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CHAPTER V 

DISCUSSION 

 

This chapter presents the discussion related to the findings of the study. 

This chapter discuss the findings in order to clarify the answers of research 

problems.  

 

The first problem in this study the researcher focuses on type of idiomatic 

expression in selected chapter of novel by Mark Twain. There are 57 phrasal 

verbs idioms, 12 tournures idioms, 9 irreversible binomial idioms, 10 phrasal 

compound idioms, 3 incorporating verbs idioms, and 4 pseudo-idioms. Idioms can 

also be interpreted as a style or distinctive style used in communicating orally or 

in writing. In addition, the term idiomatic is related to the expression. Idioms can 

be used in written form either in fiction or non-fiction which the author uses to 

convey meaning and purpose. In literary works which are a form of fiction 

writing, especially short stories and novels, idioms are used to add repertoire and 

add distinctive features in literary works in conveying the meaning of expressions. 

This is shown from the results of research which shows that language variations, 

especially the use of idiomatic expression in novel, can seem more interesting and 

can arouse the curiosity of reader. 

The second problem in this study is what the meaning of idiomatic 

expression are found in the selected chapter of novel by Mark Twain. Every 

literary work created by the author has a convey meaning and purpose. In written 

communication, especially in literary woks the authors use the idioms in order to 
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convey their imagination. They use idioms in case to add color and texture to 

language by creating images that convey meanings beyond those of the individual 

words that make them up. Every idiomatic expression has its own meaning 

depending on the conditions in the context. Meaning is the understanding given to 

a linguistic form in simple language and prepared in an appropriate form to be 

conveyed through written or unwritten means of communication. The meaning of 

an expression will be known after understanding the context that occurs in the 

literary work. 

From this explanation, it can be concluded that in selected chapter of novel 

by Mark Twain, there are several idiomatic expression that can help readers 

understand the meaning of the idiomatic expressions. Therefore, the use of 

idiomatic expression is not to complicate the understanding of a literary work but 

to clarify and facilitate the understanding of the literary work. 

The findings of this study use some theories. The researcher stands on the 

theories of Brown (2020) and Makkai (1972). There are some types of idiomatic 

expression. 

The first type of idiomatic expression is phrasal verbs idioms, a phrasal 

verbs idioms is a compound verbs consisting of verb and a particle (adverb or 

preposition). One of the example that found in  novel by Mark Twain is "Get 

home". The researcher’s finding is appropriate with the theory of Brown in 

phrasal verbs.  

The second type of idiomatic expression is tournures idioms, that is a type 

of idiom are the largest lexemic idioms, usually containing at least three words 
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and are mostly verbs. Tournures idioms are divided into seven (7) types. In novel 

by Mark twain the resercher found one of the example of tournures idiom "Passed 

it along". This expression is tournures idioms type seven the foem contains the 

compulsory it in the middle of sentence. The sentence verifies the theory of 

Makkai about tournures idiom.  

The third type of idiomatic expression is irreversible binomial idioms. 

Irreversible Binomial Idioms consist of two words, which are separated by 

conjunction. The words orders in this structure are fixed. The reseracher conclude 

that "Bright and fresh" is belonging into irreversible binomial idioms. This 

expression has a meaning emmiting or reflecting much light, full of energy and 

enthusiasm. This expression verifies the theory of Makkai about irreversible 

binomial idiom. 

The fourth type of idiomatic expression is phrasal compound idiom. 

Phrasal compound idiom is idiom that contains primarily nominal made up of 

“adjective plus noun”, “noun plus noun”, “verb plus noun”, or “adverb plus 

preposition”. In novel by Mark Twain the researcher found one example of 

phrasal compound idiom "Tad poles" this expression contains nominal made up of 

form noun plus noun. The meaning of this expression is a small, black creature 

with a large head and long tail that lives in water and develops into a frog or toad. 

The reseracher found phrasal compound idioms type appropriate with Makkai 

theory.  

The fifth type of idiomatic expression is incorporating verbs idioms. In 

incorporating Verbs Idioms have the forms are NounVerb, Adjective-Noun, 
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Noun-Noun, Adjective Verb and Adjective Noun. Usually incorporating verb 

separated by (-) and usually used as verb. One example of incorporating verbs 

idioms found in novel by Mark Twain  is "White wash". This expression made up 

of adjective plus verb". The resercher found incorporating verbs idiom type 

appropriate with Makkai theory.  

The sixth type of idiomatic expression is pseudo-idioms. Pseudo-idioms 

can mislead or misinform an unwary listener. One of the example of pseudo-

idioms is "The core of my apple" has meaning the important of secret. The 

resercher found pseudo-idioms type appropriate with Makkai theory. 

Subkhan (2018), in his research entitled "An Analysis of Idiomatic 

Expression Found on American Sniper Movie". The researcher analyzes the types 

of idiomatic expression used in american snipper movie, using theory McCharty 

and O’Dell there are eight types of idiom either it is similes, binomials, trinomials, 

proverbs, euphemisms, cliché, fixed statements, and other languages. In American 

sniper movie there are 35 idiomatic expressions. From the types of idiomatic 

expression above, in American sniper movie is found types of idiomatic 

expression as follows: there are (0) idiomatic expression of similes, (0) idiomatic 

expression of binomials, (2) idiomatic expression of trinomials, (0) idiomatic 

expression of proverbs, (3) idiomatic expression of euphemisms, (0) idiomatic 

expression of cliché, (30) idiomatic expressions of fixed statements, and (0) 

idiomatic expression of other languages.  The second finding is that idiomatic 

expression of fixed statement is the most dominant idioms used in american sniper 

movie with a total of 30 fixed statement and a precentage of 85,7%.  
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Listyanto (2014), in her research entitled "The Use Of Idioms In The Dark 

Knight Rises Movie Script (Pragmatic Approach)". The researcher analyzes that, 

first, there are five classifications of speech acts of idiom used in The Dark Knight 

Rises movie script (in the dialogue between character) according to the context of 

the dialogue, representative, co missive, expressive, directive, and declaration. 

From the types of speech acts of idiom above, in The Dark Knight Rises Movie 

Script found 67 types of classification of speech acts as follows : there are (38) 

representatives, (1) expressive, (4) commissives, (16) directives, and (8) 

declarations. The second finding is that representative is the most dominant 

speech acts of idioms used in The Dark Knight Rises movie script with a total of 

38 representatives and a precentage of 56,7%. 

Siti (2008), in her research entitled "An analysis of lexical and contextual 

meaning on the idiomatic expressions found in Jalalluddin Rumi’s poems". The 

researcher analyzes that, first, in the form of poems written by Jalalludin Rumi, its 

is found that the poems contains various idiomatic expressions. The number of 

idiomatic expressions used in Jalalludin Rumi's poems is about fourty six (46) of 

ten data presentations. The second finding the lexical meaning of idiomatic 

expressions which commonly assigned in dictionary. By refering to lexical 

meaning in the dictionary where the idiomatic expressions defined lexically or 

based on the dictionary. Then, finding contextual meaning of idiomatic 

expressions it is implicit and we have to and to interpret its meaning, the meaning 

of idiomatic expression relates to the sense or feeling. In addition, most of the 

lexical meaning of idiomatic expression has the same meaning contextually. But, 
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overall from ten (10) data, the contextual meaning of idiomatic expression 

dominated the emaning of idiomatic expression than lexically. 

Based on some of findings from the previous studies, they have the same 

findings, which is to analyze the types of idiomatic expressions, the most 

dominant type of idiomatic expression, the theme of the literary work, analyze the 

meaning of idiomatic expression, and the reasons for use of idiomatic expression 

in literature. In this study the focus is on the types of idiomatic expression, then 

the researcher finds out the meaning of idiomatic expression in the selected 

chapter of novel by Mark Twain. However, in this case the researcher agrees that 

the idiomatic expression can be used in various ways, such as written and oral 

aspects. Evident in speech acts, poems, movie script and novel. Therefore, the 

researcher assumes that studying idiomatic expression is one of the interesting 

things to research. 

 


