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Abstrac : Language is a system of communication in speech and writing used 
by people of a particular country. Language has more function for us, not 
only to communicate verbally,  but also to express our feeling and ideas about 
spirit and give a predetermined from to all its system expression. However, 
different form of language used in daily life, language in literatures has its 
own uniqueness. Language in literature are the result of processing and 
expression of individual author. One of the literature is a short story that used 
Figurative language. Short story is a story less than 10.000 words to give 
singular image and focus on one actor in a situation. One of the short stories 
that is familiar and a lot to read is O. Henry’s short stories. This study is 
directed to find kinds of figurative languages the meaning and the message 
delivered in this short stories. By understanding figurative languages, the 
readers can get better understanding on the short stories. 

The result of this study are: 1) there are thirteen kinds of figurative language that 
found in O. Henry’s short stories there are rhetoric, asyndeton, litotes, 
metonymy, metaphor, repetition, ellipsis, aptronym, euphemism, 
personification, hyperbola, simile, and pleonasm. 2) Every kind of figurative 
language fondly the writer has different meaning based on the content the 
short stories, and the last 3) there are two kinds of message found in O. 
Henry’s short stories, there are moral and social messages.  
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People need language in their life to make good communication with other 
people, because people are a social human, therefore people can’t live without 
others. To build a good relationship with others, the people have to know how to 
make good communication with other people. In this case language has 
importance role to build good communication. It means that the speakers and the 
listener can understand each other. There are many kinds of language which 
people use to communicate and every country uses different language. 

Language is a system of communication in speech and writing used by 
people of a particular country (Oxford learner’s pocket dictionary: 247). 
According to Patrick Griffiths (2006:1), language is for communicating about the 
world outside of language. Language have more function for us, not only to 
communicate verbally,  but also to express their feeling and ideas about spirit and 
give a predetermined from to all its system expression. Writing as one of artistic 
creation using language as media presentation. However, different form of 



language used in daily life, language in literatures has its own uniqueness. 
Language in literature are the result of processing and expression of individual 
author.   

Jones (1968:1) defined literature is simply another way we can experience 
the world around us through our imagination. Literature in the broadest sense, 
includes all written materials. In general literature can be divided into: history 
books, philosophical works, novels, poems, plays, scientific articles, dictionaries, 
magazine, and school textbooks. Moreover, Jones states that, literature can be 
included into two different groups. In one group places those writings that mainly 
present information. In the other place those that mainly entertain. Literature 
springs from our inborn love of telling story, of arranging words in pleasing 
patterns, of expressing the words some special aspect of our human experience. 
There are some materials of literature works such as drama, novel, poetry, and 
short story. All there are works of imagination or the capacity for invention. 

There are many types of literary in our daily life. Drama is a the 
composition of poem or prose that hoped can be describe the existence and the 
character through taking action or dialog that performed. Novel is a prose of 
writing that long and the content about series story life to bring out the character 
of the actor. Poetry is a literature which rhythm, a rhyme, and couplet. Short story 
is the story less than 10,000 words to give singular image and focus on one actor 
in a situation. Short story is one of the literature forms that are a work of fiction 
that is usually written in prose, often in narrative format and usually focuses on 
only one incident, has a single plot, a single setting, a small number of character, 
and cover a short period of time, style. Some reader enjoy to read short story 
because the reader will finish to read short story in one time and she or he has 
done to understand about the contents. 

As the interprective dramatization of experience in metrical language, short 
story is an imaginative statement of feeling that feeling is created or imagined. 
Short story is a short piece of fiction aiming at unity of characterization, theme 
and effect. The modern English short story, no longer attempt to make daily life 
more entertaining by inventing exotic plots. Instead, modern short story writers 
have tended to base their narratives on their own experience; here the focus is 
much more on the less spectacular aspects of life, on the significance underlying 
what is apparently trivial. The result of such perceptive writing is perfection of 
form, harmony of theme and structure, and precision of style to reveal the 
subtleties of the human mind and of human behaviour. 

Moreover, short story to shape one of literature that popular in society to 
convey to express it feeling or thought from the writer. Short story also used as 
one of material in reading comprehensive. Short story can be increase students 
reading comprehensive. Even though, in reading short story a reader should be 
know what the sense and the content in short story. Therefore, short story used 
figurative language a reader should be able understand the content and the 
message of short story. 



 Figurative language is a crucial to get a content of short story. With 
figurative language short story can be more interesting, more beautiful, more life 
and make clear of image. Although, there are variations of figurative language, 
have something (characteristic) common, namely figurative language that 
connects things by plugging in something else. The types of figurative language 
are simile, metaphor, personification, allegory, metonymy, and others.Figurative 
language can make attend other feeling from every stanzawords. The choices 
include figurative language and the meaning more clearly. With figurative 
language a man of lettres can be deliver their feeling and their thought more 
simple and to be artistic. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher wants to analyze a short 
story by figurative language. So, the researcher chooses short story from O. 
Henry. O. Henry, pseudonym of William Sydney Porter, original name William 
Sidney Porter   (born Sept. 11, 1862, Greensboro, N.C., U.S.—died June 5, 
1910, New York, N.Y.), American short-story writer whose tales romanticized the 
commonplace—in particular the life of ordinary people in New York City. His 
stories expressed the effect of coincidence on character through humour, grim or 
ironic, and often had surprise endings, a device that became identified with his 
name and cost him critical favour when its vogue had passed. 

METHODOLOGY 

This study used descriptive qualitative design because this study focuses 
on the analysis or interpretation of the written material in context. The writer used 
descriptive research, applying the way to describe the types of figurative 
languages, meaning and message that find in O. Henry’s short stories. Based on 
the source of the data, this study also categorized as library research. 

Data are a piece of descriptive information which refers to, or represents 
condition, ideas or objects that exist in a variety of forms. Bungin (2001: 123) 
stated that data is material information about the object of the research. 
Meanwhile, data source are classified into three kinds, including: person, place 
and paper. 

The data of this study are all of figurative languages found in short stories 
written by O. Henry. Meanwhile, the source of all data are taken from short story 
with title, The Little Mach Girl, What You Want, The Gift of The Magi, Hearts 
and Hands. All of data source taken from the O. Henry’s short stories.  

There are three hundred and eighty kinds of O. Henry’s short stories but the 
writer analyze four short stories of O. Henry’s short stories because availability in 
the library just four short stories.  

In collecting the data, the researcher used documentary method. 
Documentary method is searching a data about things or variables in the form of 
notes, transcripts, book, magazine, meeting notes, agenda, etc. 



The researcher needed to explain the techniques used to verify the data. In 
qualitative research, there are a common techniques  used to check the validity. 
They are credibility, transferability, dependability, and confirmability. In this 
research, the researcher used dependability. 

In this study , both credibility and dependability was used to verify the 
data. Applying this technique,  the researcher reads the textbook many times by 
re-reading the materials, the researcher can identify the theme or data related to 
research questions.  

Meanwhile, dependability is the a way of the researcher to make the 
consistency of data found or finding by using such kinds of variatios to get the 
dependable data. Qualitatitf researcher speak of dependability rather than 
reliability. According to Ary (2002:503) Reliability in quantitatif resesarch has to 
do with consistency of behaviors, or the extends to which data and finding would 
be similar if the study were replicated,  

 One way to make the dependable data was by repeated working in the 
same context, with the same method and with the same participants and the  
similiar result would be obtained. Thus to get the dependability of data analyze, 
the writer read different texts of genre. Then selecting and identifing the text, after 
that classificating and analyzing the kinds of genre text.  After the writer got the 
result of data analyze, the writer decided conclusion.   

In analyzing the data that had been collected, the researcher used 
qualitative research analysis. As using this technique, the researcher collected the 
arranged and presented data. The researcher focused on the content analysis. 
The data were analyzed through the following procedure: reading, selecting the 
text, identification, classification, analyzing, deciding and drawing conclusion. 

 
FINDINGS  

From the process of reading, selecting and identification the texts, the 
researcher classifies 13 figurative languages from 4 short stories written by O. 
Henry. 

Meanwhile, the data presentation of figurative languages found in O. 
Henry’s short stories. As follows:  

A. Finding and Analysis “The Little Match Girl” 
1. Kinds of figurative language in “ The Little Match Girl” 

After analyze  the short story entitled “The little Match Girl” the writer 
found seven kinds of figurative language they are: Pleonasm, simile, 
hyperbola, personification, euphemism, repetition, and aprotonym. 
2. The meaning of figurative language in “The Little Match Girl” 

In this study the writer would like to present the meaning of figurative 
languages that found in “The Little Match Girl”. 

a. Pleonasm 



Pleonasm is the use of more words than necessary for effect or more 
usually as a fault of style and this style is used to explain one concept. 

Datum 1 

Most terribly cold it was it snowed and was nearly quite dark, and evening the 
last of year the year (“The Little Match Girl”, 1st paragraph) 

 This sentence contains pleonasm. In sentence “Most terribly cold it was it 
snowed”, in this sentence is a pleonasm because it is used exaggerate the 
sentence. It means that snowed is very cold.  

Datum 2 

Her little feet she had drawn close up to her, but she grew colder and colder 
(“The Little Match Girl” 2nd paragraph) 

This sentence categorized into pleonasm. In sentence “colder and colder”, it 
means her feet very cold. Include into pleonasm because this sentence used 
more word than necessary if one of the word omitted doesn’t change the 
meaning. 

Datum 3  

The lights of the Christmas tree rose higher and higher (“The Little Match 
Girl” 5th Paragraph)  

This sentence belong to Pleonasm. In sentence “higher and higher”, it means 
the lights so high. Included into pleonasm because this sentence used more 
word than necessary if one of the word omitted doesn’t change the meaning. 

Datum 4  

She took the little maiden on her arm and both flew in brightness and in joy 
so high, so very high and the above was neither cold, nor hunger, nor anxiety 
they were with God (“The Little Match Girl” 6th paragraph)  

This sentence contains Pleonasm. In sentence “in joy so high, so very high”, 
it mean she is very happy with her God. It is includes into pleonasm because 
this sentence used more word than necessary if one of the word is omitted it 
doesn’t change the meaning. 

b. Simile  

Simile is a direct comparison of two things, which are unlike in their 
sense. Simile uses the word “like or as” to compare two explicitly unlike 
things as being similar.  

Datum 5 



She drew one out “Rischt!” how it blazed, how it burnt! It was a warm bright 
flame like a candle as she held her hands over it, it was a wonderful light 
(“The Little Match Girl” 3rd paragraph) 

This sentence is categorized into simile. In sentence “it was a warm bright 
flame like a candle”, the sentence “it was a bright flame” means matches, so 
the matches are compared with the candle by using the connection word 
“like”. It means to express the matches lighter. 

Datum 6  

There the wall became transparent like a veil (“The Little Match Girl” 4th 
Paragraph)  

This sentence contains simile. In sentence “there the wall became transparent 
like a veil”. The “wall became transparent” is compared with the veil by 
using the connection “like”. 

Datum 7 

The lights of the Christmas tree rose higher and higher, she saw them 
now as stars in heaven (The Little Match Girl 5th Paragraph) 

This sentence belong to simile. In sentence “she saw them now as stars in 
heaven. The word “lights of the Christmas tree rose” is compared with ‘stars 
in heaven’ by using the connection “as”. It means the light in the Christmas 
trees so beautiful. 

Datum 8 

And the matches gave such a brilliant light that it was brighter than at 
noon-day (“The Match Girl” 6th Paragraph) 

This sentence is a simile. In sentence “the matches gave such a brilliant light 
that it was brighter than at noon-day”, the light of matches compare with the 
brilliant and brightness at noon-day by using connection “such”. It means to 
express a beautiful light of matches and the brightness of the matches.  

c. Hyperbola  

Hyperbola is hyperbola is a figure of speech, which involves an 
exaggeration of ideas for the sake of emphasis. This research reveals that out 
of 4 short stories, 5 of them contains hyperbola.  

Datum 9 

She crept along trembling with cold and hunger a very picture of sorrow 
(“The Little Match Girl” 1st Paragraph) 
This sentence is categorized into hyperbola. In sentence “she crept along 
trembling with cold and hunger”, we know that it is not possible. The 



exaggeration of she crept along trembling with cold and hunger. It is simply 
for emphasis to describe this situation. 

Datum 10 

Thousands of lights were burning on the green breaches (“The Little 
Match Girl”5th Paragraph) 
This sentence belong to hyperbola. In sentence “thousands of lights were 
burning on the green breaches”, we know that it is not possible. The 
exaggeration of thousands of lights is simply for emphasis to describe the lot 
of lights were burning on the green. 

d. Personification  
 Personification is a figure of speech in which a thing, an idea or an animal 
is given human attributes. The function of this figurative language are to 
make the picture more alive to give explanation clearly, and to make the 
reader more imaginative. 
Datum 11 
For above her she had only the roof through which the wind whistled (“The 
Little Match Girl”2nd Paragraph) 
This sentence referred to personification. The sentence “through which the 
wind whistled”, the wind is interpreted as a human, the wind is non-human 
object and in function as to make the wind like alive by indicating a human. 

e. Euphemism  

 Euphemism is a figure of speech that used to express ground as 
substitution of expression that felt by crude.  

Datum 12 

A soul ascends to god (“The Little Match Girl” 5th Paragraph) 

This sentence is categorized into Euphemism. The sentence “a soul ascends to 
god”, it means to express that somebody was dead. 

f. Repetition 

Repetition is a figure of speech, which is used by written to repeat, several 
word in sentence. It can be a whole repetition or half repetition. Repetition 
consists of some expression like repetition of sound, or words. 

Datum 13 

And then above was neither cold, nor hunger, nor anxiety they were with 
God (“The Little Match Girl” 6th Paragraph) 

This sentence contains repetition. The sentence “neither cold, nor hunger, nor 
anxiety they were with God”, in this sentence repeat some words to emphasis 
the content. The meaning of the sentence is a composure and happiness when 
the girl is dead. 

g. Aptronym  



Aptronym is a figure of speech that to call name of person based on their 
occupation. 

Datum 14 

The little match girl (“The Little Match Girl” in “Title of story”) 

This girl referred to “The little match girl”, because she is a little girl that sale 
the matches. Therefore this sentence called aptronym. From this sentence the 
reader was known if the girl profession is a seller matches. 

3. Message of “The Little Match Girl” 
From the short story “The Little Match Girl”. The end of this story 

is a happiness because the girl hands up God with her grandmother that 
love her, although everybody doesn’t know about it. And from this short 
story give information about the struggle in a file. Because in this story tell 
about a struggle from a little girl in the night charismas to meet a 
happiness. Somebody should fight in their life to achieve what their want. 
So, we must struggle in our life to achieve the goal although in the end 
God that establishes our fate. 

 
 
 

B. Finding and Analysis “What You Want” 
1. Kinds of figurative language in “What You Want” 

There are four kinds of figurative languages in O. Henry’s short story 
entitle “What You Want”, as follows: pleonasm, personification, metonymy, 
and asyndeton. 

2. The meaning of figurative language that found in “What You Want” 
a. Pleonasm  

Pleonasm is the use of more words than necessary for effect or more 
usually as a fault of style and this style is used to explain one concept. 

Datum 1 

While he was bending with a scholarly stoop over the marked down 
miscellany of cast off literature old tom the caliph sauntered by. (“What You 
Want” 8th Paragraph) 

This sentence belong to pleonasm. In sentence “he was bending with a 
scholarly stoop over”, it means he very respect with the caliph. This sentence 
is categorized as pleonasm because to exaggerate the sentence. If one of the 
word is omitted it doesn’t change the meaning.  

b. Personification  

 Personification is a figure of speech in which a thing, an idea or an animal 
is given human attributes. The function of this figurative language are to 



make the picture more alive to give explanation clearly, and to make the 
reader more imaginative. 

Datum 2 

And with the night came the enchanted glamor that belongs not to Arabia 
alone (“What You Want” 1st Paragraph) 

This sentence is categorized into personification. The sentence “with the night 
came the enchanted”, it means the night very beautiful. The night is 
interpreted as a human, the night is non-human object and this function is to 
give emphasis in this sentence to make the night like alive by indicating 
human, so the reader can be imagine the beautiful night in Arabian and will 
be make the reader more interest with this short story. 

Datum 3 

His discerning eye, made keen by twenty years’ experience in the 
manufacture of laundry soap (save the wrappers!) (“What You Want” 8th 
Paragraph) 

The sentence “His discerning eye” is personification because ‘discerning’ 
non-human. It means that she has an accuracy to observe. The word 
‘discerning’ give emphasis in this sentence to make more alive, so that the 
reader can imagine the ability of this girl in observeing something. 

Datum 4 

I see by your clothes and frazzled necktie that you are mighty poor; and you 
can't afford to turn down the offer (“What You Want” 9th Paragraph) 

This sentence contains personification. The sentence “and frazzled necktie”, 
we know that necktie is non-human but the necktie equalized with human. 
This word used to emphasis this sentence so that seen the human more poor 
and distressing. The sentence means the people that she has seen used clothes 
and necktie so badly, so the people very poor. So that the reader will imagine 
this people.                                                                                                                                                                    

Datum 5 

Which is an eye expressive of cold and justifiable suspicion (“What You 
Want” 10th Paragraph)  

This sentence contain personification. In sentence “an eye expressive of 
cold”, it means her eye sight is empty. The word ‘cold’ is non-human the 
function of the word is to emphasis this sentence, so that the reader will 
imagine her expression in her sight. 

c. Metonymy 



Metonymy is a figure of speech that replaces the name of a thing with the 
name something else with which it is closely associated. 

Datum 6 

"Beat it," said he. "I don't want to buy any coat hangers or town lots in 
Hankipoo, New Jersey. Run along, now, and play with your Teddy bear." 
(“What You Want” 8th Paragraph) 

This sentence belong to metonymy. “Teddy bear”, means a doll like bear and 
it call teddy bear. 

d. Asyndeton  

Asyndeton is stylistic device used in literature and poetry to intentionally 
eliminate conjunctions between the phrases and in the sentence. 

Datum 7 

For in new Bagdad one, in order to survive, must suspect whosoever sit, 
dwells, drinks, rides, walks or sleeps in the adjacent chair, house, booth, 
seat, path or room (What You Want” 10th Paragraph) 

This sentence categorized into Asyndeton, because this sentence use some 
phrase and word that one sound, and the phrase and the word dissociated with 
the “coma” not the conjunction.  

3. Message of “ What You Want” 

From the short story “what you want”. This is happy ending story. The story 
tells about someone that works to future time and to help other people. So, this 
story give information for us to work not just this time but also to future time and 
also give us information to help other people that poor. This message categorized 
a moral message because in this story convoyed about relationship among fellow 
being.  

 

C. Finding and Analysis of “The Gift of The Magi” 
1. Kinds of figurative language that found in “The Gift of The Magi” 

There are four kinds of figurative languages in O. Henry’s short story entitle 
“The Gift of The Magi”: Pleonasm, Simile, Hyperbola, Personification, 
Repetition, Metaphor, Litotes, Rhetoric, and Ellipsis.  

2. The meaning of figurative language that found in “The Gift of The 
Magi” 

a. Pleonasm  



Pleonasm is the use of more words than necessary for effect or more 
usually as a fault of style and this style is used to explain one concept. 

Datum 1 

A quick feminine change to hysterical tears and wail (“The Gift of the 
Magi” 18th Paragraph) 

This sentence referred to pleonasm. In sentence “a quick feminine change to 
hysterical and wail”, it means she is crying after she open the gift. This 
sentence includes into pleonasm because it is used to exaggerate the sentence. 

b. Simile  
Simile is a direct comparison of two things, which are unlike in their 

sense. Simile uses the word “like or as” to compare two explicitly unlike 
things as being similar. 

 
Datum 2 

So now Della’s beautiful hair fell about her, rippling and shining like a 
cascade of brown waters (“The Gift of the Magi” 7th Paragraph) 

This sentence belong to simile. In sentence “rippling and shining like a 
cascade of brown waters”, in here rippling and shining means Della’s hair and 
this sentence compare with cascade of brown waters by using the connection 
word “like”. It is used to express the beautiful hair.  

Datum 3 

Within forty minutes her head was covered with tiny, close lying curls that 
made her look wonderfully like a Coney Island chorus girl (“The Gift of the 
Magi 10th Paragraph) 

This sentence is categorized into simile, because in sentence ‘close lying curls 
that made her look wonderfully’ compare with ‘a Coney Island chorus girl’ 
by using word ‘like’. It means she hides her lying although she is childish. 

Datum 4 

You’ve cut off your hair? ”asked Jim, laboriously, as if he had not arrived at 
that patent fact yet, even after the hardest mental labour (“The Gift of the 
Magi” 15th Paragraph) 

This sentence contains simile. In sentence “as if he had not arrived at that 
patent fact yet, even after the hardest mental labour”, this sentence is a simile 
because to equalize his expression when he ask with when he had not arrived 
at that patent fact yet even after the hardest mental labor. The compare so in 
used in this sentence by using the connection word “as”. 

Datum 5 



And then Della leaped up like a little singed cat and cried (“The Gift of the 
Magi 20th Paragraph) 

The sentence “Della leaped up like a little singed cat and cried” belongs to 
simile because this sentence compares between ‘Della leaped up’ with ‘little 
singed cat and cried’ by using the connection word “like”. It means Della 
leaped up quickly. 

c. Hyperbola  
Hyperbola is hyperbola is a figure of speech, which involves an 

exaggeration of ideas for the sake of emphasis. 

Datum 6 

You’ll have to look at time a hundred times a day now (“The Gift of the 
Magi) 

The sentence “You’ll have to look at time a hundred times a day now”, 
included hyperbola because this sentence exaggerate, we know that it is not 
possible if we can look a hundred times in a day. This sentence is used to 
emphasize the sentence. 
 
 

d. Personification  
Personification is a figure of speech in which a thing, an idea or an animal 

is given human attributes. The function of this figurative language are to 
make the picture more alive to give explanation clearly, and to make the 
reader more imaginative. 

Datum 7 

Her eyes were shining brilliantly, but her face had lost its color within 
twenty second (“The Gift of the Magi” 5th Paragraph) 

The sentence “her eyes were shining brilliantly”, is personification because 
the word ‘shining brilliantly’ is non-human. It means her eyes are so 
beautiful. The word ‘shining brilliantly’ to used emphasis this sentence, so 
that the reader can imagine it well. 

Datum 8 

With a whirl of skirts and with the brilliant sparkle still in her eyes (“The 
Gift of the Magi” 7th Paragraph) 

This sentence belong to personification because the word ‘brilliantly sparkle’ 
is non-human, this word used to emphasiss this sentence. It means she has 
beautiful eyes. 

 



 

e. Repetition 

Repetition is a figure of speech, which is used by written to repeat, several 
word in sentence. It can be a whole repetition or half repetition. Repetition 
consists of some expression like repetition of sound, or words. 

Datum 9 

She stood by the window and looked out dully at a grey cat walking a grey 
fence in a grey backyard (“The Gift of the Magi” 4th Paragraph) 

This sentence contains repetition, this sentence repeat the word ‘grey’. The 
word used to emphasizing the sentence, so that the reader will be interest.  

Datum 10 

It was not anger, nor surprise, nor disapproval, nor horror, nor any of the 
sentiments that she had been prepared for (“The Gift of the Magi” 13th 
Paragraph) 

This sentence belong to repetition. This sentence repeat some word to 
emphasizing the content of the sentence. The meaning of the sentence is to 
describe situation that someone just stay without expression in his face.  

Datum 11 

The magi as you know were wise men wonderfully wise men who brought gift 
to the Babe in the manger (“The Gift of the Magi” 23rd Paragraph) 

This sentence referred to repetition, because in this sentence repeat the word 
‘wise men’. The sentence repeat the word to emphasizing the content in the 
sentence, so that the reader can imagine it’s. 

f. Metaphor 

Metaphor is an explicit or implicit comparison which is literally false. Based 
on this theory, metaphor is comparison two thing directly without the word 
‘like’ or ‘as’. 

Datum 12 

Oh, and the next two hours tripped by on rosy wings (“The Gift of the Magi” 
8th Paragraph) 

This sentence categorized into metaphor, because this sentence compare 
between a beauty shop with rosy without conjunction like or as. The meaning 
of this sentence is she can tripped in the shop because so many beauty things. 
So that the sentence more alive and the reader more interest to imagine the 
beauty of the shop. 



g. Litotes  

Litotes is a figure of speech which employs an understatement by using 
double negatives or in other words, positive statement is expressed by 
negating its opposite expressions. 

 

Datum 13 

Something just a little bit near to being worthy of the honour of being of 
being owned by Jim (“The Gift of the Magi”4th Paragraph) 

This sentence is call litotes, because in this sentence used to humiliate. So, 
that the reader can imagine the girl so humble. 

h. Rhetoric   

Rhetoric is a technique of using language effectively and persuasively in 
spoken or written form. It is an art of discourse, which studies and employs 
various methods to convince, influence or please an audience. 

Datum 14 

“You’ve cut off your hair? (“The Gift of the Magi” 15th Paragraph) 

This sentence referred to rhetoric because, the aim of this sentence is not to 
ask, but just to elucidate this sentence then actually Jim have known its 
answer for his question.  

Datum 15 

Don’t you like me just as well, anyway? (“The Gift of the Magi” 15th 
Paragraph) 

For this sentence categorized into rhetoric, because in the question “don’t you 
like me just as well, anyway?” doesn’t need an answer. Actually the reader 
was know the answer from the question.   

Datum 16 

Isn’t it a dandy, Jim? (“The Gift of the Magi”45th Paragraph) 

This question don’t need an answer because the questioner was know the 
answer, so that this sentence belong to rhetoric. 

i. Ellipsis  

Ellipsis is a figure of speech that omit some part of a sentence or event that 
easy to filled or construed by the reader or listener. 



Datum 17 

You won’t mind, will you? (”The Gift of the Magi” 4th Paragraph) 

This sentence belong to ellipsis, because in sentence “you won’t mind, will 
you?”, there is part of the sentence omitted to make the image more allure, 
but the reader was known the survival the sentence.  

3. Message of “The Gift of the Magi” 

The gift of the Magi tell about a life one couple of married in poverty but 
they love each other. It can be seen from Dellas’s sacrifice that sale her 
beautiful hair, to buy her husband gift. Thus are her husband also willing to 
sale his gold watch that had been his father’s and his grandfather’s, to buy her 
wife gift. It proves that they love each other. From this story we can learn 
about how we love someone. The message convoyed is moral message, 
because in this story tell about a relationship between two people that loves 
and they willing sacrifice to make loves person happy. This story give 
information about a sacrifice for a person which is loved won’t to no end.  In 
this story happy ending because in the end they know if they mutually loves. 

D. Finding and Analysis “Hearts And Hands” 
1. Kinds of figurative language in “Hearts And Hands” 

There are four kinds of figurative languages in O. Henry’s short story 
entitle “Hearts and Hands”: Hyperbola, Personification, Rhetoric, and 
Ellipsis.  

2. The meaning of figurative language that found in “Hearts and Hands” 
a. Hyperbola  

Hyperbola is hyperbola is a figure of speech, which involves an 
exaggeration of ideas for the sake of emphasis. 
Datum 1 

The girl’s eyes, fascinated went back, widening a little to rest upon the 
glittering handcuffs (“Hearts and Hands” 5th Paragraph) 

This sentence belong to hyperbola. In sentence “The girl’s eyes fascinated 
went back widening a little to rest upon the glittering handcuffs”, it means the 
girl has a beautiful eyes that can make some people enchanted with his eyes. 
This sentence exaggerates to give emphasis this sentence, so that the reader 
will be interested and can imagine the girl with beautiful eyes. 

 

 

Datum 2 

Haven't you talked long enough? Take me in the smoker now, won't you? I'm 
half dead for a pipe (“Hearts and Hands” 7th Paragraph) 



This sentence contains to hyperbola. In sentence “I’m half dead for a pipe”, it 
means that Mr. Marshal is uncomfortable with the situation or the condition. 
We know that it is not possible. This sentence exaggerates to make the reader 
imagine the condition. 

b. Personification  

 Personification is a figure of speech in which a thing, an idea or an animal 
is given human attributes. The function of this figurative language are to 
make the picture more alive to give explanation clearly, and to make the 
reader more imaginative. 

Datum 3 

The younger man roused himself sharply at the sound of her voice (“Hearts 
and Hands” 3rd Paragraph) 

This sentence belongs to personification. The sentence “sharply at the sound 
of her voice”, it means her voices so hard thus the younger man get up 
because hearing this voice. The word ‘sharply’ is non-human; it’s used to 
emphasis this sentence to be more alive, so that the reader can imagine the 
hard of the voice. 

 

Datum 4 

The glow faded from her cheeks (“Hearts and Hands” 4th Paragraph) 

This sentence contains personification. The sentence “the glow faded from 
her cheeks”, it means the bliss of the girl lost and change sadness. ‘Glow’ 
means bliss, thus are the word ‘glow’ is non-human, and it is used to 
emphasis this sentence more alive. So that the reader can imagine how the 
expression of the girl. 

Datum 5 

The glum-faced man had been watching the girl's countenance with veiled 
glances from his keen, shrewd eyes (“Heart and Hands” 4th Paragraph) 

This sentence categorized into personification. The sentence “glance from his 
keen”, it means that the man watching the girls so accurate and serious. The 
word ‘keen’ in non-human, thus are this word used to emphasis the sentence, 
so that the reader can imagine the expressing the man when he see the girl. 

Datum 6 

Her eyes were shining softly (“Hearts and Hands”6th Paragraph) 

This sentence is categorized into personification, because the ‘shining softly’ 
is non-human, thus are the sentence ‘her eyes were shining softly’, it means 



her eyes are seen with faintly. This word used to give emphasis the sentence, 
so that the reader can imagine the beautiful eyes of the girl. 

Datum 7 

She began to speak truly and simply without the gloss of style and manner: 
"Mamma and I spent the summer in Denver (“Hearts and Hands” 6th 
Paragraph) 

This sentence belong to personification. The sentence “without the gloss of 
style and manner”, it means the girl speak like common without arrogance. 
‘Gloss’ is non-human, this word is used to express this situation so that the 
reader can imagine the faced, style of the girl when she is speaking. 

Datum 8 

I think the air here agrees with me (“Hearts and Hands”6th Paragraph) 

This sentence referred to personification. The sentence “air here agrees with 
me”, it means the air here is so good and supports to do something. The word 
‘air’ is non-human, but the air interpreted as a human the word is used to 
make ‘air’ like alive by indicating a human. So that the reader can imagine 
the joy situation here. 

c. Metaphor  

Metaphor is an explicit or implicit comparison which is literally false. 
Based on this theory, metaphor is comparison two thing directly without the 
word ‘like’ or ‘as’. 

 

Datum 9  

My butterfly days are over, I fear (“Hearts and Hands” 6th Paragraph) 

This sentence contains metaphor, because the word “butterfly” to express the 
day to work. The writer use this word make the sentence more alive, so that the 
reader can imagine this situation. 

d. Rhetoric   

Rhetoric is a technique of using language effectively and persuasively in 
spoken or written form. It is an art of discourse, which studies and employs 
various methods to convince, influence or please an audience. 

Datum 10 

Don’t you ever recognize old friends when you meet them in the west? 
(“Hearts and Hands” 3rd Paragraph) 



This sentence contains rhetoric. From this question the questioner don’t need 
the answer, because the question just to give emphasizing.  

Datum 11  

Pretty young to hold an office like that, isn’t he? (“Hearts and hands” 10th 
Paragraph) 

This sentence contains rhetoric. From this question don’t need an answer from 
the listener because this sentence just to emphasizing. So that the reader was 
know the answer from this question. 

e. Ellipsis  

Ellipsis is a figure of speech that omit some part of a sentence or event that 
easy to filled or construed by the reader or listener. 

Datum 12 

A marshalship isn’t quite as high a position as that of ambassador, but…. 
(“Hearts and Hands” 4th Paragraph) 

This sentence categorized ellipsis, because part of this sentence omitted to 
give emphasizing for this sentence. Although part of sentence omitted the 
reader was known the survival this sentence, it make the reader more interest.  

3. Message of “Hearts and Hands” 

From the short story “Hearts and Hands”. The end of this story is sad 
ending, because in the end they must be divorced. From this story give us 
information about a security or marshal has a good attitude, do good mission 
and also be able protect their society that weak. This message categorized 
moral message because this story convoyed message about someone or 
security have a good attitude. 

DISCUSSION  

Based on the findings there are thirteen kinds of figurative language, they 
are rhetoric, asyndeton, litotes, metonymy, metaphor, repetition, ellipsis, 
aptronym, euphemism, personification, hyperbola, simile, and pleonasm. 
Meanwhile, Kerafe, Graham, and Albert theory (2010) states that there are 
seventeen kinds of figurative languages, they are simile, metaphor, hyperbola, 
irony, personification, metonymy, allegory, synecdoche, paradox, rhetoric, 
litotes, pleonasm, ellipsis, aptronym, repetition, asyndeton, and euphemism.  

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

Based on the finding the writer found 13 figurative language of O. Henry’s 
short stories, there are (a) pleonasm, (b) simile, (c) hyperbola, (d) 
personification, (e) euphemism, (f) aptronym, (g) ellipsis, (h) repetition, (i) 



metaphor, (j) metonymy, (k) litotes, (l) asyndeton, and (m) rhetoric. 
Personification is dominant in this short story, there are 14 data found in O. 
Henry short story. (Although, simile  8 data, pleonasm 6 data, hyperbola 5 
data, rhetoric 5 data, repetition 4 data, metaphor 2 data, ellipsis 2 data, 
metonymy 1 data, asyndeton 1 data, aptronym 1 data, euphemism 1, and 
litotes 1 data). 

Based on the conclusion above the writer was able to give suggestions, for 
the following suggestions: 

For the teachers who are teach reading extensive their student. It is 
become reference or a material in reading extensive. For the student and the 
reader who are interested in analyzing literary works about short story. It is 
suggested to understand the figurative language contained in the short story 
before they understand the whole short story. By understanding the figurative 
languages it can help them easier to catch the real meaning, message and even 
the short story (inside meaning). For the further researcher it is hoped this 
thesis can be used as a references to conduct another research on figurative 
language of different literature such as poem, novel, song lyric or different 
short story.  
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