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CHAPTER III

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This chapter discusses about the methodology that used in conducting this research. It is divided to in five parts. They are research design, research setting and subject of the study, research procedures, data and the source of data, and data collecting procedure.

A. Research Design

The study belongs to classroom action research, and it was done in cyclical process. It means that the process is stopped in one cycle when the researcher finds that the students have reached some criteria and the problem was considered to be solved. It is continued to the next cycle if it is not successful to solve the problem.

The steps in each cycle of this research were (1) planning, (2) acting (3) observing, and (4) reflecting (as cited in Arikunto, 2010: 17-19).  
Ebbut (1985) said that action research is about the systematic study of attempts to improve educational practice by group of participants by means of their own practical action and by means of their reflection upon the effects of that action. Kemis (1983) said that action research is kind of action to test the idea or new way or methodology in practicing in order to revise or change something to get the real effect. (Syamsudin and Damayanti, 2005:191) 
And the researcher conclude that classroom action research is a conscientious to the action of the teaching process, which was done together inside of class to get the improvisations in the students’ vocabulary ability and their motivation in learning English language.  
Applying the principle of an action research design, this study involved the spiral of planning, action, observing, and reflecting.  Kemmis  have developed a simple model of cyclical nature of   the typical action research process. Each cycle has four steps:  Planning, acting, observing and reflecting.  The four main steps were preceded by preliminary study. In which, including the preliminary study is: Procedures employed were illustrated as shown in figure 3.1 as follows:










Figure 3.1 Classroom Action Research Procedures (adapted from Kemmis and Taggart, 1998)
This study was categorized as collaborative action research since in conducting the researcher, the researcher worked collaboratively with a real teacher of his subject in this research activity. As a collaborator, he had to search the implementation of action and record the students’ activities by using observation and field notes. After implementing the strategy and the students’ data had been gotten, the researcher analyzed whether the criteria of success proposed had been achieved or not.

B. Research Setting and Subject of the Study

The research was conducted at MTs Darul Hikmah Tawangsari Tulungagung. It is located in the side of city (suburban) for about 2 km in the north of center city Tulungagung regency.  Beside of it is river. It has six classes and there are one thousand and forty six students studying at this school. This school has twenty teachers and one head master. The English subject is taught as local content subject for students and become daily conversation English is used in turn with Arabic language for every two weeks.
 This junior high school was used as the setting of the study, because the researcher is teacher there and wants to improve the quality of teaching –learning and students ability in their vocabularies mastery in his institution.

Based on the observation and the subjects of the study. The researcher choose the first class because the researcher found the problems of the students, not only in their score in English language but also in their vocabulary was very poor and their motivation in learning English also very poor. So that why the researcher want to give or make the stronger basic in order to when the students sits in next class they will not have the serious problem especially in English language inside class or outside the class.   

C. Preliminary Observation
This phase was very important to be done to define the real case in the students’ vocabulary ability. The researcher did it before beginning the action research and during the teaching to know the problems of students’ vocabulary ability in teaching and learning process. In this phase the researcher gave vocabularies test about vocabularies that will be studied by the students. The researcher asked the students to answer the question about the vocabularies that had been made by the researcher. It was done in the first (1st) class at MTs Darul Hikmah on Saturday 14 may 2011.
 After researching the students’ activities in the class room, the researcher found the problems in English teaching and learning process especially in students’ vocabularies ability. The researcher knew the problem that students’ faces when he asked his students to do the vocabulary test. Most of them did not get the good result although the vocabularies have ever been given before when delivering the vocabulary by the language staff every after subuh prayer.

Based on the result of preliminary study and after the researcher made interview with the students’ about the problem why they got the bad result of preliminary, the researcher concluded that most of students’ were bored by the teacher method or technique in teaching vocabulary so most of them did not have the effort to improve themselves in mastering vocabularies.

Table 3.1 The Frequency of students’ scores in preliminary study

	Frequency of students
	The scores

	1
	7

	4
	5

	15
	4

	Average Score
	4,35


D. Planning

In the planning the researcher prepared to do the action. In the first step the researcher prepared the teaching strategy and the procedure that will be implemented in the research. The researcher set the proposed solution and the criteria of success, and then he prepared everything needed to conduct the research, such as the instructional materials, media, and the instruments used to collect and analyze the data. Based on the result of preliminary study, the researcher tries to improve students’ vocabularies ability through index card match game.

1. Socializing the Research Program
In this stage the researcher would like to socialize the research program that will be conducted in classroom action research. The researcher socialized the program of the research to the head master and to the collaborator teacher.

The time table 3.2 is research program
	No
	Action
	Time

	
	
	Day
	Date and month
	Hour

	1
2


	Preliminary study 1
Cycle 1 
a.
Meeting 1

b.
Meeting 2

c. Meeting 3


	Saturday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday

	14-May -2011
15-May-2011 
21-May-2011
22-May-2011

	07.40-08-20
08.20-0900
07.20-0820
08.20-0900



2. Providing the Strategy

The researcher provided the strategy of this observation to solve the students’ problem by using index card match game. The steps in providing the strategy, first the researcher read the text. Second, the researcher provided pieces of paper for playing the game. Second, the researcher explains the text. Third, the researcher explains how to play the index card match game. Fourth, the researcher divides the class in to two groups. So, the researcher shares the two different card (question and answer). Next, the researcher begins the game. In playing a game the researcher read the text orally to the students and student who bring the question and answer card raises the hand and answer the researcher question and come in front of the class to write down on the white board. 
3. Designing a Lesson Plan
A lesson plan was consisting of the objectives, the teaching method, the detailed teaching procedure and the assessment procedure is very important to prepare before the teacher enters the classroom. The lesson plan for this study was designed based on instructional objectives, materials and media, procedures of the implementation, and procedures of assessment.
a. Instructional Objectives

Formulating learning objective was very important to be done before conducting teaching activity because it will direct the teacher to achieve the expected result from their teaching plan. Besides, learning objectives provided the framework for the teacher to guide his students in learning activities and gave directions for the teacher to achieve the learning objectives.

In this study, the general instructional objective is that the students were expected to be able to understand the narrative text “At the Seaside” and stimulate the students’ motivation in learning vocabulary and improving it.

b. Material and Media

Instructional materials and media play an important role in teaching and learning process. It is important for the teacher to select and prepare appropriate materials as well as media. Here the researcher prepared teaching material taken from English Lesson book adapted from Pondok Modern Darussalam Gontor with the title At the Seaside.

c. Procedures of Implementation

 Dealing with the instructional procedures, the researcher elaborated them in three meetings. In the first meeting the researcher discussed two paragraphs, in second meeting he discussed third and fourth paragraph and last meeting he did evaluation. 
A. Table 3.3 The Scenario in Conducting the activities 
	Meeting 
	No
	Teacher 

	1
	1

2

3


	pre teaching

a. The teacher say greeting to the students’
b. Checking the attendance sheet
c. Asking about English subject and the real teacher of this subject and
· Ask to the students
Do you know what is seaside?

Did you ever go to the seaside with your families?
 Main teaching

· The teacher read the narrative text 
· Ask three of students to read the text
· The teacher explain the text
· Playing index card match game
Post teching

· Reflection 
· The teacher ask to the students about index card
· Say greeting before going out from the class room


	2
	1

2

3
	pre teaching

a. Say salam to the students
b. Checking the attendance sheet
c. The teacher ask to the students about the last paragraph using index card match game
Main teaching

· The teacher reads the narrative text
· The teacher ask three of students to read the paragraph
· The teacher divided the class into two groups
· The teacher ask the students to understand the paragraph
· The teacher ask two of students to explain the paragraph
· The teacher start to share the card for playing the game  
Post teching

· Reflection 
· The teacher ask the students about the difficulties after applying the index card match game
· Say greeting before going out the class


	3
	1

2

3
	pre teaching

a. Say salam
b. Checking attendance sheet 
c. The teacher ask to the students to prepare their salve to face the final test in Cycle I
Conducting the final test
The teacher ask to collect the students’ answer



4. Preparing the Criteria of Success

The criterion of success for English subject especially for vocabulary mastery at MTs Darul Hikmah is 7 in average of class and the minimum of the target is 75% of students get 7, this criteria of success based on the curriculum of pondok. The students are classified to be successful and unsuccessful. When the students’ average is less than 7 they are classified as unsuccessful students. The researcher classifies to be successful if the students get average 7 or more than 7. And this action research could be success when the students who get 7 are more than 75%.
Not only the score of students will be measured in this action research but also the students’ involvement in the class or from the students’ motivation should be increased.
a. Students’ could improve their vocabulary

By applying Index Card Match Game in teaching process, the observer was expected that students can make good improvement in their vocabularies. The improvement was identified from both the students’ score percentage and their average score. The students’ were considered to be successful when the students who get point 7 are 75% or more than 75 %.

 Based on same criterion, the students’ average score in vocabulary was determined. The average of students’ vocabulary score was also expected to increase from 4, 35 to 7.00 based on scoring guides or more than it. By having the average score of 7.00 the students were considered having good ability level in their vocabulary mastery.
b. Students’ could improve their motivation in improving their vocabulary mastery and active in teaching learning process
The second criterion was students’ improvement in their motivation and active in teaching process. Before the researcher did this research, the students’ motivation and students’ involvement was very poor becouse the students were very lazy in joining the English class. And after this research the students’ could be able to improve their motivation and their involvement in teaching process. This would be measured by the students’ response in the questioner and their active participation observed during the teaching learning process. 

E. Implementing

This is the second step after planning. In this phase the researcher carries out the action based on the planning and the procedure have been made. The researcher has to do the action well to solve the case study because this phase is the main phase of the study. This classroom action research is done in the seventh class at MTs Darul Hikmah Tawangsari Tulungagung on the second semester of academic year 2010/2011. In beginning the action and before implementing the strategy the researcher done the pre test. This test objective is to know how far the students’ mastery in their vocabularies before implementing the strategy. The researcher has collaborator because it is possible for the researcher to conduct the research and search the activities during the teaching and learning process at the same time.
 The researcher acts as the English teacher who implements index card match game as strategy. The collaborator acts as researcher who helps the researcher while the researcher acts as like a real teacher in this lesson to search class activities during the teaching and learning process. In the Cycle I of first meeting, the researcher has many steps to implement index card match game, Firstly the researcher explains first paragraph and second paragraph about At The Seaside after finishing from explanation the observer explains how to play index card match game. Then the researcher shares the question cards to a half of the class and shares the answer cards to a half other, then asks them to look for their partner.  After they found their partner so the researcher asks them to ask each other based on the cards. The researcher gives the point to who gets their partner before the time.
 In the second meeting the researcher reviews last topic and asks the students if they get difficulties in the lesson. Then he explains the third and fourth paragraph and after explanation he invites the students to play index card match game as like in the first meeting. After two meetings are done, the researcher focuses to evaluate the students. In the third meeting the observer made an evaluation test same as the preliminary study. Finally the researcher gives the score to the students.
F. Observing

  The researcher did the research phase in the same time with the acting phase. The objectives of this phase were to know the result of implementation the strategy. In this phase the researcher asked the observer to use observation sheet to cheek whether the practitioner and the students do the activity appropriate with had been planned in the planning by the researcher. To record the unexpected event during the observation the researcher used the field note. The researcher distributed the questionnaire to the students before and after implementation of index card match game. It was done to know the students’ opinion about index card match game implementation. In the end of the meeting researcher did a vocabulary final test to know whether the students’ vocabulary ability have improved or not through index card match game. Finally the researcher compared the result of vocabularies test in the preliminary study and vocabularies test in the final test.
G. Reflecting
Reflecting is the final phase. After having observing the researcher made reflection to know what happened during the research and evaluated the result of the action so the researcher made the decision whether to stop the research or to continue with the next cycle.
H. Data and Source of Data
The research needs the valid data. Validity refers to the essential truthfulness of a piece of data. There are three kinds of data in this study, they are: The data of the result of students’ vocabulary in the preliminary study, the score of evaluation in Cycle I, the students’ response of questionnaires. Sources of data in this study are students’ testing, students’ questionnaire, observation sheet and documentation. 

I. Data collecting method and instruments
There were some ways in collecting the required data in this research to answer the problem of the research. The researcher collects the data through questionnaires, test, observation, field notes and the documentation as the instruments. 
1.  Questionnaires
Questionnaires are a method of gathering data that we all experience on a near daily basis. The data to be collected from a large number of people and it can distribute through a number of different method such as giving it in person, sending it through email or via telephone conversation (Kervin and Vialle, 2006: 97). It is distributed to all students In the first class of MTs Darul Hikmah Tawangsari Tulungagung before implementing strategy. The researcher analyzed it using Guttmann scale,”yes” answer score 1 and “no” answer score 0 (Riduwan, 2005:17).     
2.  Test
The vocabulary test was conducted to measure the students’ vocabulary ability especially or students’ improvement in vocabularies mastery and how far their attention while teaching learning process.
3.  Observation 

The researcher searched the classroom during the implementation of index card match game to improve students’ vocabulary ability. It covered the observation of the teaching and learning process through the students’ and teachers’ action, behavior also the classroom interaction. The researcher did this observation with collaborator teacher.
4.  Field Notes

Field notes are the researchers’ note about what has happened during a period of research. Field note can be difficult to take depend on the type of research being conducted. A useful strategy can be jotting down notes that will serve as memory aid which are than reconstructed to full notes by researcher as soon as possible after the period of observation. In the study, field notes are used to record the unexpected event during the observation is done. It was used as supporting data to support this study analyzed.
5. Documentation

Documentation is any communicable material (such as text, video, photo audio or combination). Documentation was used to record the general data to be related the description of school, English teacher and the number of the students. It is as secondary data to support this study analyzed.
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