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FOREWORD

creative and innovative ways to design and use language

ay’s language teaching needs A 4 '
e s anguage repertoirc and develop their language

materials that learners can exploit to expand their 1 g oir ¢ -
ability as they engage with a myriad of texts and activities or tasks inside and outside the classroom.

With this in mind, the 63 TEFLIN Conference brings up a central issue on "Cregtivity and
Materials Development and Language Teaching Methodology in Asia and

Innovation in Language
ps several sub-themes: a) the

Beyond.” Drawing on this central theme, the conference develo
development of language materials for content-based instruction, b) the development of language
materials for text-based instruction, ¢) the development of language materials for genre-based
Instruction, d) approaches and methods in language teaching, e) techniques and proccdures' in
language teaching, d) technology-based language instruction, f) the role of technology in innovation
in ELT methodology, g) the role of technology in language materials development, h) creative
writing in ELT (Literature-Based Language Instruction).

As an academic forum, the great focus is in its proceedings as the center of publication for
its presenters. It is aimed at maximizing the value of the publication as the outcome of the
conference. It is intended that the proceedings can be as a global publication. The quality of the
proceedings as a means of publication in this year’s edition should be improved. The committee has
applied the system for abstract selection of which the criteria is the consistency with the
conference’s theme. Reviewers have the right to select the papers based on the abstract that have
been submitted to the committee.

The coverage of the sub-themes for this year’s conference is broadened to certain areas.
Bear in mind that the main and solely theme of materials development for language teaching and
methodology is not limited to certain topics. To cope with the central theme, some additional sub-
themes are offered to the conference’s audience to write their research findings into expected
academic paper. This year’s papers which are selected to be presented in the conference reach more
or less than 422. There are more than 400 papers which will be published in proceedings. Other
opportunities of publication are offered by TEFLIN Journal as well. For next year’s edition, two
papers have been selected out of the submitted papers. To add the chance of the conference’s
publication, some papers have been selected to be further reviewed for Scopus-Indexed publication.
In addition, from papers are accepted by A Journal of Culture, English Language Teaching and
Literature (Celt), S.oegijapranata Catholic University Semarang to be published in the year of 2017.

‘ The growing number of papers presented in the conference is indicating an increase in the
need for publication of research findings. Therefore, TEFLIN’s conference proceedings are
entrusted to be an academic forum to share thoughts, reflections, experiences related to academic
works for teachers, lecturers, researchers, educators who continuously write, present, and publish
their academic works.

Finally, we would like deliver great appreciation to the organizers, presenters, writers, and
all parties who have been contributing directly and indirectly to the publication of the proceedings.

Surabaya,  September 2016

The Committee
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TEACHING ENGLISH FOR HEARING-IMPAIRED STUDENTS:
AN EXPERIENCE AT SEKOLAH LUAR BIASA NEGERI TIPE B BLITAR,
EAST JAVA

Arina Shofiya
arina.shofiya@gmail.com
JAIN Tulungagung, East Java, Indonesia

ABSTRACT
Seudies about teaching practices are mostly conducted to classrooms with non-physical
wirment students. Few literatures can be found concerming theories and practices in
hing English for students with physical impairment like those who have sight or hearing
ent. In Indonesian education system, the government does not differentiate the teaching
English between physically impaired and non-physically impaired students. As seen in the
ment of the Standard of Content, the goal, core competence. and basic competence of
hing English are the same. However, the educational process for physically impaired
onts is intended more on making them self- independent. Classroom activities, therefore, are
hasized more on how the students acquire various life skills. The English teachers must
extra hard in meeting the goal of national education. The carrent paper is intended to
the experience of English teachers at a school for hearing-impaired students (Sekolah
v Biasa Negeri Tipe B) Blitar, East Java in teaching English. Due to the physical condition
W the students, strategies such as drilling, memorization. and modeling are considered as the
st 1o be applied in such school. In addition, media like realia and miniature are helpful in the
ing process. At this context, the best means the easiest and the most effective strategies for
particular type of school. The attainment of the teaching objectives is mainly focused on
aducing students to various words and sentences in English.

words: teaching English, hearing-impaired student, schoeol for hearing-impairment

RODUCTION
The teaching of foreign language for the deaf and bearing-impaired students is not a
issue. However, so far not many methodologists and texthook writers are aware of a
santial group who does not get the benefit of the teaching of foreign language. The deaf and
e _g—lmpaired Stlllan(S are not given sufficient attention in the teachine of forcign language.
wem issue on teac'hmg foreign language for them is scemingly marsmalized Until 1900s, deaf
sation is dominated by oralist approach which has firm comwiction that deafness is a
Sisability; a deficiency needs to be mitigated or overcome (Komtra and Csizer. 2013). Disabilit
sording to Be-arbotte, Guillemin, and Chau (2001), is 2 condition = whach a.pusm is not abi;
p!rform activity within the range of human capability. The &ifference between deaf and
S3rIn g-lmpaired students lies upon the level of hearing loss. The ramge of hearing loss lies upon
h_earmg loss, moderate hearing. loss, severe hearimg loss and profound dea;p;s
.1l.mas, 2009). In the field of language learning. the lewel of Beamine loss affects the
.mlon of languailge skills. The milder the hearing loss, the easier the process in acquiring
=gn language will be because spoken la i T ¥
B i P nguage input can be received with the help of the
In Indonesian context, the neceds of education for 1wk mmpai
sommodated by the government by establishing schools for wnwys-‘ -
diffable-- students (Sekolah Luar Biasa). The schools are classfied 1 mlt Isl oy
ely type A for students with sight-impairment. type B for J with e
= nent/deaf, type C for students with low imelligul: type D for stedents with h&n‘ng-
irment, type E for students with emotional disorder, type G for students with t;l)lha)r:s oo
pairments. The classification is worth doing as it can meet the needs of ciﬂ'm ot
iTability (Government Regulation No 72/1991). In practice, the establishment of::ltx ot
DS both the teachers and the students despite the issue of inchusive education wh i
special needs learn together with ordinary school in ome class However tI:e lzsxfnugduzngt:
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iff “normal” ased on the
for the students with impairment has no difference frpm normal” students. fBascd on 1
h Ministry of National Education number 64/2013, the stand:drd of comp
A f students. There is no dichotomy between

d. This means that the teachers at
ive competence

policy
Regulation of the
and the basic competence apply for both typfes of |

i 5 >cial nee
curriculum for general students and thfx?e of special ; hat
Sekolah Luar Biasa get harder responsibility in enhancing students’ communicat

ue to the students’ physical problem. ) ’ . _ .
‘ Teaching af school for disabled students requires teacher’s creativity and patience In

addition to knowledge and teaching skill. The leacf_lcrs .also _need to be a‘b]c‘t‘o underslar;fls t}:;
way the students communicate. Commonly, hcaru.]g-lmpalred students use two modes
communications, namely, oral and manual (Kemdiknas, 2009, p.34). Oral. communlca.tlon
appears in the form of practicing vocal (speech), rcafiing lip movement, 'and using the remained
hearing ability. Meanwhile, manual communication includes the use of sign language and ﬁngcr
spelling. The sign languages in Indonesia which are generally used by the deafl or heanng
impaired are of two: Sistem Isyarat Bahasa Indonesia (SIBI) and Bahasa Isyarat Indonesia
(Bisindo). The two systems are different. SIBI is made by changing Indonesian spoken langnage
into sign language, in this case, translating one word with its suffixes. For example, the word
permainan is translated as per-main-an. For the students who have never learned the structure
of sentence, this sign language is difficult to learn. Bisindo, on the contrary, appears in the form
of one word followed by an expression of what is going on. For example, the word mother is
expressed by putting the right thumb on the chin while the other fingers are opened. Bisindo is
considered as simpler and natural for the deaf and hearing impaired students, so it is proposed to
replace SIBI (Arindra Meodia, October 23, 2014).

The current paper is intended to share the experience of the teachers teaching English in
Sekolah Luar Biasa (SLB) Tipe B Negeri Blitar, East Java, a school for hearing-impaired
students. The students in such school are mostly hearing-impaired, not deaf. So, the process of
oral communication still can be conducted even though the teachers should repeat instructions
or questions several times just to make sure that the students understand. Similar to any schools
for the disabled students, the main goal of carrying out education that school is rather on helping
the students to enhancc? li_fe skills to live independently than on fulfilling the requirements of
cumcululp. However, it is a fact that English colors everybody, including hearing-impaired
students, in all aspects of life. The least need of English for the hearing-impaired students is to
pe able. to understand information written in English. The teachers are therefore expected to
lpterna!lze the concept of second language as well as foster students’ independence in living a
life. With regard to the differences of the characteristics of the students, investigating how the
teachers practice teaching English is worth doing.

METHOD

This study sought to explore the practices in teaching English to the hearing-impaired
students at Sekolah Luar Biasa (SLB) Tipe B Negeri Blitar East Java. The school serves the
education for hearing impaired students starting from elementary level till senior high school
level. The subjects of the study were two teachers; one was a teacher at junior high school level,
and another was a teacher at senior high school level. The teachers rarcly used sign language
like SIBI or Bisindo because the students still have remained hearing ability. The investigation
was done to the teachers of the high school levels since the teaching of English could only be
observed at those levels. In the elementary level, English was not formally taught. In addition,
due to the limitation of the students’ physical condition, the education process was focused on
providing students with various life skills. Every day, the classroom instructions consisted of
practices in making useful home appliances such as carpentry, sewing, farming, etc.

Under qualitative approach, the data were collected through three methods, namely
interview, observation, and documentation. To get detailed information about the teachers’
practices, open-ended interviews were done. The purpose was to make the teachers feel free to
the answers and give clarification to the posed questions. The interviews were done casually in
Indonesian to make it easier for the teachers to express their experiences and to avoid any
communication block. The questions were classified into four dimensions; teaching preparation,
teaching strategies, teaching media, and kinds of evaluation implemented in the classroom. To
confirm the teachers’ explanations about their teaching practices, non-participatory observations
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were done. This was done as it was possible that their c.tphnapom did not match with their
gractice in the classroom. Prior to doing the observation, the writer told the teachers that lhere
‘would be no intervention their practice of teaching English. So. the writer sat at the back row in
e classroom observing the teaching and learning process while taking notes pf what was going
e In addition to the two mecthods of collecting data, interview and obscrvation, an analysm. of
e teachers’ document was also conducted. The purpose was 1o check the leachersi preparation
#specially the teaching strategies. Once the data were collected data amalysis followed.
Following Miles and Huberman's (1994, p. 10-12), the data analysis were done through three
stages, namely, data reduction (reducing any data such as chunks or explanation irrelevant to the
geesent study), data display (analyzing and classifying the assomed data). and conclusion
sawing.

The present study has also some limitations. First. since the sumber of SLB Tipe B
Megeri in Blitar municipality is only one, the information from the teachers cannot be compared
#md contrasted with other teachers from different schools. As 2 resalt. the information might not
®e as comprehensive as when the study is conducted in general schools. The second limitation
weals with the capability of the writer in communicating with the students  Since the writer was

e accustomed to using sign language, any information from the stadents cannot be understood
el and included in the study.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The present study. found some important information relased = e practices in teaching
Eaelish for hearing-impaired students. Following the stages of dmz amalysis by Miles and
Suberman’s (1994) as mentioned previously, the process were initiased by assorting the relevant
#henks. Only parts of conversations which were relevant to the topic of the present study were
msed as the data. The irrelevant ones were left. Then, the assored chasks were classified into

Sour dimensions, namely, teaching preparation, teaching practices. teaching media, and
ewaluation.

The findings of the study revealed that prior to teaching Emglish the preparation was
mmade similarly to the teaching of English in general schools Simce fhere was no difference in
semms of the Standard of Competence and basic Competence 1o be achiewed by the students, the
@=velopment of the teaching preparation was done in the same way as teaching students without
Smpairment in general schools. The process was initiated by breskime down the Standard of
Competence and Basic Competence into indicators and teachmg obyectives. The teaching and
Sesming activities were designed similarly to the design for gemeral students When it was
waafirmed to the teachers the reason of developing the same lessom plan with teaching English
Sor general students, the teachers stated that this was becanse the standard of competence and
Sesic competence applied to all types of students. This means that the mg-T ired students
were expected to achieve similar competence to the students withous mmpairment both in spoken
and written form. The government regulation number 72 1991 chapter VIl article 16, however
-'9\1d§s a space for the teacher to adjust the curriculum with the stadents™ condition. At this’
pont, it is understandable that in designing the classroom activities the teachers did not make it
wery specific. Even though in the lesson plan the classroom activities scemed to be complex in
gractice the teacher might simplify the activities depending on the stadents” condition.

The second dimension of the present study is the strategies employed in teaching
English. Based on the interview and observation, the most frequently applied strategy was
@nilling. The teachers pronounced a word several times. The stodents watched, read the
movement of the teachers’ lips, and tried to imitate the teachers” pronunciation. A word was
pronounced several times by the teacher and repeated seweral times. The teachers’ effort was
supported by the structural theory of language which views that Ianguage consists of structurally
welated elements for the coding of meaning (Richards and Rogers, 1998, p.17). According to
Freeman (2000, p.42), one of the major roles of the teachers is 1o provide good model of second
Ssmguage to the students. In the current context of study, the teachers modeled the pronunciation
o the students more intensively so that the students would get sufficient of input of the sounds
= English. Since the students had problem with hearing ability, one word must be repeated

many times. In addition, while drilling, the teachers visualized the word by using gestures,
facial, expression.
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Another strategies employed by the teachers was memorization. Memorization was
considered as the easiest strategy to be implemented in the classroom because more complicated
activities were difficult to be carried out. In practice, the teachers distributed list of words to be

memorized by the students. The teachers also gave assignment to memorize words at home.
According to the teachers the only homework that can be‘glvcn to the students was memorizing
the words. Even though in the document of curriculum it was clearly stated that the teaching
objective is enhancing students’ communicative competence either in written or spoken form,
the attainment of such objective seemed to be difficult. The teacher of senior high level stated
“the students cannot be expected to be communicative—written or spoken—as mandated in the
curriculum because they find difficulties in developing sentences using English. They can only
develop simple sentences because it is very difficult to give explanation about compound or
complex sentences, therefore, the homework given was only memorizing words. We cannot ask
them 1o write texts or read complex text.” As much as possible, however, the teachers tried to
initiate communicative classroom atmosphere. For example, by making simple game like
matching game in which the students should compete with their friends to match the picture and
the words.

The observed teachers stated that although teaching at school for hearing-impaired
students was intended to attain students’ various language skills but the fact showed differently.
Some teaching objectives cannot be achieved especially the ones in enhancing communicative
competence orally or written form. Students found difficulty to understand complex expression.
Therefore, to make the students get more unerstanding on the words/sentences/expression they
learned, the teachers modeled the action. For example, the teachers said “open the door!’, then
walked to the door and opened it. There was also a time for the students to practice themselves.
In turn, they gave command and perform the actions. The result of observation showed that the
students’ motivation increased as could be seen from the students’ participation in commanding
and performing the action. Within the perspective of Total Physical Response method such kind
of action was useful because it was fun and can reduce students’ psychological barriers in the
classroom. The practice of modeling did have limitation since not all expressions can be
modeled using actions. As a result, the teachers limited to teach expressions possible to be
modeled.

The third dimension of the topic in the current study was the use of teaching media. To
maintain successful teaching, using teaching media is a must. The same was true with the
practice in the observed school. The interview with the teachers revealed that there were limited
media which can be used in the classroom. Audio media like tape recorder and radio cannot be
employcd because they students would find difficulty to understand the spoken conversation
without reading the lips of the speakers. The result of observation showed that the teaching of
English is emphasized on mastering vocabularies with very limited communicative activities. In
such case, the teachers looked for the most effective teaching media through which the students
can learn well. Realia, then, was mostly used. The real thing or realia such as fruits or any things
exist in the classroom were used media for teaching. Freeman (2000, p. 42) states that the use of
realia can add the meaning of the new words. In other words, bringing realia into the classroom,
?(s)rleoing ?:nxt is tcas%l})‘lc, c};asc the jobs of the teacher% es.peci%‘ﬂly in introducing new words of the
stude%]r;S’ mgoll?\%;l'ion es }?e szr::istseiachers fr(m}l the junior hlgh. schoolllevel stated that to foster
English name of i gnment to the students to bring realia to the class and find the

1a. The students were asked to show the realia to their friend
(-] nglis > . .
the English words of such kind of realia. This activity was fi eir friends apd told
commun[waﬁ(;/; activities even though the level of comm):mic:ti\?:n:qr;dw‘;(;ull:wbc categorized as
n addition to reali : : S .
a, another teaching media employed was miniature. The teacher

ch as bicycle, motorcycle, car, aero plane,

the teachers. In some cases minjature 1S merely




i i i ) i 2006, p. 20) note
=r words, more senses could be involved in learning. [jlydsa)‘;e@ ngh(i(n | !;g g
W the more the senses were used the higher }l:?e pr(;'bablht} of » ‘;u;?ss ti\ean-e inll o,
i ication i ¢ 1 teaching, the teachers creatr ;
“smezuage. The implication 1s that prior to ; 7 P B e i
W classroom activitics. As much as possible, classroom activities should 1
1 51 tC.
semses like sense of sight, sound, touch, e - 2 . e
The fourth dimension is cvaluation. Based on the mterview Su\:;lhkilrj :,?[est N~
ewaluate students’ progress, pencil and paper test was ofien used b feasible kind of
measured students’ cognitive competence, actually. However, the only fe
i ied i is ki ras test. Authentic assessment such as peer
=saluation to be applied in this kind of classroom was 2
assessment or exhibition was not the concern of the teachers. It was difficult for ths tca}::hers to
select the suitable authentic assessment regarding the fact of the students were having eladnng—
Smpairment. Many instructions cannot be responded by the students bewuse they could not
wmderstand what they should do. The teachers, therefore, find the easiest way to evaluate

- smadents even though it did not follow the mandate of curriculum which emphasized the need of
~ @oeng authentic assessment.

CONCLUSION

To meet the requirement of curriculum which mandates the attainment of
“emmunicative competence of the students, teachers of the school for hearing impaired students
meeded to be creative. The condition of the students that need special attention required the
Seachers to select alternatives best for the students. In the current context, the definition of best
% the easiest and most effective to be applied with regard to the physical condition of the
students. The abovementioned strategies 1 i

students” memory and pronunciation, The students were not expected to develop high ability in

practiced. Administering test might be the temporary solution for measuring students’ progress.
However, finding alternative assessment suitable for heaning-impaired students is 2 good idea.
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