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CHAPTER III

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter the writer discussed the methodology used in conducting this research. It was divided into six parts, namely research design, subject of the study, procedure of the study, data source, data collection procedure, and technique of data analysis. The research procedures covered plan, implementation, observation, and reflection that implemented in the first and second cycles. 

A. Research Design

The design of this research was a classroom action research (CAR). Kasbolah states that action research is reflective research conducted by giving certain actions to improve and to increase the quality of teaching practices in the classroom.
 Action research is the way groups of people can organize the conditions under which they can learn from their own experiences and make their experience accessible to other.
 It used qualitative approach to investigate teaching and learning process in the classroom. It was designed to improve the students` ability in reading comprehension by using DR-TA and the subjects who were involved in this research were the English teacher and the seventh year students of the academic year 2009/2010 of MTs. AL HUDA Bandung Tulungagung and the researcher as well.

The research was a collaborative action research type which the researcher collaborated with one of the English teacher of MTs. AL HUDA Bandung Tulungagung. As the collaborator, the teacher was in solved in the whole process of the research activities. Both the researcher and the collaborator had different rules in the research. In this case the researcher asked as English teacher who applied DR-TA in the class. The English teacher helped by observing student’s ability during the process of teaching and learning activities and recorded the student’s ability in reading comprehension by the implementation of DR-TA.

This research was composed of two cycles, each of which consisted of four steps: plan, implementation, observation, and reflection. Each cycle needed three meetings.
B. Subject of The Study

Subject of the research was the students of MTs. AL HUDA Bandung Tulungagung. The school had fifteen classrooms in academic year 2009/2010. It consisted of five regular classes for the seventh grade. Two classes for seventh grade fullday school and three regular classes for eight grade students. One class for eighth grade fullday school that was acceleration program and four classes for ninth grade. There were about thirty students in each class, and the total number at the students of the whole school was four hundred and fifty students.

English was taught three times a week for regular class, and five times for full day class. The time for each meeting or period was two times forty minutes. Since the study was conducted to improve students reading comprehension ability in English classes, the researcher designed the research would not disturb the teaching and learning activities in classroom. The study focused on the four languages skills. They are listening, speaking, reading, and writing ability, during the action stage in this case, the researcher focused special on ability in reading comprehension.

This study was conducted in VII A class consisting of nineteen students. This class was taken as the setting of the study because the students had a problem in ability of reading comprehension.  

C. Preliminary Study

To know the students’ condition, the researcher did preliminary study before doing action in the classroom. 
Reconnaiance is a preliminary observation that is important to do to get information about real condition of the class including the teacher`s technique used in the process of teaching and learning, the student`s problem and their performance in learning and also the teacher`s problem in doing activities in the classroom.
 

The researcher interviewed the English teacher and the students of class VII A. Based on the interview of English teacher that the students got bored in studying English because they still difficult to understand the text although they known some of vocabularies given. And based on the students statements that they got difficult in studying reading comprehension were because of the uninteresting title, the vocabularies, and the way how to translate and understanding the reading texts. 

Besides doing the interview with the English teacher and the students, the researcher administered pre-test to the VII A class the consisted of nineteen students. From the result of the pre-test, it was found that 69 % got low score, 10 got medium score 21 %  got high score. From this result, most of students got the low score, and the mean score of pre-test was 71.3. Besides, the researcher’s result of observation showed that the students’ participation were less in the process of teaching and learning reading.
Based on the fact above, the students at the VII A class had problem in reading comprehension class. Therefore, the researcher planed to implement DR-TA to improve the students` ability in reading comprehension class.
D.  Procedures of The Study

Before the researcher conducting the research in the class, the researcher asked for permission to the headmaster of MTs. AL HUDA Bandung Tulungagung for conducting the research in the school. After getting permission, the researcher met one English teacher of MTs. AL HUDA Bandung Tulungagung. Then the researcher interviewed the English teacher about the condition of the students especially in reading comprehension class. The English teacher and the researcher entered the class for observing and interviewing the students related with the problem that they found when they were studying English especially in reading comprehension class.
Afterward the researcher and the English teacher arranged the schedule for the pre test and time for applying the technique in the process of teaching and learning. Then the researcher administered pre test to the students of class VII A.  Based on the results of interview, observation, and pre-test the researcher concluded that the students had problem in understanding the reading material and their participation in reading class were less.
From the fact above, the researcher would implement the DR-TA to give solution for the students to get easy in understanding reading comprehension because DR-TA would guide the students to show the way of understanding the reading comprehension ability.

By this way, the students would get easy way to understand the reading comprehension.  
1. Cycle I

a. Plan
Planning was the first step in which the researcher and the collaborator planned the teaching strategy that would be applied in the research. The researcher set the proposed solution and the criteria of success in this phase, and then he prepared everything needed to conduct the research. Here, there were two predetermined criteria of success in this study are 1) if the mean score of post-test is greater than or equal to 80 and 2) the students participated actively in the process of teaching and learning. The first indicator was established based on the result of writing test in pre-test. Meanwhile, the second criteria were analyzed based on the result of observation checklist and field notes.

 The included the preparation of the teaching technique that would be implemented, the instructional materials and media needed the instrument used to collect the data and how to conduct and how to observe the research in this research, classroom activities were planned, the material and media were prepared and the instruments to collect the data were developed.  
The researcher in this case took the position as the teacher in implementing the technique during the teaching and learning process and the collaborator teacher. On the other hand, take role as the observer who observed and make notes on how the teaching and learning process proceeded, focusing on the activities of the researcher as the teacher in implementing the technique and the students as the subjects. At the end of the teaching and learning process, the researcher and the collaborator teachers discussed and analyzed the results.
b. Implementation
In this case, what had been planned by researcher in the previous stages way.
The DR-TA technique was implemented for the seventh grade of MTs. Al-Huda Bandung Tulungagung in English class. The implementation followed the arranged schedule of English in semester II. During the action stage, the researcher and collaborator teacher will worked in collaboration to implement the lesson plan and to observe the activities carried out in the classroom especially the student`s participation and how the teaching and learning process proceed.

In implementing the research, the researcher and the collaborator teacher implemented the scenario of the DR-TA based on the time scedule in four stages, i.e, pre-teaching activity, pre-reading activity,whilst-reading activity (modelling), and post-reading activity. In the opening activity, the researcher opened the class by greeting the students, checking the student`s attendence, giving motivation and also introducing the lesson objectives. And in the pre-reading activity, the researcher activating the students ` schemeta by showing the topic and giving the vocabularies based on the topic. In the modelling activity, the researcher tought the reading material by using DR-TA. In the post teaching activity, the teacher asked to the students to answer the question based on text given. Finnaly, she gave main point stressed in the reading material and closed the class.
c. Observation
Observation plays an important part in any kind of data, gathering and most action research projects use this as an instrument. Observation is a natural process, we observe people and incidents all the time and based on the observation, we make judgments.
 

Observing was done after the planning and acting phase. It was done during the action research in class. The objectives of this phase were to know result of the implementation of the research and to find out the improvement of the weakness were used to collect the data.
In conducting accurate observations, the researcher assigned her collaborator teacher as an observer. The observation focused on the students’ participation in the processof teaching and learning. The researcher`s activities to be observed covered the way how the researcher use DR-TA, organized the class, and make the student`s active in the process of teaching and learning. And it was observed by collaborator teacher using observation sheet. And the result was the student understood the reading material well with fun and interesting condition.
d. Reflection
Reflection is the activity of analysis-synthetic, interpretation, explanation to all of information that were got from action research.
 
After doing the observation, the researcher did next step that was to reflect the strategy. The aim of this is to reflect the result of the observing phase. Through this phase the researcher could find out whether the research problem was solved or not and whether there were new problems appear during the acting phase. Besides in this phase the researcher could make decision whether continued the research with the next cycle or stopped it.

Because of the result of the cycle I that was still needed the improvement to achieve the criteria of success, the researcher continued to the cycle II consisted on re plan, re implementation, re observation, and re reflection.The procedures was employed were adapted from Kemmis and Tggart’s action research model. That was shown in the visual illustration below:
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Classroom Action Research Model (Adapted from Kemmis & Taggart 1998)
E. Description of DR-TA Technique Applied in The Study

DR-TA technique is one of the strategy predictions that used to open the students’ creativity in thinking about the content of reading text. So, this technique hopefully can help the students to understand the reading material easily. Before implementing the DR-TA technique, the students are divided into five groups. It is done to make easy in controlling their process of learning and doing their work. Then the teacher shows the title and gives some words or vocabularies that suitable with the title as the first description or as students’ schemata to predict the content of reading text.

The prediction is done not only before reading, but also during reading. To make the students’ active and creative, the students make prediction about the content that will be happen in the next till the end of the reading text. The students are expected to work in their group not individually. They write their prediction in their group discussion and then they present in front of the class. After finishing their prediction of each group, the students read their reading text that given by the teacher. Because their prediction is not only before reading, but also during reading, the students do it when they read, then they check with their prediction result that they have been presented before.
After checking their result, the students try to understand the reading material given by the researcher.
F. Data Source

There are two kinds of data used in this study: qualitative and quantitative one. The quantitative data can be measured by number, but it is likely that an action research would predominantly be working within a qualitative paradigm as the data may be more in the form of transcripts, descripsion.
 The qualitative data were taken from the result of the observation during the process of teaching and learning through the observation sheets and field notes in each cycle.
 The data was collected through interview, observation and field notes focused on the activities of the researcher as the actor in implementing the technique and the students as subjects of the implementation of the technique in each cycle. Mean while, the researcher toke data at the end of each cycle by administering the test.
G. Data Collection Procedure
All of the data were collected by researcher through the interview,  observation, field notes, and students DR-TA test.

Instrument is the implement, apparatus, used in performing an action, especially for delicate or scientific work. The instruments are used to see and to note the real activities procceded in the classroom.

1. Interview

Interiew is the conversation between the interview and interviewer that done to the certain purposes. Interview was used to know the information and the students condition and improvements through the process of teaching and learning reading comprehension class using DR-TA Technique. And the researcher must toke the students who really could be representation of their students. So, the researcher must discussed with English teacher in pointing the students to be interviewed.
2. Observation sheets

Relating to the technique carried out, the observation sheets were used to observe the teacher`s (in this  case the researcher) and the student`s activities during the teaching and learning process in each cycle.
3. Field notes

The field notes were used to note the important things during the teaching and learning process in every cycle which was not included in the observation sheets.
 According to Bogdan & Biklen, field note is the written note about what they hear, see, do,and think to collect the data and to make the reflection of the data in qualitative research.
 

In the study, the activities of taking notes were done by collaboration teacher. 
According to Heru Puji Winarso, he states that the field note in classroom action research use three ways. They are:

a.  Able to focus on special issue or the action of teaching in a period of  time.

b.  Able to reflect the common impression about class and it`s situation.

c.  Able to give illustration about the students that are to receive interpretation and it`s using in case study.

4. Test

To obtain data of the students progress in learning reading comprehension after the strategy applied, the researcher and collaborator teacher conducted an evaluation by administering a post-test to the students individually at the end of each cycle. From the result of this post-test, the researcher found the mean score of the test.
H. Technique of Data Analysis

The data on the teaching and learning process were obtained through different data sources. The researcher mainly focused on the student`s score and the students’ participation in reading class. The technique for analyzing data was as follow. Firstly, the data were classified according to the kinds of data source . The data were taken from the result of the interview, the observation and field notes, then analyzed descriptively.

Meanwhile the data taken from the result of the student`s test were tabulated to know whether the first criteria of success had been achieved or not yet.
Table 3.1 The Students’ Score Through The Research

	No
	Name
	Score in Pre- test
	Score in cycle I
	Score in cycle II

	1
	AIW
	70
	75
	80

	2
	AM
	75
	75
	90

	3
	AN
	90
	90
	100

	4
	DPM
	65
	70
	90

	5
	EN
	50
	65
	70

	6
	HM
	60
	75
	80

	7
	ICA
	65
	70
	75

	8
	IZ
	75
	70
	90

	9
	IT
	90
	95
	100

	10
	IA
	65
	65
	75

	11
	KB
	70
	65
	75

	12
	LFS
	65
	75
	80

	13
	OTK
	70
	70
	90

	14
	RUI
	70
	75
	100

	15
	RAN
	65
	70
	80

	16
	RRF
	70
	75
	95

	17
	SW
	90
	95
	100

	18
	TMU
	80
	90
	100

	19
	VD
	70
	75
	80

	Jumlah
	1355
	1440
	1650

	Mean Score
	71.3
	75.7
	86.8


Reconnaissance


Identifying the setting of the study at MTs. Al Huda Bandung.


Giving pre-test and observation to know the students problem and students ability in learning English. 





Analysis and Finding


The student’s ability was low in reading comprehension.


The most of students were not active in the process of teaching and learning.





Plan


Preparing lesson plan, field notes, observation sheet, and the criteria of success,





Implementation


Carrying out the teaching reading using DR-TA technique.





Observation


Observe using instruments of collecting data.





Reflection


Analyzing the teaching learning process, the learning result of the distributed instruments





Fail





Success





Stoped
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