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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION    
This chapter deals with background of the research, statement of  the research problems, objective of the research, significance of the research, scope and limitation of the research, and definition of key terms.

A. Background of the Research
We acquire the ability to use language naturally from the time we are born and it develops along the time of our growing up. An infant can babble and make other vocalizations to attract attention of his mother or caregiver, after that he will utter his first words and followed by his two-word utterances. As he grows older he would be able to construct more complex sentences. That kind of language is called as first language or mother tongue.
As people get older, they get to learn about new language, sometimes it starts to happen when they are entering their school years. Generally, Indonesian people are bilingual. In our country, most children from certain region use their region language as their first language. And then in school, they are demanded to use Bahasa Indonesia as their language to communicate. “Learning second language commonly happens in multilingual society [like Indonesia] that is when the students are demanded to communicate with other people from different places who are using different language” (Iskandarwassid & Sunendar, 2013: 78). They will also learn another language that is English. English, as an international language, is part of the curriculum obligations in Indonesia education. 
We cannot avoid the fact that many people around the world perceive English as socially and economically advantageous. Economically, English is used to conduct bilateral/ multilateral relationship between/ among countries which have different languages. While socially, it is also used by people from non-English country to make acquaintances with people of other countries. Ferguson (2006: 110) mentioned that the global spread of English has been thoroughly documented in a range of well-known publication. By now, therefore, the dominance of English as a global lingua-franca is hardly disputed empirically.
The process of learning other languages after they acquired their first language is called as second language learning. The terms ‘acquisition’ and ‘learning’ are actually different. Yule (2006: 163) described that acquisition is used to refer to the gradual development of ability in a language by using it naturally in communicative situations with others who know the language. The term learning, however, applies to a more conscious process of accumulating knowledge of the features, such as vocabulary and grammar, of a language, typically in an institutional setting. 
In this era, learning language is not started from when a child entering elementary school like the old years. Children in their preschool (or pre-elementary) years have been introduced to English. It is proven by the teaching of English to the children in their kindergarten. Based on the researcher’s preliminary observation, most kindergartens nowadays, especially which are located in non-rural areas, have included English as one of the materials required to be taught to their students.
Scott and Ytreberg (2004) classified young learners into two groups, children between age 5 to 7 and 8 to 10. However, young learners in this study are, unlike what have been defined by some experts, the children starting from their earliest age of their learning or being introduced to English. The researcher called the children of five year olds, whom she studied, as young learners.
Teaching foreign language to adult and young learner is different. For young learner, Harmer (1992: 18) described what are needed in the process of teaching them. First of all, the classroom needs to be bright and colorful, with windows the children can see out of, and with enough room for different activities to be taking place. Teacher might expect the students to be working in groups in different parts of the classroom, changing their activity ten minutes or so. Because children love discovering things, and because they respond well to being asked to use their imagination, they may well be involved in puzzle-like activities, in making things, in drawing things, in games, in physical movement or in songs. A good primary classroom mixes play and learning in an atmosphere of cheerful and supportive harmony.
Common observation tells us that children are better language learners than adults. The statement is not meant to support the hypothesis of critical age for language learning, since there are still some disputes of the existence of it. However, some experts' studies show that early exposure to the second language will give them the ability to speak like a native. There are some factors that affect this occurrence. According to Dryden & Vos (1997), children’s brains (up to age 12) are now super-sponge. It is during this period that the foundations for thinking, language, vision, attitudes, aptitudes, and other characteristics are laid down. After this stage of development, the windows close; the fundamental architecture of the brain is complete (Kotulak, 1996). Therefore, it is easier to learn a foreign language in these times. They called the time as vital time. Nevertheless, we cannot guarantee that children who are introduced to second language would always succeed in mastering the language. Because there are also some factors that might affect it, like their interests and motivation.
Once a decision has been taken to teach English to younger learners, there is a need to highly skilled and dedicated teaching. This may well be the most difficult (but rewarding) age to teach, but when teachers do it well (and the conditions are right), there is no reason why students should not defy some of the research result that have been mentioned above and be highly successful learners (Harmer, 2007). An early  start to  language learning  is  likely  to  lead  to  better  long-term  results  if  early  learning  is maintained  and  reinforced  as  the  child  gets  older  (Long, 1990).
There is also a common fear that early exposure of second language will lead to children loss of their native language. Some people call it as killer language (Skuttnab-Kangas 2003: 33), linguicide, or language murder. Regarding this issue, Mufwene (2002: 12) argued that:
English do not kill language; their own speakers do, in giving them up, although they themselves are victim of changes in the socio-economic ecologies in which they evolve. Solutions that focus on the victims rather than on the causes of their plights are just as bad as environmental solutions that would focus on affected species rather than on the ecologies that affect the species.

It means that people will not lose their native language unless they let it by giving it up. By learning new language, instead of losing their native language, they will be bilingual or even multilingual people.
A research about bilingualism has found that bilingualism is not detrimental to the child’s performance in either language (Hakuta, 2000; Hakuta & Gracia, 1989). In studies of Latino American children, there was no evidence of a loss in Spanish proficiency (productive language, receptive language, and language complexity) for children attending bilingual school (Rodriguez & others, 1995; Winsler & others, 1999).
Researchers also found that bilingualism has a positive effect on children cognitive development. Bialystok (2001; 1997) quoted from Santrock (2010: 336) explains that children who are fluent in two languages perform better than their single language counterparts on test of attentional control, concept formation, analytical reasoning, cognitive flexibility, and cognitive complexity. They are also more conscious of spoken and written language structure and better at noticing errors of grammar and meaning, skills that benefit their reading ability.
Tulungagung has a number of kindergartens. Some of them include English as part of the lessons taught, and some others not. However, schools which are including English as part of the lesson, some are taught by non-English majored teachers. The researcher chose Mardi Putra Kindergarten as the location of the research because of some reasons. Around 120 students are attending this school and they are divided into five classes. This school includes English as part of its teaching lessons. English has particular days to be learnt. In addition, the teachers teaching English in this school are graduates of English Education Major.
Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested to conduct a research about how the teachers in Mardi Putra Kindergarten facilitate their students in learning English.

B. Statement of Research Problems
1. What are the activities to facilitate learning process?
2. How do the teachers give feedback to the students' performances?
3. How do the teachers’ effort to create supportive learning environment for the students?

C. Objective of The Research
1. To describe the activities to facilitate learning process.
2. To investigate how the teachers give feedback to the students’ performances.
3. To know how the teachers’ effort to create supportive learning environment for the students.

D. Significance of The Research
1. Theoretical Significance
This research is expected to be useful for other teachers who want to teach or introduce their young learners about English. It will share knowledge about how the teachers, in this case is the subjects, teach their students. Other teachers can take the good and suitable parts of the teaching in the institution to be applied to their own teachings.
It may also be useful for parents who have time for and want to introduce English to their kids. This research will give them insight about how a school teaches their students.
Also, this research is expected to be an alternative reference for other researchers who may conduct similar study.
2. Practical Significance
This research describes about the practice of English learning done by teachers of Mardi Putra Kindergarten. It describes about the activities, feedback given, until how the teachers manage the learning environment. Therefore, this study may be useful for teachers who want to teach English to their young learners.





E. Scope and Limitation of The Research
The scope of this study is the teaching practice done in Mardi Putra Kindergarten. This study focuses on the classroom activities, how the feedbacks are given, and also how the teachers manage the learning environment. Therefore, the researcher observed the process of learning and conducted interview with the teachers.

F. Definition of Key Terms
Some key terms are defined to avoid misunderstanding that is used in this study. Those will be described as follow:
1. Teacher’s Activity
Teacher’s activities are sequences of activities done by the teacher in order to introduce English to the young learners.
2. Facilitating Learning
Facilitating learning is the process of the teachers helping the students to learn English. In this study, this can be done by the teachers by giving meaningful activities, providing feedback, and setting supportive classroom environment.
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