristic. Adult may more sophisticated in producing utterance because she or he can immediately imitates or produces language after she or he hears language from her or his environment. Child is rather unsophisticated in her or his learning process, as she or he lack a number of skills which the older learner usually has.
 We can see the condition of young learners; they are not accustomed to thinking with some explanation. Moreover, when they must learn about English which they never know before, they will experience some difficult problems.

In conveying the subject matter, the teacher must be able to organize all of the lessons components, which one of them is teaching method. Syaiful Bahri Djamarah, (1991 : 72) says : 

Method is one of ways used to reach the goal determined. In the process of teaching and learning, method is very needed by every teacher which its using is very various based on the characteristic of the goal which wants to be reached after the teaching learning process has been done. The teacher will not be able to do her or his duty if she or he does not understand one of teaching methods formulated by the education psychologist.

Syaiful’s opinion is supported by Karo – Karo Ing S. Ulih Bukit (1975 : 9). He says :

Method is the way used as a tool to reach the goal of teaching”. Therefore, it can be concluded that teaching method is a technique used by the teacher in conveying subject material to the students, so the goal of teaching and learning determined can be reached effectively and efficiently.

There are many methods of teaching English that can be used by the teacher, they are : Grammar Translation Method (GTM), Natural Method, Direct Method, Audiolingual Method, Total Physical Response (TPR), Communicative Language Teaching (CLL), Silent Way and Suggestopedia.

In teaching English to young learners, the teacher should know how to manage the students with the real use of English to make the classroom activities more meaningful and interesting because teaching English to young learner is not the same as adults in some ways. To make the students enjoy and fun in learning English, the teacher must be able to select the appropriate methods for teaching English to them and know the characteristics of young learner in order that it can help them in understanding the lesson and automatically the goals of teaching and learning English can succeed.

 TPR (Total Physical Response) method developed by James Asher, a professor of psychology at San Jose State University, California seen as the appropriate method to teach English to young learner that the process of teaching and learning is focused on the direct action related to physical movement. In this method, Asher says that the more someone’s memory is given stimulation, the stronger his or her memory and easier to recall. Recalling is done verbally with body movement. From the side of development, Asher sees that the success of adult’s second language learning is as the parallel process of the first language acquirement. He claims that speak directly to the children is the process of command that children respond physically before they can respond verbally. Asher also concludes that the role of emotion is very effective in children language learning. It means that the learning language using game with movement which can be combined with singing or telling will be able to decrease student’s problems in learning language. He believes that children’s positive mood will bring positive effect in their language learning.

TPR (Total Physical Response) method is very easy to be applied and it contains game with action, so it can reduce stress for the students because of the problems faced in their lesson especially when they learn English. It can also create student’s positive mood which can facilitate learning, so it can increase their motivation and achievement in English lesson. Teacher has direct and active role in applying this method. According to Asher “The instructor is the director of a stage play in which the students are the actors”. The teacher decides what will be learnt, who will play the role and present the material. In the process of learning students listen and respond physically to the instruction given by the teacher.

Based on the background above, the writer is interested in researching the application of TPR method in teaching English in SDN Setonorejo II Kras Kediri. There are two reasons in selecting this place. Firstly, the English teacher of SDN Setonorejo II Kras Kediri is enthusiasm and creative in teaching English. Secondly, the topic which is wanted to be researched by the researcher is being applied in this place.

As final point, the writer would like to carry a research by the title “Teaching English to Elementary Student Using TPR (Total Physical Response) Method in SDN Setonorejo II Kras Kediri”.
B. Formulation of the Research Problem   
Based on the title and the background of the research, the formulated problems are as follow :

1. How is TPR method implemented in teaching English to elementary student in SDN Setonorejo II Kras Kediri?

2. How are the students’ responses when they are taught using TPR method?

3. What are the problems faced by the teacher in the teaching English using TPR method?

4. What are the solutions taken by the teacher to solve the problems?

C. Objective of the Research
Based on the problems of the research above, the purposes of this research are as the following :

1. To know the implementation of TPR method in teaching English to elementary student in SDN Setonorejo II Kras Kediri?
2. To know the students’ responses when they are taught using TPR method.

3. To know the problems faced by the teacher in the teaching English using TPR method.

4. To know the solutions taken by the teacher to solve the problems.

D. Significance of the Study
1. Theoretically

The result of this research is expected to give contribution of understanding about the application of TPR method in teaching English to elementary student.

2. Practically

The result of this study is expected to be useful for :

a. The students

· To increase the student’s interest in learning English.

b. The teacher

· To provide additional information to improve the quality of teaching to reach the goal.

· To increase the better techniques in teaching English at elementary school.

c. The headmaster

· By understanding this study, the headmaster is expected to facilitate the English teacher in conducting her or his teaching.

d. The writer

· The writer gets useful experiences in teaching English using TPR method.

E. Scope and Limitation of the Study
 The scope of this study is teaching English to elementary student. There are many teaching methods that can be used to teach English, they are Grammar Translation Method (GTM), Natural Method, Direct Method, Audiolingual Method, Communicative Language Teaching (CLT), Total Physical Response Method (TPR), Silent Way, Suggestopedia, and etc. so, in this study, the researcher limits the study on the implementation of TPR (Total Physical Response) method in teaching English to the fourth grade student in SDN Setonorejo II Kras Kediri.

F.  Definition of Key Terms

Definition of key terms are necessary to be given in order to avoid misunderstanding. Based on the title of the study, the definition of key terms are :

1. According to the Cambridge International Dictionary of English, “teaching “ means to give (someone) knowledge or to instruct or train (someone), whereas the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English suggests that it means to show somebody how to do something or to change somebody’s ideas.
 

2. Elementary student is the young learners aged six to twelve.
 At this age, they are usually called EYL (English Young Learner) when they learn English.

EYL (English Young Leaner) is the young learners who study English. They are elementary student who get English lesson as local load in their school.

3. TPR (Total Physical Response) is a method of teaching language using physical movement to react to verbal input in order to reduce student inhibitions and lower their affective filter.

F. Organization of Study
This research will be divided into five chapters.

· The first chapter is introduction. It consists of background of the study, formulation of the research problem, objective of the research, significance of the study, scope and limitation of the study, definition of key terms and organization of study.

· The second chapter is review of related literature. The first discussion is about teaching English to elementary student. It consists of the characteristics of EYL (English Young Learner) and the teacher of EYL (English Young Learner). The second discussion is about methods of teaching English. The third discussion is about TPR (Total Physical Response) method. It consists of definition of TPR (Total Physical Response) method, the principal of TPR (Total Physical Response) method, the types of teaching and learning activities in TPR (Total Physical Response) method, the technique of TPR (Total Physical Response) method, the advantages and disadvantages of TPR (Total Physical Response) method.

· The third chapter is research methodology. It consists of research design, subject of the study, place and time of the study, kinds of data and data source, instruments and method of collecting data, data analysis method and trustworthiness of data.

· The fourth chapter is finding and discussion. It consists of the description of the research object, data presentation and discussion of finding.

· The fifth chapter is conclusion and suggestion. 
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