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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS 

In this chapter, the researcher would like to present the result of the data 

finding and the analysis after doing all the steps mentioned in the previous 

chapter. 

 

A. Findings 

In this chapter, the researcher presents the data of deixis types and 

what are the function and reference of the kinds of deixis found in Hillary 

Clinton’s Speech text at a Campaign Even at the National Building Museum 

in Washington on June, 07 2008.  

There are some utterances or words in our language that cannot be 

interpreted at all if we do not know the context, especially the physical 

context of the speaker. Deixis refers to a word in which it referred or its 

pointing is always moving or changing depend on the speaker, place, and 

time of the utterance. The meaning is still relevant with the context. Levinson 

(1983:62) indentifies five types of deixis: person deixis, place deixis, time 

deixis, discourse deixis, and social deixis. In this research, the researcher 

focuses on five deixis types: person deixis, spatial/place deixis, and 

temporal/time deixis, discourse deixis and social deixis in Hillary Clinton’s 

speech text, based on Yule and Levinson’s theory.  

The presented data in this research are: 
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a. Finding in person deixis found in Hillary Clinton’s speech text. 

After identifying the data, it is found that there are three kinds of 

person deixis, they are first person, second person, and third person. 

The first person deixis in this research refers to the speaker. The 

researcher found 143 for the first person deixis. In this part, the 

researcher only presented the some data (for the complete one see 

Appendix I). The examples of the first person deixis are presented 

below: 

In line 1 and 3 Page 1, the speaker said “Well, this isn’t exactly 

the party I’d planned, but I sure like the company. And I want to start 

today by saying how grateful I am to all of you…” This utterance 

include in the first person deixis – singular pronoun, because the word 

“I” refers to Hillary Clinton as the speaker when she started her 

speech. She wants to say thanks to all of her endorse or audience, 

because they are very enthusiastic to come in her campaign. The 

speaker are also very happy because all of endorse are giving support 

obligingly. 

This sentence also implied in the first person deixis, the sentence 

is “Today, as I suspend my campaign, I congratulate him on the 

victory he has won and the extraordinary race he has run. I endorse 

him…” the words “I” in Line 26 Page 2 is singular pronoun, because 

the word “I” refers to speaker (Hillary Clinton) who spoke on 

Saturday at a campaign event. In her campaign, she wanted to states 
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that suspend her campaign and states that the speaker endorse and 

throw full support behind the next president of the United States, 

Barrack Obama. 

The statement in Line 4 Page 6: “I ran as daughter who 

benefited from opportunities my mother never dreamed of. I ran as a 

mother who worried about my daughter’s futures and mother who 

wanted to leave all children brighter tomorrows.” This utterance is 

include in first person deixis singular pronoun because the word “I” 

means that speaker herself, Hillary Clinton. She wanted his position is 

known by the audiences that she as a daughter and also as a mother. It 

can be seen in utterance “I ran as daughter who benefited from 

opportunities my mother never dreamed of.” The word “I” means that 

Hillary is in a position as a daughter who has a chance to be a 

president who was never dreamed by her mother. Then, in statement 

“I ran as a mother who worries about my daughter’s future and a 

mother who wants to leave all children brighter tomorrows.” It means 

that Hillary is at the position as a mother worried about the future of 

their children and a mother who wants to fight for a brighter future her 

children. 

And then, singular pronoun also found in the statement in Line 

23 Page 7 “And I hope and pray that all of you will join me in that 

effort.” The word “me” could be includes into first personal deixis – 

singular pronoun in person deixis. The word “me” refers to Hillary 
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Clinton (speaker) that she hopes the audiences wanted to join in her 

effort to help elect Barack Obama become the next president. 

The statement in Line 1 Page 2 “Eighteen million of you, from 

all walks of life women and men, young and old, Latino and Asian, 

African-American and Caucasian rich, poor, and middle-class, gay 

and straight, you have stood with me.” The word “me” implied in the 

first person – singular pronoun that refers to the speaker who 

explained to the her audiences, they are the eighteen million of her 

endorse who walks of life women and men, young and old, Latino and 

Asian, African-American and Caucasian rich, poor, and middle-class, 

gay and straight who endorse Hillary Clinton obligingly. The speaker 

Hillary Clinton pledged the she will stand with her endorse in every 

time, place and ways to fighting their dream. 

The next sentence “We all want an economy that sustains the 

America dream, the opportunity to work hard and have the work 

rewarded, to save for college, a home retirement, to afford that gas and 

those groceries or colleges, who have felt invisible to their president 

these last seven years.” the word “We” in Line 20 Page 3 include in 

first person – plural pronoun, because the word “we” refers to Hillary 

Clinton (as speaker) and all of audience. In this utterance Hillary 

wanted to strengthen her statement that audiences or the people of 

America wanted an economy that lifts all of people and also 

prosperity for the people of America. 
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First person - possessive pronoun found in this sentence “And 

we all want to restore America’s standing in the world, to end the war 

in Iraq, and once again lead by the power of our values and to join 

with our allies to confront our shared challenges, from poverty and 

genocide to terrorism and global warming.” The word “our” in Line 

20 Page 3 is person deixis (first person – possessive pronoun). It is 

referred to speaker and audiences.  “Our values” and “our allies” here 

mean that Hillary wanted to invite the audiences or society to restore 

America’s standing in the world and to end the war in Iraq. Besides 

that, these words also referred to lead by their values and to join with 

America’s allies to confront from poverty and threat to terrorism and 

global warming. 

The next sentence which include in first person –possessive 

pronoun also found in this sentence “And that is why I will work my 

heart out to make sure that Sen. Obama is our next president.” The 

utterance in Line 22 Page 7 is word “our” next president includes in 

person deixis (first person – possessive pronoun) that belongs to the 

president of Hillary and all audiences. The speaker wanted to invite 

the audiences or citizen of United States to help elect Barack Obama 

and to make sure that he is the next president of America. 

The utterances in Line 1 Page 8: “To my friends from every 

stage of my life, your love and ongoing commitment sustained me 

every single.” The word “my” includes into first person – possessive 
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pronoun in person deixis which refers to speaker, Hillary Clinton. In 

this utterance, word “my” has two purposes that are in word “my 

friends” refers to speaker’s friends whereas in “my life” refers to 

speaker’s life. But from two words above, “my” has same meaning 

that is as possessive pronoun. 

Furthermore, the sentence “But I am a woman and, like millions 

of women, I know there are still barriers and biases out there, often 

unconscious, and I want to build an America that respect and embrace 

the potential of every last one of us.” The utterance in Line 3 Page 6 is 

able to include as object in first person – plural pronoun. The object 

means the Hillary Clinton (speaker) and the addressee or audiences. In 

her statement, speaker wanted to invite the audiences to build an 

America and embraces the potential one of the women. 

The second person deixis in this research refers to the audiences 

who came to Hillary Clinton campaign, and supported obligingly. The 

researcher found 27 the second person deixis. in this part, the 

researcher only presented some data (for the complete one see 

Appendix 1). The examples of the first person deixis are presented 

below: 

The statement “To my family, especially Bill and Chelsea and 

my mother, you mean the world to me, and I thank you for all you 

have done.” The word “you” in Line 3 Page 8 is second personal-

plural pronoun in person deixis and the word “you” here is refers to 
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Hillary Clinton’s family, that is Bill (her husband), Chelsea (her 

daughter), and her mother that they are people who mean in Hillary 

Clinton’s life. 

Then, Hillary Clinton stated in Line 8 Page 2: “And I will 

continue to stand strong with you every time, every place, in every 

way that I can.” The word “you” is second personal-plural pronoun in 

person deixis and the meaning of “you” here refers to the addressee or 

audiences in the speech who spend their time to came in her campaign 

and support obligingly. The speaker (Hillary Clinton) wanted to 

strengthen her statement that she will always be on their side, the 

people from all class of society. It can be seen in her before statement, 

“Eighteen million of you, from all walks of life women and men, 

young and old, Latino and Asian, African – American and Caucasian 

rich, poor, and middle-class, gay and straight, you have stood with me. 

The researcher found the word “your” in Line 7 Page 8. It could 

be including in second personal pronoun (possessive pronoun) in 

person deixis. The meaning of “your” here refers to all family of 

Hillary Clinton’s staff, volunteers, and supporters who worked those 

long, hard hours and sacrificed for Hillary Clinton. In this statement, 

he speaker (Hillary Clinton) said thank for their families for their 

sacrifice and their support. It states as “And thanks to your families, 

as well, because your sacrifice was their too.”  
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The next sentence is “And all of you will know that, because of 

your passion and hard work, you helped pave the way for that day.” In 

this utterance, the researcher found the word “your”, it is include in 

second person – possessive pronoun that refers to passion of audiences 

or endorse who came in her campaign. In this speech, speaker wanted 

to strengthen her statement that because of passion and hard work 

from audience, it can help pave the way for support Barack Obama 

become next president and also fighting for Human Right in United 

States. 

Furthermore, Hillary Clinton stated “…Are you going to do to 

make sure I have health care?" and began to cry, because even though 

she works three jobs, she can't afford insurance.” In this sentence, the 

researcher found the word “you” in Line 11 Page 2. This word could 

be include in second person – singular pronoun, because the word 

“you” here refers to the strong single mom who works three job and 

fought for her daughter. It can be seen in the statement of Hillary 

Clinton before, it is “Remember, we fought for the single mom with 

the young daughter, juggling work and school, who told me, “I’m 

doing it all to better myself for her. Are you going to do make sure I 

have health care?” and began to cry, because even though she works 

three jobs, she can’t afford insurance.” 

The second person – plural pronoun also found in the sentence 

“Eighteen million of you, from all walks of life women and men, 
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young and old, Latino and Asian, African-American and Caucasian 

rich, poor, and middle-class, gay and straight, you have stood with 

me.” The researcher found the word “you” in Line 5 and 6 Page 2, it 

included in second person – plural pronoun because the word “you” 

refers to all of Hillary Clinton’s endorser from all social class who 

voted Hillary and have inspired and touched Hillary with the stories of 

the joys and sorrows that make up the fabric of live. 

The next sentence is “…who knocked on doors and made calls, 

who talked, sometimes argued with your friends and neighbors who e-

mailed and contributed online, who invested so much in our common 

enterprise…” the words “your” in Line 6 Page 1 here included in 

second person – possessive pronoun, because it refers to her audience 

or her endorser’s friends and neighbor who e-mailed and contributed 

online to voted Hillary Clinton. 

The sentences in Line 19 Page 6 “Always aim high, work hard 

and care deeply about what you believe in. And, when you stumble, 

keep faith. And, when you're knocked down, get right back up and 

never listen to anyone who says you can't or shouldn't go on.” The 

researcher found the word “you” that include in second person – 

plural pronoun. In this sentence there are three word of “you” that all 

refers to audiences who disappointed and always aim high and work 

hard into her campaign. 
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In her campaign, Hillary also state “…to everyone who poured 

your hearts and your hopes into this campaign, who drove for miles 

and lined the streets waving homemade signs…” In this statement, 

there are two the word “your” in Line 4 Page 1 could be included in 

second person – possessive pronoun. This word refers to hopes and 

heart of audiences who came in her campaign, supported and 

sacrificed for Hillary Clinton and her campaign. In her campaign, 

Hillary Clinton stated that she how grateful to all of her audiences or 

endorser who spends time to came her campaign and supported 

obligingly. 

And then, in the utterance in Line 15 Page 2 “We fought for the 

young man in the Marine Corps t-shirt who waited months for medical 

care and said, "Take care of my buddies over there, and then will you 

please take care of me?" In this utterance the researcher found the 

word “you” that include in second person – singular pronoun. It is 

refers to a young man in the Marine Corps t-shirt who waited for 

medical care. In this speech, Hillary told that there is a young man 

who waited months for medical care, Hillary also said that fought for 

all people who have lost job and health care. 

The last is third person. The third person deixis in this research 

refers to the other person who told Hillary Clinton in her speech at a 

campaign event. The researcher found 31 for the third person deixis. 

In this part, the researcher only presented some data (for the complete 
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one see Appendix I). The examples of the first person deixis are 

presented below: 

The statement in Line 14 Page 5: “We’ll have to work hard to 

bring our troops home from Iraq and get them the support they’ve 

earned by their service.” There is person deixis (third person- plural 

pronoun). Here, the word “they” means that America’s troops. In her 

speech, Hillary said that she wanted to invite the audience to worked  

hard to bring their troops home from Iraq to become a stronger 

America and also she invites the troops to helped elect Barrack 

Obama become their president. 

The utterance in Line 12 Page 2 there is word “she” includes in 

third person deixis – singular person pronoun. The word “she” means 

that a single mom and hard worker for her daughter and fighting to get 

health insurance. It states as “Remember, we fought for single mom 

with the young daughter, juggling work and school, who told me “I’m 

doing it all to better myself for her. Are you going to do make sure I 

have health care?” and began to cry, because even though she works 

three jobs, she can’t afford insurance.” 

Hillary state that “To build that future I see, we must make sure 

that women and men alike understand the struggles of their 

grandmothers and their mothers, and that women enjoy equal 

opportunities, equal pay and equal respect.” The researcher found the 

word “their” in utterance in Line 8 Page 6, it is includes in third 
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person – possessive pronoun. This word means that grandmother and 

mother of audiences. In this utterance speaker (Hillary) wanted all of 

audiences must understand the struggle of their mother and their 

grandmother. In her speech, speaker also wanted that women have 

equal right with men. 

Next sentence, “She passed away soon after, and, under state 

law, her ballot didn’t count, but her daughter later told a reporter, “My 

dad’s an ornery, old cowboy, and he didn’t like it when he heard 

Mom’s vote wouldn’t be counted…” in this sentence, the researcher 

found the word “he” in Line 20 Page 1, it could be include in third 

person – singular pronoun, because the word “he” refers to a father 

who as a ornery or old cowboy. In this utterance, a daughter told a 

reporter that her father is an ornery or old cowboy that did not like 

when Mom’s vote for Hillary would not be counted. 

The statement in Line 25 Page 3 “We all want a health care 

system that is universal, high quality and affordable so that parents 

don’t have to choose between care for themselves or their children or 

be stuck in dead-end jobs simply to keep their insurance.” The 

researcher found the word “their” that could be include in third person 

– possessive pronoun, it refers to the children of parents who want a 

health care system that is universal. In this utterance, the speaker 

wanted to strengthen her statement that she want to fought for a health 
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system that is universal, high-quality and affordable so that parents do 

not have choose between care for themselves or their children. 

The utterance in Line 8 Page 3 “And in this campaign, he has 

inspired so many to become involved in the democratic process and 

invested in our common future.” The word “he” implied in third 

person – singular pronoun, because the word “he” only refers to 

president Barrack Obama that won in the general elections. In this 

utterance, the speaker (Hillary Clinton) said to her audiences that 

Barrack Obama has dedicated himself to ensuring the dream of 

American is realized. It can be seen in speaker’s statement “In his own 

life, Barrack Obama has lived the American dream, as a community 

organizer, in the state Senate, as a United States Senator. He has 

dedicated himself to ensuring the dream is realized.” 

b. Finding in place deixis found in Hillary Clinton speech text 

After identifying the data, it is found that there are two kinds of 

place deixis, they are: proximal and distal term. The proximal term in 

this research refers to place that near from speaker, and the distal term 

refers to place that away from speaker. The researcher found 42 for 

the place deixis. In this part the researcher only presented the sample 

of the data (for the complete one see Appendix 1). The example of the 

place deixis are presented below: 

The statement “To the young people like 13-year-old Anne 

Riddell from Mayfield, Ohio, who had been saving for two years to go 
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to Disney World and decided to use her savings instead to travel to 

Pennsylvania with her mom and volunteer there, as well.” The word 

“there” in Line 12  Page 1 included in place deixis-distal form, 

because the word “there” could mean an object distal or away from 

speaker’s location. It refers to the place where the young people from 

Mayfield, Ohio who decided to use her saving instead to travel to 

Pennsylvania with her mom and volunteer. So, the word “there” it 

means Pennsylvania. 

The next sentence is “… Her daughter and a friend put an 

American flag behind her bed and helped her fill out the ballot.” The 

word “behind” found in the Line 12 Page 1, it is deictic expression 

and basically function to point of place of American flag. It’s could be 

included in proximal term because the position of flag is near from 

woman’s bed. Here, the speaker (Hillary Clinton) told to her 

audiences that the  women was 88 years old insisted that her daughter 

brings an absentee ballot to her hospice bedside and then her daughter 

and a friend put an American flag behind her bed and helped her fill 

out the ballot. The point here is the word “behind” point the position 

of American flag which is placed a daughter. So, that it can be 

categorized as place deixis. 

After that, the statement “I entered this race because I have an 

old-fashioned conviction that public service is about helping people 

solve their problems and their dream.” The word this in Line 18 Page 
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12 is also included in place deixis-proximal term, because it can mean 

an object close to the speaker’s location. In her speech, Hillary wanted 

to convince her audiences that she want entered the race of president 

because she has old-fashioned conviction that public service is about 

helping people solve their problem and live their dreams, she also 

hoped all of Americans has same opportunity. 

Furthermore, the utterance “As we gather here today in this 

historic, magnificent building, the 50th woman to leave this Earth is 

orbiting overhead. If we can blast 50 women into space, we will 

someday launch a woman into the White House.” In these sentences 

on Page 6, there are three words that could be included into place 

deixis. First is the word “here” found in Line 22, includes in place 

deixis-proximal term, and it is close to the speaker’s location and that 

refers to the National Building Museum, the location of speaker’s 

campaign. Second word is “this”, found in the Line 22 could be 

included in place deixis-proximal term. The speaker used it to point 

the place of our live, means Earth. Third word is “into” found in the 

Line 23 and Line 24. It is deictic expression which identically refers to 

a place. Here, the word “into” in Line 23 is refers to the space, and the 

word “into” in Line 24 is refers to the place of White House, if in 

Indonesia called “Istana Negara”. In this speech, speaker wants to 

convince her audiences that someday they could launch a woman into 

the White House. She believed that nothing impossible in this word. 

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)

http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/


63 
 

 

Because of three words above point of place, so it can be included into 

place deixis. 

c. Finding in time deixis found in Hillary Clinton speech text. 

After identifying the data, it is found that there are two kinds of 

time deixis, they are: proximal and distal term. The proximal term in 

this study refers to time (present) which the utterance is produce. And 

the distal term is refers to time (past tense) when utterance is produce. 

The researcher found 41 time deixis. In this part, the researcher only 

presented the some data (for the complete one see Appendix I). The 

examples of time deixis are presented below: 

The statement “She passed away soon after, and under state law, 

her ballot didn’t count, but her daughter later told a reporter…” found 

in the Line 19 Page 1. Here the speaker (Hillary Clinton) wants to tell 

the condition that happens of woman who voted for Hillary Clinton. It 

can be seen in sentence “She passed away soon after” it means that a 

woman passed away when she filled out the ballot. The word “after” 

will bring us to the past condition when a woman voted. The word 

“after” could be included in distal term. 

The next sentence “We fought for all those who’ve lost jobs and 

health care, who can’t afford gas or groceries or colleges, who have 

felt invisible to their president these last seven years.” Statement in 

Line 17 Page 2 about the words “last seven years” refers to time 

deixis-distal term, because it has meaning longer periods of that 
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extend outward from the point of situation or condition of American 

that the president before Obama take less care of the people who have 

lost job or destitutions. “last seven years” might refer to the condition 

on 2001 years, because the speaker delivered her speech on 2008 

years. 

The word “when” in Line 10 Page 3 is deictic expression which 

basically concerned to term of time. Here, speaker tried to explore her 

intended to win back the White House and make sure that Barrack 

Obama can puts their country back on the path to peace, prosperity 

and progress. And it talked about the time, it can be include into time 

deixis-proximal term. It states as “Now, when I started this race, I 

intended to win back the White House and make sure we have a 

president who puts our country back on the path to peace, prosperity 

and progress.” 

The word “lived” found in Line 6 Pages 3 it is refers to time 

deixis. It means that past tense is considered distal term, because 

Barrack Obama long has been dream, he has dedicated himself to 

ensuring the dreams is realized and made America become prosperous 

country. It states as “In his own life, Barrack Obama has lived the 

American dream, as a community organizer, in the state Senate, as a 

United States Senator.” 

The statement in Line 14 Pages 3: “Now, I understand – I 

understand that we all know this has been a tough fight, but the 
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Democrat Party is a family…” The word “Now” refers to time deixis, 

because it has meaning the situation or condition when the speaker 

delivered a speech, so it is also included in proximal term.  In her 

statement, the speaker explained that she understood that this race is a 

tough struggle and the Democrat Party is a part of her, so the speaker 

wanted to invite the audiences to make sure their ideals, their values 

cherish, and also their love country. 

And then, Hillary Clinton also state “Today, as I suspend my 

campaign, I congratulate him on the victory he has won and the 

extraordinary race he has run…” in Line 26 Page 2, the bold and italic 

word refers to time deixis-proximal term and it explain on Saturday, it 

is the day when speaker delivered her speech to congratulate on the 

Barrack Obama’s victory and she also explained that she supported 

him. 

Furthermore, the utterance “You know, I’ve been involved in 

politics and public life in one way or another for four decades. And 

during those, during 40 years, our country has voted 10 times for 

president. Democrat won only three of those times, and the man who 

won two of those elections is with us today.” The sentences in page 4, 

there are six words of deixis times. First is the word “four decades” 

found in line 7, it means that 40 years, because one decade is mean 10 

years. It can be seen in next supported sentence “And during those, 

during 40 years…” Second is the word “10 times” found in Line 8. 
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Third is the word “three of those times” found in Line 9, fourth is the 

word “two of those” found in Line 9, and the last word is “today” 

found in Line 10. In her speech, speaker wanted explain her audiences 

that she has been involved in politics during four decades, it has the 

same meaning with during 40 years. American has voted president for 

ten times and Democrat Party won on three times of ten times 

election. Meanwhile, Barrack Obama won two periods of three 

elections. Because it talked about the time in the past from utterance is 

produce, so it can be included into time deixis-distal term.  

d. Finding in discourse deixis found in Hillary Clinton’s speech text. 

After identifying the data, it is found the discourse deixis in this 

text. The discourse deixis in this research refers to some portion of the 

discourse that contains the utterance. The researcher found 13 for 

discourse deixis. In this part, the researcher only presented the 

example of some data (for the complete one see Appendix I). The 

examples of the discourse deixis are presented below: 

The utterance "My dad's an ornery, old cowboy, and he didn't 

like it when he heard Mom's vote wouldn't be counted…” this 

sentence found in Line 20 Page 1. The words “he” refers to “my dad”, 

the father of a daughter who told to reporter. The word “he” could be 

included in discourse deixis because it refer to same referent as some 

prior term, it is “My dad”. Here, a daughter who her mother passed 
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away after filled a ballot, told to the reporter about her father and 

mother. 

The utterance in Line 6 Page 3: “In his own life, Barack Obama 

has lived the American dream, as a community organizer, in the state 

Senate, as a United States senator.” The word “he” refers to Barrack 

Obama. Because this word refers to the same referent as after term, it 

can be categorized as discourse deixis. In this speech, the speaker told 

to her audience about Barrack Obama that give inspired to become 

involved in the democratic process and invested in American common 

future. 

After that, in statement “That's why we need to help elect 

Barack Obama our president.” Utterance in Line 3 Page 4 the word 

“that” refers to statement above, that is “And that together we will 

work -- we'll have to work hard to achieve universal health care. But 

on the day we live in an America where no child, no man, and no 

woman is without health insurance, we will live in a stronger 

America.” In this statement, speaker (Hillary Clinton) wanted her 

audience know the reason they should supported Barrack Obama 

become next president America. Because the word “that” refers t 

statement above, so it could be categories as discourse deixis. 

The word “them” found in Line 6 Page 7 also could be included 

in discourse deixis. Because it is explained the statement before, in 

this case, it is about the struggle of heroes to fought the Human Right 
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in America. It states as “Because of them, I grew up taking for granted 

that women could vote, and, because of them, my daughter grew up 

taking for granted that children of all colors could go to school 

together.” 

 The next sentence is “It is this belief, this optimism that Sen. 

Obama and I share and that has inspired so many millions of our 

supporters to make their voices heard.” The word “our” found in Line 

25 Page 4, it is refers to Obama and Hillary Clinton that believed that 

their optimism has inspired so many millions their supporters to make 

their voices heard. Because this word refers to the same referent as 

prior term, it can be include into discourse deixis. 

e. Finding in social deixis found in Hillary Clinton’s speech text. 

After identifying the data, the researcher found two for the 

social deixis. The social deixis in this research refers to the level of 

relationships within people than to information. In this part, the 

researcher only presented the sample of the data (for the complete one 

see Appendix 1). The examples of the data are presented below: 

The sentences “And I want to start today by saying how grateful 

I am to all of you, to everyone who poured your hearts and your hopes 

into this campaign…” this utterance in Line 3 Page 1, the word “you” 

refers to audiences. Speaker (Hillary Clinton) used this word to call 

her audiences, she wanted to say thank for audiences who came in her 
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campaign. Because it has different social ranking between speaker and 

audiences, it could be included in social deixis. 

The utterance in Line 15 Page 6: “And that is truly remarkable, 

my friends.” The word “my friends” used Hillary to call her audiences 

also. In this sentence there are different social ranking between 

speaker and audiences, so it can be include in social deixis. This 

utterance could be uttered to make the situation more relax. It is does 

not mean that a speaker does not respect the audiences it might be 

used to make the situation more relax. In her speech, the speaker want 

to strengthen her statement that now will be unremarkable for a 

woman to win primary state victories, Hillary also convinced her 

audiences that woman can be the president of the United States. 

 

B. Analysis  

This sub-heading presents the analysis of the presented data related to 

the kinds of deixis and what the function and references of the kinds of deixis 

found. 

After conducting identification toward speech text of Hillary Clinton 

at a campaign event in the National Building Museum in Washington on 

June, 07 2008, the researcher found out three types of deixis used, namely: 

person deixis, spatial/place deixis, and temporal/time deixis. To identified 

sentences or word into person deixis, place deixis, and time deixis, we should 

know the context of sentence. 
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Yule (1996:9) states that “Deixis is a technical term (from Greek) for 

one of the most basic things we do with utterances.” It means ‘pointing’ is 

called a deictic expression. There are some words in the language that cannot 

be interpreted at all unless the physical context, especially the physical 

context of the speaker, is known. These are word like here, there, this, that, 

now, yesterday, as well as most pronouns, such us I, you, him, her, them. 

Some sentences of English are virtually impossible to understand if we don’t 

know who speaking, about whom, where and when we speak. 

Brown and Yule (1983:25) state that when we use any language, the 

environments, circumstance and contexts are important aspects, which must 

be referred. It means that context is on particular occasion, contexts and that 

speakers are related each other. Moreover, Levinson in Chojimah (2014:5) 

defines deixis as the relationship between language and context as reflected in 

language structures of language themselves. It covers the knowledge of which 

the speaker and the hearer are, when the communication takes place, where 

the communication happens, and what topic is being discussed. The same 

sentences might have different meaning if it is uttered by a different speaker 

in a different place and on a different occasion. So, context can help us to 

determine what conveyed implication is but not explicitly stated by the 

speaker. 

In this research, the researcher used on Yule’s theory, and supported 

by Levinson’s theory those are person deixis (first, second and third person), 

spatial/place deixis, and temporal/time deixis, discourse deixis and social 
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deixis. After having findings results is in Hillary Clinton’s speech text, the 

researcher explains the analysis below: 

1. Person Deixis 

Person deixis are any expression used to point to a person, for 

example: I, you, me, they, them, etc. Levinson (1983; 62&68) states that 

person deixis deals with the predetermination of the role of participants in 

the speech event in which the utterance in question is uttered and it is 

reflected in the grammatical categories of person. Yule (1996:10) 

identified three types of person deixis: 

a. First Person 

First person also called as speaker. The deictic center or the 

central person in these types of deixis is the speaker. For the first 

speaker, the researcher founds first person deixis which consist of 

words I, we, our, me, my, and us. To make clear the analysis, the 

researcher gives some data:  

The statement in Line 3 Page 1: “And I want to start today by 

saying how grateful I am to all of you …” this utterance include in 

first person deixis - singular pronoun, because the word “I” refers to 

Hillary Clinton as the speaker when she started her speech. She wants 

to say thanks to all of her endorse or audience, because they are very 

enthusiastic to come in her campaign. The speaker are also very happy 

because all of endorse are giving support obligingly. 
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The statement in Line 4 Page 6: “I ran as daughter who 

benefited from opportunities my mother never dreamed of. I ran as a 

mother who worried about my daughter’s futures and mother who 

wanted to leave all children brighter tomorrows.” This utterance is 

include in first person deixis singular pronoun because the word “I” 

means that speaker herself, Hillary Clinton. She wanted his position is 

known by the audiences that she as a daughter and also as a mother. It 

can be seen in utterance “I ran as daughter who benefited from 

opportunities my mother never dreamed of.” The word “I” means that 

Hillary is in a position as a daughter who has a chance to be a 

president who was never dreamed by her mother. Then, in statement 

“I ran as a mother who worries about my daughter’s future and a 

mother who wants to leave all children brighter tomorrows.” It means 

that Hillary is at the position as a mother worried about the future of 

their children and a mother who wants to fight for a brighter future her 

children.  

The next statement is “We all want an economy that sustains the 

America dream, the opportunity to work hard and have the work 

rewarded, to save for college, a home retirement, to afford that gas and 

those groceries …” the word “We” in Line 20 Page 3 include in first 

person – plural pronoun, because the word “we” refers to Hillary 

Clinton (as speaker) and all of audience. In this utterance Hillary 

wanted to strengthen her statement that audiences or the people of 
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America wanted an economy that lifts all of people and also 

prosperity for the people of America. 

And then, the sentence “And we all want to restore America’s 

standing in the world, to end the war in Iraq, and once again lead by 

the power of our values and to join with our allies to confront our 

shared challenges, from poverty and genocide to terrorism and global 

warming.” The word “our” in Line 20 Page 3 is person deixis (first 

person – possessive pronoun). It is referred to speaker and audiences.  

“Our values” and “our allies” here mean that Hillary wanted to invite 

the audiences or society to restore America’s standing in the world 

and to end the war in Iraq. Besides that, these words also referred to 

lead by their values and to join with America’s allies to confront from 

poverty and threat to terrorism and global warming. 

The sentence “And that is why I will work my heart out to make 

sure that Sen. Obama is our next president.” The utterance in Line 22 

Page 7 is word “our” next president includes in person deixis (first 

person – possessive pronoun) that belongs to the president of Hillary 

and all audiences. The speaker wanted to invite the audiences or 

citizen of United States to help elect Barack Obama and to make sure 

that he is the next president of America. 

The statement in Line 23 Page 7: “And I hope and pray that all 

of you will join me in that effort.” The word “me” could be includes 

into first personal deixis – singular pronoun in person deixis. The 
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word “me” refers to Hillary Clinton (speaker) that she hopes the 

audiences wanted to join in her effort to help elect Barack Obama 

become the next president. 

The utterances in Line 1 Page 8: “To my friends from every 

stage of my life, your love and ongoing commitment sustained me 

every single.” The word “my” includes into first person – possessive 

pronoun in person deixis which refers to speaker, Hillary Clinton. In 

this utterance, word “my” has two purposes that are in word “my 

friends” refers to speaker’s friends whereas in “my life” refers to 

speaker’s life. But from two words above, “my” has same meaning 

that is as possessive pronoun. 

Furthermore , the sentence “But I am a woman and, like millions 

of women, I know there are still barriers and biases out there, often 

unconscious, and I want to build an America that respect and embrace 

the potential of every last one of us.” The utterance in Line 3 Page 6 is 

able to include as object in first person – plural pronoun. The object 

means the Hillary Clinton (speaker) and the addressee or audiences. In 

her statement, speaker wanted to invite the audiences to build an 

America and embraces the potential one of the women. 

b. Second Person 

Second person is used to refer to an addressee in a speech event. 

For first speaker the researcher founds second person deixis which 

consist of word you and your. Here the some supported data: 
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In her speech, the speaker said “To my family, especially Bill 

and Chelsea and my mother, you mean the world to me, and I thank 

you for all you have done.” The word “you” in Line 3 Page 8 is 

second personal-plural pronoun in person deixis and the meaning of 

“you” here is the Hillary Clinton’s family, that is Bill (her husband), 

Chelsea (her daughter), and her mother that they are people who mean 

in Hillary’s life. 

Statement in Line 8 Page 2: “And I will continue to stand strong 

with you every time, every place, in every way that I can.” The word 

“you” is second personal-plural pronoun in person deixis and the 

meaning of “you” here is the addressee or audiences in the speech. 

The speaker (Hillary Clinton) wanted to strengthen her statement that 

she will always be on their side, the people from all class of society. It 

can be seen in her before statement, “Eighteen million of you, from all 

walks of life women and men, young and old, Latino and Asian, 

African – American and Caucasian rich, poor, and middle-class, gay 

and straight, you have stood with me. 

The word “your” in Line 7 Page 8 could be including in second 

personal pronoun (possessive pronoun) in person deixis. The meaning 

of “your” here refers to all family of Hillary Clinton’s staff, 

volunteers, and supporters. In this statement, he speaker (Hillary 

Clinton) said thank for their families for their sacrifice and their 
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support. It states as “And thanks to your families, as well, because 

your sacrifice was their too.”  

The researcher also found the second person deixis in this 

sentence “And all of you will know that, because of your passion and 

hard work, you helped pave the way for that day.” In this utterance, 

the word “your” is include in second person – possessive pronoun that 

refers to passion of audiences or endorse. In this speech, speaker 

wanted to strengthen her statement that because of passion and hard 

work from audience, it can help pave the way for support Barack 

Obama become next president and also fighting for Human Right in 

United States. 

c. Third Person 

Lyons, as quoted from Levinson (1983:69) mentions that “Third 

person is quite unlike first or second person, in that it does not 

correspond to any specific participant-role in the speech event.”  Third 

person pronoun stated in utterance does not refer to a speaker or an 

addressee. In this speech, for third person the researcher finds third 

person deixis which consist of word she, he, her, his, him, they, their, 

and them. Here the some supported data: 

The statement in Line 14 Page 5: “We’ll have to work hard to 

bring our troops home from Iraq and get them the support they’ve 

earned by their service.” There is person deixis (third person- plural 

pronoun). Here, the word “they” means that America’s troops. In her 
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speech, Hillary said that she wanted to invite the audience to worked  

hard to bring their troops home from Iraq to become a stronger 

America and also she invites the troops to helped elect Barrack 

Obama become their president. 

The utterance in Line 12 Page 2 there is word “she” includes in 

third person deixis – singular person pronoun. The word “she” means 

that a single mom and hard worker for her daughter and fighting to get 

health insurance. It states as “Remember, we fought for single mom 

with the young daughter, juggling work and school, who told me “I’m 

doing it all to better myself for her. Are you going to do make sure I 

have health care?” and began to cry, because even though she works 

three jobs, she can’t afford insurance.” 

The sentence “To build that future I see, we must make sure that 

women and men alike understand the struggles of their grandmothers 

and their mothers, and that women enjoy equal opportunities, equal 

pay and equal respect.” The utterance in Line 8 Page 6 there is word 

“their” includes in third person – possessive pronoun. This word 

means that grandmother and mother of audiences. In this utterance 

speaker (Hillary) wanted all of audiences must understand the struggle 

of their mother and their grandmother. In her speech, speaker also 

wanted that women have equal right with men. 
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2. Spatial/Place Deixis 

Spatial deixis are any expressions used to point a location, for 

example: here, there, this, there. The concept of distance already 

mentioned is clearly relevant to place deixis, where the relative location of 

people and thins is being indicated. Yule (1996:12) state that 

“Contemporary English makes use of only two adverbs, ‘here and there’, 

for the basic distinction, but in order texts and in some dialects, a much 

larger set of deictic expressions can be found.” 

The spatial location is relative to speaker’s location. It can be 

proximal (close speaker) and distal (away from the speaker). According to 

Yule (1996:9) deixis is clearly a form of referring that is tied to the 

speaker’s context, with the most basic distinction between deictic 

expressions being ‘near speaker’, versus ‘away from speaker’s’ In English, 

the near speaker is called proximal terms (this, here, now) and the away 

from speaker is called distal term (that, there, then). Here some support 

data of spatial deixis:  

In her utterance “To the young people like 13-year-old Anne 

Riddell from Mayfield, Ohio, who had been saving for two years to go to 

Disney World and decided to use her savings instead to travel to 

Pennsylvania with her mom and volunteer there, as well.” The word 

“there” in Line 12  Page 1 included in place deixis-distal form, because the 

word “there” could mean an object distal or away from speaker’s location. 

It refers to the place where the young people from Mayfield, Ohio who 
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decided to use her saving instead to travel to Pennsylvania with her mom 

and volunteer. So, the word “there” it means Pennsylvania. 

After that “… Her daughter and a friend put an American flag 

behind her bed and helped her fill out the ballot.” The word “behind” 

found in the Line 12 Page 1, it is deictic expression and basically function 

to point of place of American flag. It’s could be included in proximal term 

because the position of flag is near from woman’s bed. Here, the speaker 

(Hillary Clinton) told to her audiences that the  women was 88 years old 

insisted that her daughter brings an absentee ballot to her hospice bedside 

and then her daughter and a friend put an American flag behind her bed 

and helped her fill out the ballot. The point here is the word “behind” point 

the position of American flag which is placed a daughter. So, that it can be 

categorized as place deixis. 

The next sentence is “I entered this race because I have an old-

fashioned conviction that public service is about helping people solve their 

problems and their dream.” The word this in Line 18 Page 12 is also 

included in place deixis-proximal term, because it can mean an object 

close to the speaker’s location. In her speech, Hillary wanted to convince 

her audiences that she want entered the race of president because she has 

old-fashioned conviction that public service is about helping people solve 

their problem and live their dreams, she also hoped all of Americans has 

same opportunity. 

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)

http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/


80 
 

 

Furthermore, place deixis also found in sentence “As we gather 

here today in this historic, magnificent building, the 50th woman to leave 

this Earth is orbiting overhead. If we can blast 50 women into space, we 

will someday launch a woman into the White House.” In these sentences 

on Page 6, there are three words that could be included into place deixis. 

First is the word “here” found in Line 22, includes in place deixis-

proximal term, and it is close to the speaker’s location and that refers to 

the National Building Museum, the location of speaker’s campaign. 

Second word is “this”, found in the Line 22 could be included in place 

deixis-proximal term. The speaker used it to point the place of our live, 

means Earth. Third word is “into” found in the Line 23 and Line 24. It is 

deictic expression which identically refers to a place. Here, the word 

“into” in Line 23 is refers to the space, and the word “into” in Line 24 is 

refers to the place of White House, if in Indonesia called “Istana Negara”. 

In this speech, speaker wants to convince her audiences that someday they 

could launch a woman into the White House. She believed that nothing 

impossible in this word. Because of three words above point of place, so it 

can be included into place deixis. 

3. Temporal/Time Deixis 

Temporal deixis are any expressions used to point a time, for 

example: now, then, tonight, last week, tomorrow. Time deixis deal with 

the time at which an utterance is produce, it is unlike with person deixis 

which is concerned with individuals’ roles in speech event.  Time adverbs 
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in time deixis are relative to time utterance. The deictic central time of this 

deixis is the time at which the utterance is produce. According to Yule 

(1996: 15) present and past tense in time deixis (temporal deixis as Yule 

called) differentiate in proximal and distal form. In Hillary Clinton’s 

speech text, the researcher found time deixis. Here some supported data of 

time deixis: 

The sentence “She passed away soon after, and under state law, her 

ballot didn’t count, but her daughter later told a reporter…” found in the 

Line 19 Page 1. Here the speaker (Hillary Clinton) wants to tell the 

condition that happens of woman who voted for Hillary Clinton. It can be 

seen in sentence “She passed away soon after” it means that a woman 

passed away when she filled out the ballot. The word “after” will bring us 

to the past condition when a woman voted. The word “after” could be 

included in distal term. 

Time deixis also found in her utterance “We fought for all those 

who’ve lost jobs and health care, who can’t afford gas or groceries or 

colleges, who have felt invisible to their president these last seven years.” 

Statement in Line 17 Page 2 about the words “last seven years” refers to 

time deixis-distal term, because it has meaning longer periods of that 

extend outward from the point of situation or condition of American that 

the president before Obama take less care of the people who have lost job 

or destitutions. “last seven years” might refer to the condition on 2001 

years, because the speaker delivered her speech on 2008 years. 
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The word “when” in Line 10 Page 3 is deictic expression which 

basically concerned to term of time. Here, speaker tried to explore her 

intended to win back the White House and make sure that Barrack Obama 

can puts their country back on the path to peace, prosperity and progress. 

And it talked about the time, it can be include into time deixis-proximal 

term. It states as “Now, when I started this race, I intended to win back the 

White House and make sure we have a president who puts our country 

back on the path to peace, prosperity and progress.” 

The word “lived” found in Line 6 Pages 3 it is refers to time deixis. 

It means that past tense is considered distal term, because Barrack Obama 

long has been dream, he has dedicated himself to ensuring the dreams is 

realized and made America become prosperous country. It states as “In his 

own life, Barrack Obama has lived the American dream, as a community 

organizer, in the state Senate, as a United States Senator.” 

The statement in Line 14 Pages 3: “Now, I understand – I 

understand that we all know this has been a tough fight, but the Democrat 

Party is a family…” The word “Now” refers to time deixis, because it has 

meaning the situation or condition when the speaker delivered a speech, so 

it is also included in proximal term.  In her statement, the speaker 

explained that she understood that this race is a tough struggle and the 

Democrat Party is a part of her, so the speaker wanted to invite the 

audiences to make sure their ideals, their values cherish, and also their 

love country. 
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The word which include in time deixis also found in sentence 

“Today, as I suspend my campaign, I congratulate him on the victory he 

has won and the extraordinary race he has run…” in Line 26 Page 2, the 

bold and italic word refers to time deixis-proximal term and it explain on 

Saturday, it is the day when speaker delivered her speech to congratulate 

on the Barrack Obama’s victory and she also explained that she supported 

him. 

The next is “You know, I’ve been involved in politics and public 

life in one way or another for four decades. And during those, during 40 

years, our country has voted 10 times for president. Democrat won only 

three of those times, and the man who won two of those elections is with 

us today.” The sentences in page 4, there are six words of deixis times. 

First is the word “four decades” found in line 7, it means that 40 years, 

because one decade is mean 10 years. It can be seen in next supported 

sentence “And during those, during 40 years…” Second is the word “10 

times” found in Line 8. Third is the word “three of those times” found in 

Line 9, fourth is the word “two of those” found in Line 9, and the last 

word is “today” found in Line 10. In her speech, speaker wanted explain 

her audiences that she has been involved in politics during four decades, it 

has the same meaning with during 40 years. American has voted president 

for ten times and Democrat Party won on three times of ten times election. 

Meanwhile, Barrack Obama won two periods of three elections. Because it 

talked about the time, so it can be included into time deixis-distal term.  
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4. Discourse Deixis 

Discourses deixis has to do with the encoding of reference to 

portions of the unfolding discourses in which the utterance (which 

includes the text referring expression) is located. Instances of discourses 

deixis are the use of that and this. Levinson (1983: 62) in both spoken and 

written discourses, there is frequently to refer to earlier or forthcoming 

segments of the discourse. Discourses or text deixis concerns the use of 

expressions within some utterances to refer to some portion of the 

discourse that contains that utterance. Here the some supported data of 

discourse deixis: 

The utterance "My dad's an ornery, old cowboy, and he didn't like 

it when he heard Mom's vote wouldn't be counted…” this sentence found 

in Line 20 Page 1. The words “he” refers to “my dad”, the father of a 

daughter who told to reporter. The word “he” could be included in 

discourse deixis because it refer to same referent as some prior term, it is 

“My dad”. Here, a daughter who her mother passed away after filled a 

ballot, told to the reporter about her father and mother. 

The utterance in Line 6 Page 3: “In his own life, Barack Obama 

has lived the American dream, as a community organizer, in the state 

Senate, as a United States senator.” The word “he” refers to Barrack 

Obama. Because this word refers to the same referent as after term, it can 

be categorized as discourse deixis. In this speech, the speaker told to her 
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audience about Barrack Obama that give inspired to become involved in 

the democratic process and invested in American common future. 

The discourse deixis found in this sentence “That's why we need to 

help elect Barack Obama our president.” Utterance in Line 3 Page 4 the 

word “that” refers to statement above, that is “And that together we will 

work -- we'll have to work hard to achieve universal health care. But on 

the day we live in an America where no child, no man, and no woman is 

without health insurance, we will live in a stronger America.” In this 

statement, speaker (Hillary Clinton) wanted her audience know the reason 

they should supported Barrack Obama become next president America. 

Because the word “that” refers t statement above, so it could be categories 

as discourse deixis. 

The word “them” found in Line 6 Page 7 also could be included in 

discourse deixis. Because it is explained the statement before, in this case, 

it is about the struggle of heroes to fought the Human Right in America. It 

states as “Because of them, I grew up taking for granted that women could 

vote, and, because of them, my daughter grew up taking for granted that 

children of all colors could go to school together.” 

Furthermore also found in sentence “It is this belief, this optimism 

that Sen. Obama and I share and that has inspired so many millions of our 

supporters to make their voices heard.” The word “our” found in Line 25 

Page 4, it is refers to Obama and Hillary Clinton that believed that their 

optimism has inspired so many millions their supporters to make their 
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voices heard. Because this word refers to the same referent as prior term, it 

can be include into discourse deixis. 

5. Social Deixis 

Social deixis does not deal with three main components (person, 

place and time) of the coordinate system of subjective orientation, but they 

show how different social rankings and the participants of communication 

utter relationships within society via language. Briefly, it is rather to refer 

to the level of relationship between people than to information. Levinson 

(1983:85) states that “Deixis concerns the encoding of social distinctions 

that are relative to participant-roles, particularly aspects of the social 

relationship holding between speaker and addressee(s) or speaker and 

some referent.” In many languages, distinctions of fine gradation between 

the relative ranks of speaker and addressee are systematically between the 

relative ranks of speaker and addressees are systematically encoded 

throughout. Here, the some supported data of social deixis: 

In this utterance “And I want to start today by saying how grateful I 

am to all of you, to everyone who poured your hearts and your hopes into 

this campaign…” this utterance in Line 3 Page 1, the word “you” refers to 

audiences. Speaker (Hillary Clinton) used this word to call her audiences, 

she wanted to say thank for audiences who came in her campaign. Because 

it has different social ranking between speaker and audiences, it could be 

included in social deixis. 
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The utterance in Line 15 Page 6: “And that is truly remarkable, my 

friends.” The word “my friends” used Hillary to call her audiences also. In 

this sentence there are different social ranking between speaker and 

audiences, so it can be include in social deixis. This utterance could be 

uttered to make the situation more relax. It is does not mean that a speaker 

does not respect the audiences it might be used to make the situation more 

relax. In her speech, the speaker want to strengthen her statement that now 

will be unremarkable for a woman to win primary state victories, Hillary 

also convinced her audiences that woman can be the president of the 

United States. 

In this speech, the researcher found the person deixis, especially 

the words “I” is the greatest one than other deixis types. Because the 

words “I” easily found in almost along the sentences. The words “I” used 

by speaker (Hillary Clinton) to make the audiences know his position not 

only as Senator of United States but also as a woman who ever candidate 

president and a woman who fought for citizen prosperity. The speaker 

used those words are to say thank to all audiences who have supported her. 

In her utterances, she invited the audiences to success the general elections 

and to supported Barrack Obama become the next president of United 

Stated. Because Hillary was sure that she joined with Barrack Obama and 

his party, it will be easier to make America into developed country, 

peaceful country, and prosperous country. 
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The role of deixis in the speech here, it will be easier the 

audiences/ readers/ even the listeners to understand what are the speaker’s 

utterances. So used the deixis, especially in formal speech as Hillary 

Clinton’s speech, misunderstanding will not happened because both of 

speaker and addressee will understand about what are talked about. The 

objectives of the speech that are a speaker wanted to deliver will not be 

understandable by the addressees. 

In this research, the researcher suggests the audiences or readers 

of the speech should understandable what the speaker delivered so that no 

misunderstanding and ambiguity meaning. Every references can be 

analyzed if study about, its deixis types and what the function and 

reference found in Hillary Clinton’s speech text. Here, the researcher used 

Yule and Levinson theory, there are,: person deixis (first person, second 

person, and third person), spatial/place deixis, and temporal/time deixis, 

discourse deixis, and social deixis. This research can help the readers or 

listener to get the point in understanding the messages of each utterance 

spoken by the speaker with the deixis theory when they are trying in 

developing their communication, especially in a formal speech. It is also 

can developed this research with some research and more various speeches 

with more clearly analysis and description, so that resulting in more 

understandable and also valid. So, deixis are meaningful in helping the 

readers to understand the point or message who delivered the speaker. 
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