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CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
A. Teaching English to Elementary Student

In this globalization era, English is the important thing that can help the children in reaching their potential in their life later. Sooner they start learning English is better. As result, it is found that most people believe that children are better than adult when attempting to learn a second language. That seems to be backed up by common observation, since young second language learners do seem to pick up another language rather quickly.
 It is also assumed that learning at early stage, learner will have initial grasp of English in primary school. Therefore, it will be the strong foundation for them in learning later.

Young learner means children who learnt English when they are still young. Young learner English is a reliable and consistent measure of how well child is doing in the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Generally teacher may not aware about what young children need in learning the second language. Therefore, it is important for teacher to concern about them as students who are still young in order to help them to be successful in learning.

Teaching beginners is considered by many to be the most challenging level of language instruction. Since students at this level have little or no prior knowledge of the target language, the teacher becomes a central determiner in whether students accomplish their goals. This can also be the most tangibly rewarding level for a teacher because the growth of students’ proficiency is apparent in a matter of a few weeks.

The points that should be paid attention by the EYL (English Young Learner) teachers in teaching English are :

1. The characteristics of Young Learner

Generally children like doing any kinds of activities as long as they feel happy. Children will choose the activities they like to do according to their own characteristics. The teacher of the children may be one of the signs of their development. Wendy A. Scott and Lisbeth H. Ytreberg state that there are many characteristics of young children, they are:
1.1. Five to seven year olds

a. They can talk about what they are doing.

b. They can tell you about what they have done or heard.

d. They can use logical reasoning.

e. They can use their vivid imaginations.

f. They can use a wide range of intonation patterns in their mother tongue.

g. They can understand direct human interaction.

Other characteristics of the young language learner are :

a. They understand situations more quickly than they understand the language used.

b. They use language skills long before they are aware of them.

c. Their own understanding comes through hands and eyes and ears.

d. They have a very short attention and concentration span.

e. Young children sometimes have difficulty in knowing what is fact and what is fiction.

f. Young children are often happy playing and working alone but in the company of others.

g. The adult world and the child’s world are not the same.

h. They will seldom admit that they do not know something either. 

i. Young children can not decide for themselves what to learn.

j. Young children love to play, and learn best when they are enjoying themselves.

k. Young children are enthusiastic and positive about learning.
1.2. Eight to ten year olds
a. The children ask questions all the time.

b. They rely on the spoken word as well as the physical world to convey and understand meaning.

c. They have definite views about what they like and do not like doing.

d. They have a developed sense of fairness about what happen in the classroom and begin to question the teacher’s decisions.

e. They are able to work with others and learn from others.

Using the body movement in the process of learning is suitable to the characteristic of the children because children like to do physical movement. They like to move from one place to another place. They like to go around without thinking whether they disturb their surrounding or not. They do not like to keep staying in one place which forces them not to do something. Geoffrey Broughton states that young children are physically active.

Besides that children also like to imitate and mime. They will give attention to other people and try to imitate merely like other people do and say. This is the way how children learn and develop their knowledge. This is supported by George Broughton et al (1980, 169) rivers that children love to imitate and mime, they are uninhibited in acting out roles and they enjoy repetition because it gives them a sense of assurance and achievement. According to the points of explanation above, children like to be involved in something active. To make them active, the teacher should be able to make the circumstance of learning process which is suitable to the characteristics of the children. It may give motivation to the students to learn effectively, so hopefully the goal of the learning can be achieved well.

2. The Teacher of English Young Learner

Teacher is someone who is very influential in the process of teaching and learning. Therefore, the teacher must bring the student to the goal which wants to be achieved.

One of the important factors in the success of learning English in elementary school is the English teacher. English young learner teacher is the important factor because she or he introduces to the students that there are another language besides of mother language and Indonesia. In this case, the role of the teacher is difficult. The teacher teaches English as the first step and gives the basic of English either academic or psychology. The selection of interesting teaching method or technique and appropriate to the age and the characteristics of young learner will not guarantee the success of teaching and learning if the teacher does not have ability to do it. Moreover, she or he does not have enough knowledge in English. It will cause the material taught wrong.
 Based on the explanation above, we can say that the teacher of the young learner must fulfill the criteria of English young learner teacher and know the duty of English young learner teacher.

B. Methods of Teaching English
According to Anthony, “method is defined as an overall plan for systematic presentation of language based on a selected approach”.

According to Richard and Rodgers (1986), “method is an umbrella terms to capture redefined approaches, designs and procedures”. Similarly, Prabu (1900) thinks of method as both classroom activities and the theory that informs them. For most researcher and practicing teachers, a method is a set of theoretically unified classroom techniques thought to be generalizable across a wide variety of contexts and audiences.

In language teaching planning, a teacher must know the methods of teaching because it will determine the success or failure of English language teaching. English is as a foreign language which can be learned successfully if there is a good planning involves here using some suitable methods. There are many methods that can be used in teaching languages; they are Grammar Translation Method (GTM), Natural Method, Direct Method, Audiolingual Method,     Communicative Language Teaching (CLT), Total Physical Response (TPR),  Silent Way, and Suggestopedia.

C. Discussion about TPR

1. The Definition of TPR

Total Physical Response (TPR) is one of the language teaching methods which was developed by James Asher, a professor of psychology at San Jose State University, California. He used the commands from the teacher to students or a student to another student. Students try to answer or response commands through the movements of the body or action. According to Jack C. Richard and Theodore S. Rodgers (1993, 90) “Total Physical Response is a language teaching method built around the coordination of speech and action, it attempts to teach language through physical (motor) activity”. It obvious described that physical response is the medium to stimulate interaction between teacher and learners.

2. The Principal of TPR

a. The Objective of TPR

The general objectives of TPR are to teach oral proficiency at a beginning level. Another sub-goal of the method is to have students enjoy their experience in learning a foreign language, to reduce the stress that people feel when studying foreign languages and thereby encourage them to persist in their study beyond a beginning level of proficiency.

b. The Teacher’s Role

The teacher plays an active and direct role in TPR. As Asher says, “The instructor is the director of a stage play in which the students are the actors”. The teacher decides what will be taught, who will be a model and give the material and who will choose the support material. The teacher is claimed to prepare her or him self as well as possible, so the process of teaching and learning will run well as hoped. In giving feedback, the teacher should follow the parent’s way in giving feedback to their children. At first, the parents correct very little, but as the child grows older, the parents are said to tolerate fewer mistakes in speech.

c. The Learner’s Role

 The main role of student in TPR is as a listener and the actor. They listen and respond the command with action. The students are asked to respond either individually or collectively. Then, the students observe and evaluate by themselves about the development which they achieve. They are supported to speak when they are ready, namely when they have enough basic of English.

d. The Characteristic of TPR

Total Physical Response has characteristic. Asher who developed this method, focused in particular on two characteristics of first language acquisition which is written in David Nunan’s book ( 1991, 244)

1.”The child gets a vast amount of comprehensible input before beginning to speak. Young children comprehend language which is far in excess of their ability to produce. 

2. There is a lot physical manipulation and action language accompanying early input. Throw the ball to Rudi’, put your arm through here’, etc. This action language, encouraging physical manipulation, is couched in the imperative” . 
From the above description, the students try to comprehend the utterances of language before trying to produce verbal language. They learn by using physical movements or actions. To make it easy for the students, the teacher should not give abstract words first. It can be delayed until students can comprehend the target language. Asher (1991, 244) states that: “Abstractions should be delayed until students have internalized a details cognitive map of the target language. Abstractions are not necessary for people to decode the grammatical structure of a language. Once students have internalized the target language”. To know more about Total Physical Response, the following is the basic principles of Total Physical Response which was created by Asher (1974, 244):

1) When should stress comprehension rather that production at the beginning levels of second language instruction with no demands on the learners to generate the target structure themselves. 

2) We should obey the ‘here and now’ principle.

3) We should provide input to the learners by getting them to carry commands. These commands should be couched in the imperative”.

3.   Types of Teaching and Learning Activities in TPR Method
There are many types of teaching and learning activities which can be used by teacher in the process of learning using Total Physical Response Method such as: 

a.  Imperative drill 

This is the main activity which teacher can do in the classroom by using TPR method. This exercise is essential to demonstrate body movement and activity from students. It is hoped that when students are demonstrating the responses by acting out they will absorb and comprehend the meaningful sentences or utterance.

b.  Conversational dialogue 

Students can interact and have conversation during the lesson. While having the conversation students can memorize and comprehend sentences in real context because students are brought to the real context in the conversation. For example when a student is asked to cry, walk, open, etc, he will do like the real one. 

c.  Role Play  

In this section every student is invited to act out his/her daily activity such as in school, restaurant, supermarket, and so on. It is very interesting and useful for students to practice the language because they are really like to act although pretending to be other people.

d.  Presentation by using OHP or LCD. 

Using OHP or LCD is also very interesting to develop students’ motivation in the learning process. In this form, students are asked to read or pronounce the words written on the screen. After that teacher asks students to act it out in front of the class about the words which have been learnt or teacher asks students to answer directly after the command are written on the screen. It will give a good feedback for students when they can answer it well.

e. Reading and writing activities. 

Reading and writing activities develop not only vocabulary but also train students to make sentences based on the right order. This activity can create students’ imagination because they try to illustrate and translate the others’ action into sentence by writing on the whiteboard, or while reading a passage, the others describe it in acting in front of classroom.

David Vale with Anne Feunteun says that the activities that can be applied in the children’s language classroom are:

a. Listen and Draw

b. Listen and Act

c. Listen and Make

d. Listen and Move

e. Listen and Match

f. Listen and Play

g. Listen and Sing

h. Listen and Speak


i. Listen and Write 
 4.  The Technique of TPR Method

a. Using commands in action sequences: The use of commands is the major teaching technique of TPR (Larsen-Freeman, 1986). The teacher models the commands and performs the corresponding actions to make the meaning clear. Students fulfill the commands (action-based drills) with the teacher, individually and in groups. When they begin to speak they direct commands to the teacher and to each other. 
Commands are presented in a sequence, but as Asher suggests there should be no exact repetition of the same sequence and the teacher should each time vary the routine to avoid memorization of a fixed sequence of behavior. Commands should be funny and humorous to make the learning process enjoyable. E.g., "Rosemary, dance with Samuel, and stick your tongue out at Hilda. Hilda, run to Rosemary, hit her on the arm, pull her to her chair and you dance with Samuel!" The teacher should also plan sequences of commands in advance to keep the pace of the lesson lively. Commands are used, as Asher claims, to communicate all grammar features and hundreds of vocabulary. Commands can be subdivided into the following groups: 

· Moving whole body or parts of body: Stand, walk, sit, jump, run, etc.; Touch your feet, head, shoulders, etc. 

· Moving things (manipulative): Put the book under the chair; Point to the purple paper; Pick up the eraser and put it on your feet; Set the clock to 2:00. 

· Moving abstractions/pictures: Put the picture of the cookie on the table; Put the picture of the principal in the picture of the office; Give the card labeled 'Sunday' to Juan; Pick up the card labeled 'Monday' and put it next to the card labeled 'Thursday'. 

· Action sequences (series of commands or operations): Action sequences are based on numerous everyday activities, like writing a letter, cleaning the house, eating breakfast, etc, that are broken down into separate commands, e.g. Eating Grapes: 

-- Look at the grapes. 
-- Turn on the water.  
-- Put the grapes under the water.  
-- Wash the grapes. 
-- Don't use soap. 
-- Shake the grapes dry. 
-- Pick a grape. 
-- Give it to a friend. 
-- Pick another grape. 
-- Chew it. 
-- Chew it some more. 

b.  Role reversal: When students are ready to speak, they command their teacher and classmates to perform some actions.  

c.
Conversational dialogues and role plays: These are delayed until after about 120 hours of instruction, when students achieve an advanced internalization of the target language. Role plays center on everyday situations, such as at the restaurant, supermarket, or petrol station. 

d.
Slide presentations: These are used to provide a visual center for teacher narration, which is followed by commands and questions to students, such as, "Which person in the picture is the salesperson?"  

e.  Compiling language experience stories: A language experience story is a group-authored story written about a shared experience. Students participate in an experience such as a cooking activity, and then retell or dictate the story to the teacher who writes it down on the blackboard. The students read the story and act out the written sentences. 

f.  Reading and Writing : The instructor writes on the chalkboard each new vocabulary item and a sentence to illustrate the item. Then he or she speaks each item and acted out the sentence. The students listened as she or he reads the material. Some copied the information in their notebooks.

 5. The Advantages and Disadvantages of TPR Method
a.  The Advantages :

1)
It is a lot of fun. Learners enjoy it and this method can be a real stirrer in the class. it lifts the pace and the mood

2)
It is very memorable. It does assists students to recognize phrases or words.

3)
It is good kinesthetic learners who are required to be active in the class.

4)  It can be used both in large or small classes. In this case, it is no matter to have how many students you have as long as you are prepared to take the lead, the learners will follow.

5)   It works well with mixed-ability classes. The physical actions get across the meaning effectively so that all the learners are able to comprehend and apply the target language. 

6)  It does not need a lot of preparation or materials using the TPR. In this regard, as long as you are competent of what you want to practice 

(a rehearsal beforehand can help), it will not take a lot of time to get ready. 

7)   It is very effective with teenagers and young learners.

8)   It involves both left and right-brained learning.
b. The disadvantages of TPR 

- Students who are not used to such things might find it embarrassing. This can be the case initially that if the teacher is prepared to perform the actions, the students feel happier about copying. In addition, the students are in a group and do not have to perform for the whole class. This pleasure is reserved for the teacher.

- It is not flexibly used to teach everything, and if used a lot, it would become repetitive. This method is a fun way of changing the dynamics and pace of a lesson used in conjunction with other methods and techniques. To sum up, TPR should best be combined with others since it needs much energy so that learners do not feel tired of learning language. 

- Although the use of  TPR in the classroom has often been effective, it does have its flaws. One of this method flaws is that when a teacher uses TPR in their lesson, they will have trouble teaching abstract vocabulary or expressions. As a remedy, the teacher can write the word on cards with a picture if applicable. Another flaw is that TPR can be ineffective if the teacher uses it for a long period of time without switching it with other activities that help to teach the target language.
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