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Abstract

The need for learning on digital applications or platforms is currently very high. Arabic language learning is
entering an era of industrialization where access to learning already uses applications or digital platforms. The
use of contemporary applications such as Google Classroom will change learning patterns from paper-based
to papetless. This article aims to explain and analyze Arabic language learning based on Google Classroom
media which has been carried out at Madrasah Tsanawiyah Negeri 5 Tulungagung. Employing a qualitative
approach, this study analyzed descriptive data in the form of speech or writing and the observable behavior
of the research subject. Data were obtained from interviews, observations, and documentation, where the
authors conducted research by going directly to the field to find data at Madrasah Tsanawiyah Negeri 5
Tulungagung. The findings showed that learning Arabic using the online model via Google Classroom is very
effective and efficient. Google Classtoom becomes an alternative media to create changes in learning, it
changes the learning environment which was originally traditional to an effective activity by utilizing facilities
and attractive media to produce the maximum learning outcomes. This research is expected to provide a
scientific contribution as a solution to the learning process in the digital era. The researcher advises future
researchers that there is still a lot of online media that can be analyzed further.
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Introduction

This research emerged based on a learning process which is an activity of two parties, namely
teachers as facilitators and students as learners to convey messages in the form of cognitive,
affective, and psychomotor skills." In conveying this message, an intermediary is needed so that the
value and delivery of knowledge can be achieved precisely on target.” These intermediaries are media
and learning resources that support and influence learning success.’

Arabic is one of the foreign languages that must be taught in madrasas in Indonesia." As a
foreign language, there are some problems in the teaching-learning process.” The general assumption
faced by Indonesian students who learn Arabic is that "Arabic is difficult".’ In general, learning
Arabic at all levels of education has not been as successful as expected.” It can be seen from the low
interest and ability of most students compared to their ability and interest in mastering other foreign
languages.”

Several factors influence the less-than-optimal student learning outcomes in learning Arabic.”
Some of these are weaknesses in terms of planning, objectives, methods, models, materials, media,
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and evaluation."” One of the most influential is the choice of strategy, model, and learning media."'
Teachers' weaknesses in choosing them greatly influence the learning process.”” A less attractive
model will weaken students' motivation in reaching their achievement in learning Arabic.”

The challenge of learning Arabic is that most Arabic language teachers still use old-era
learning strategies as well as models and media, while their students already use contemporary
products.” This fact occurs in several Madrasah Tsanawiyahs, both public and private, in the
Tulungagung area.”” Currently, Arabic language learning is required to be more advanced, namely by
utilizing cellphone/laptop media with an online learning model by utilizing freely available platforms
and existing internet networks. "’

Teachers’ efforts to solve this problem are by holding IT-based learning.'” There are lots of
applications that can be used in online learning," including WhatsApp, Zoom, e-learning, Google
Classroom, Google Meet, etc.” At MTsN 5 Tulungagung, Arabic is taught using an online model,
namely the Google Classroom application.

The information and technology development in this digital era has greatly influenced the

20

current learning system.” Online learning aims to provide quality learning services in a massive and

open network to reach more and wider interested people.”’ Blended online is learning that combines
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face-to-face and online. It is implemented by preparing a learning system that requires direct
involvement between students and teachers.”

Nowadays, learning using an online model (on the network) has become very interesting.”
The existence of the internet as a medium with a high level of users is a factor that makes people
increasingly fond of accessing various content via digital media. In the world of education, the
internet with several new media such as Google Classroom makes learning more efficient, because it
can cover material in one space that is effectively used in learning. And it can increase students'
interest in learning so that it will influence student learning outcomes.**

Google Classroom is a free web service, developed by Google for schools, that aims to
simplify creating, distributing, and grading assignments in a paperless way.” It can help educational
institutions move towards a paperless system.” Creating learning assignments and distributing
materials is done via Google Drive while Gmail is used to provide class communication.”” Students
can be invited to interact in the classroom through the institution's database or through personal
codes which can then be added to the student interface.”® Google Classroom has become a means of
learning due to the increasing development of technology.” Technological didactic challenges in the

" are the challenges expected from the

form of technology for developing conceptual understanding,’
integration of digital technology in learning.

The scientific articles that support and discuss online model learning through Google
Classroom media include a journal written by Swita Amallia Hapsari and Heri Pamungkas, entitled
"Using Google Classroom as an Online Learning Media at Dian Nuswantor University". The results
show that Google Classroom is a free access that makes it easier for lecturers in the e-learning
process. The role of this media in the world of education produces a process that is very easy to
carry out and can create equal opportunities for all students and encourage students to learn more

about internet literacy.
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Scientific work was written by Abd. Rozak and Azkia Muharom Albantani, entitled “Arabic
Lecture Design Using Google Classroom”. The results show that this application can help lecturers
and students carry out the learning process in more depth. This is because both students and
lecturers can collect assignments, distribute assignments, and assess assignments at home or
anywhere without being bound by time limits or class hours.

Another work written by Khairunnisa entitled "Analysis of the Use of the Google Classroom
Application as a Learning Media in Increasing Student Learning Motivation". The results show that
the use of the Google Classroom application as a learning medium has a positive effect of 80% in
increasing students' learning motivation in vocational schools. In this context, the teaching and
learning process can arouse desire, attraction, and motivation and stimulate teaching and learning
activities, apart from that, Google Classroom can also help students to facilitate understanding of
the subject matter. If a student is motivated by the learning media used by the teacher, interesting
learning media, the material will be easier to understand if modified with learning media based on
the Google Classroom application, then the student will be more likely to be loyal to learning. So
that the learning process becomes more effective and efficient.

Terasne, Dira Permana, Agus Salim, I Made Permadi Utama, and Ahmad Hanan in their
research entitled "Training on the Use of Google Classroom as an Alternative Learning Media
During the Covid-19 Period for Teachers" found that the results of this activity were 1) teachers at
SMPN 1 Praya The West can understand the use of Google Classroom with the indicator that
teachers can create learning classrooms for all subjects online, 2) West Praya 1 Middle School
teachers can understand the benefits of various functions of the Google Classroom features.
Teachers have been able to operate Google Classroom e-learning as an alternative medium, but
assistance is still needed until teachers understand and use it as a medium during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Apart from that, Rahmat Linur and Irmasani Daulay in their research entitled "Using Google
Classroom in Arabic Language Learning" found that the application of the Google Classroom
application as an Arabic language learning medium can be an effective tool in improving the learning
experience and facilitating students' progress in understanding and mastering the language.
However, you need to pay more attention to the optimal use of Google Classroom. The choice of
learning media must also be adjusted to the material presented so that students can easily understand
and participate in learning enthusiastically.

This article aims to explain and analyze Arabic language learning based on Google Classroom
media which has been implemented at MTsN 5 Tulungagung, how to use it in learning, and the
advantages and weaknesses of Arabic language learning based on Google Classroom media. The
researcher's position between the five studies above is to focus more on efforts to find out the steps,
strengths, and weaknesses of "Arabic Language Learning based on Google Classroom Media at
MTsN 5 Tulungagung".

The reason why the researcher chose the research location MTsN 5 Tulungagung was because
MTSsN 5 Tulungagung is an IT-based school. Besides, there have been many achievements, both in
the academic and non-academic fields, the infrastructure and facilities are complete and can support
the Arabic language learning process, making it easier for students to learn Arabic and other lessons.

This research contributes to the understanding that educational philosophy is very important
as a basis for implementing the learning process. As well as providing an understanding that the
online learning model by utilizing existing applications such as Google Classroom is very effective in
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making it easier for students to follow the learning process and it also keeps up with current
developments by utilizing existing technology and networks.

This research was written based on the theory presented by Prihartini regarding the steps
taken by a teacher in using Google Classroom to learn Arabic,” namely: First, create a class: the
teacher must create a class in Google Classroom by providing a title and description that is
appropriate to the subject or topic being taught. Second, teachers can invite students to class by
giving them a class code or sending an invitation via email. Students can join classes by using the
class code provided. Third, teachers can create learning materials, such as presentation slides, videos,
or text documents, and attach them to class posts. Teachers can also create assignments, such as
writing or reading exercises, and determine assignment deadlines. Fourth, teachers can send
announcements to students via the "Announcements" feature in Google Classroom.
Announcements may include important information, schedule changes, or additional instructions
regarding learning Arabic. Fifth, after students submit assignments, teachers can assess and provide
feedback via Google Classroom. Teachers can provide written comments or use the assessment
features provided. Sixth, teachers can facilitate discussions in Google Classroom by using the
"Discussion" feature. Teachers can ask questions or conversation topics related to Arabic and
students can interact and share their opinions. Seventh, teachers can monitor and track student
progress by looking at the assignments that have been submitted, the grades given, and their
participation in discussions. This helps teachers in providing proper guidance to students.

Method

This research uses a qualitative research approach with descriptive analysis. It aims to
understand the phenomena experienced by research subjects holistically and using descriptions in
the form of words and language, in a special natural context and by utilizing various natural
methods.

The data source used in this research is primary data, namely data collected directly from the
first source including the principal, vice-head of curriculum, Arabic language teacher, and several
students. Secondary data included the data in the form of structured documents such as teaching
journals, syllabi, lesson plans, and so on. Data collection in this research used three techniques
observation techniques by directly observing Arabic language learning at MTsN 5 Tulungagung, in-
depth interviews with the parties concerned using interview guide tools, and documentation. Data
analysis is carried out during data collection and after conducting research. There are three ways to
analyze the data including data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion. Finally, the validity
testing in this research used several techniques including triangulation, discussions with colleagues,

and extending the observation time.
Result and Discussion

Learning Arabic with Google Classroom at MTsN 5 Tulungagung
A learning model is a plan or pattern that is used as a guide in the teaching-learning process in
the class. It is a guide for teachers in implementing their ideas. The learning model is a form of

3 Yogia Prihartini and Wahyudi Buska, “Lecturers’ Speech Acts in Arabic Langnage Learning Interactions at UIN
Sulthan — Thaha — Saifuddin ~ Jambi”  Al-Ta Lim  Journal 27, no. 1 (Januari, 2020): 41-57. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.15548/jt.v27i1.597
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learning that is depicted from start to finish which is presented in a unique way by the teacher. In
other words, a learning model is a wrapper or frame for the application of a learning approach,
method, and technique.

Referring to the definition of the learning model above, it can be concluded that the learning
model is a material presentation technique used by teachers in teaching and learning activities in the
classroom so that the lesson material can be absorbed, understood, and utilized by students well. So
the learning model plays a very important role because the success of learning depends on the way
the teacher uses learning models that are appropriate to the subject.

The online learning model is a learning method that is starting to be looked at by several
educational institutions to facilitate the teaching and learning process, namely a learning model that
utilizes information technology in the form of cyberspace using the support of an internet
connection. One of the media used in online learning is Google Classroom, as used at MTsN 5
Tulungagung.

Google Classroom is an internet-based service provided by Google as an e-learning system.
This service is designed to help teachers create and distribute assignments to students papetless.
Users of this service must have an account on Google. Thus, Google Classroom is an application
provided by Google for Education to create classrooms in cyberspace. This application can help
make it easier for teachers and students to carry out the learning process in more depth. Learning
using a class design that applies Google Classroom is environmentally friendly learning. This is
because students do not use paper to submit their assignments.

Google Classroom can be used via multiple platforms both via computers and mobile phones.
There is no charge for using the Google Classroom application, so you can use it according to your
needs. According to the author's observations, at MTsN 5 Tulungagung the majority use mobile
phones in learning, and only a very few use laptops/computers.

Online model learning at MTsN 5 Tulungagung started in 2019. Initially it was only
specifically for test practice, but eventually in daily learning, it was mandatory to use the online
model, including in learning Arabic. All students are required to bring cell phones to school every
day for teaching and learning purposes.

Steps Using Google Classroom in Learning at MTsN 5 Tulungagung

In online learning models, there are still special steps including steps in creating a Google
Classroom and also steps in the learning process. Based on the authot's observations, there are
several steps in the online learning process at MTsN 5 Tulungagung as follows:

Preparation Phase
1. Greeting

The teacher starts learning Arabic by first saying hello to all students, then the students answer
the greeting and pray together.
2. Apperception

The teacher provides apperception to students to awaken their spirit of learning and remind
them of the material that was studied last week by giving oral quizzes so that students can recall the
information or material that was obtained last week, and it is easy to relate last week's lesson material
to the today’s material.
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3. Memorize the mufrodat together.

Every time they enter an Arabic lesson, students are invited to memorize the mufrodat
together. That is, starting from 5 mufrodats repeatedly, and at each meeting, the number of
mufrodats is increased by a minimum of 3 mufrodats. This is done by teachers to make it easier for
students to understand the lesson material. Because the key to learning a foreign language is to
understand the language by memorizing the existing language.

4. Preparation for entering the Google Classroom account

Teachers and students have different stages. The following are the stages as a teacher and
student:

a. As a teacher

Firstly, the teachers open www.classroom.google.com use a computer or a cellphone. Then
click sign in to start opening the classroom on Google Classroom. Next, Click continue to start
creating a class using Google Classroom.Then, click "I am a teacher". Then, to start creating a
digital class, select the (+) sign on the tab, then write the class name, then click (create) to start a
new class. If successful, the next display is the dashboard page in the classroom. On the student’s
tab, click invite to join the class by displaying the class code. On the stream tab, click the (+) sign
to add assignments, announcements, videos, assignment materials, and so on. Then, click select
theme in the top right corner to add or change the theme image for the Google Classroom class.
Finally, on the About tab, teachers can add descriptions of classrooms, calendar settings, and
Google Drive folders.

b. As a student

The students are guided to open www.classroom.google.com and use a computer or a

cellphone. Then click sign in to start opening the classroom on Google Classroom. After that,
they must click Continue to start using the classroom. Then click "I am a student” and register or
join the class by clicking the (+) sign and clicking Join class. Finally, Enter the class code
according to the class or subject you are taking.If successful, the next display is the dashboard
page in the classroom.

Core Activities
1. The teacher divides students into groups.

To increase students' enthusiasm for learning, teachers use the cooperative learning model.
With a group system, one class is divided into 6 groups. One group contains 5 to 6 students, and
each group is formed by a group leader who is considered capable and has more understanding and
who will later be tasked with being a tutor for his friends who are not yet able to understand the
lesson optimally.

2. The teacher uploaded today's material.

Apart from using LKS books to understand the material, the teacher provides additional
material which is uploaded to Google Classroom. The material uploaded is usually in the form of
videos explaining the material, power points, mind mapping, and so on. This is done by teachers to
attract students' interest in reading and understanding the material being studied.

3. The teacher explains the material.

Just uploading material is not sufficient for students' needs to understand the lesson material.
Even though the existing material is in the form of videos, PPTs, or mind mapping, the role of the
teacher is still very important here. The teacher is a facilitator in transferring the knowledge learned
to students. The explanation from the teacher directly compared to the video media that has been
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uploaded will produce a different understanding. So here the role of the teacher is very important in
transferring knowledge and helping students to facilitate understanding of the material being studied.
4. Students learn and understand the material presented

After the teacher explains the material studied today, the teacher allows students to reflect on
the material that has been presented, while re-understanding it. If there is something that has not
been mastered or understood, students are welcome to discuss it with group members, and if they
do not find a solution, they can ask the teacher.

5. Students try to test their understanding by practicing answering questions provided by the
teacher.

After sufficient time has been given by the teacher to independently understand the material
provided, students test their abilities by answering the questions provided in the Google Classroom
application. Following the authot's observations, at MTsN 5 Tulungagung they do not only use
questions in Google Classroom but also have time to work on the material in the LKS (workshee).
Then students immediately submit answers and get the grades they get. If students use worksheets,
students usually write answers in their notebooks and then correct them together or collect them
into one and correct them by the teacher.

6. After completion, students receive a score and find out where they made mistakes, then they see
where they made mistakes and how they should be solved.

Closing

1. The teacher gives an oral quiz to all students for the enrichment stage such as a quiz about
today's material, usually in the form of a vocabulary drill and the Arabic qoidahs being studied.

2. The teacher provides a conclusion on the material learned today.

Bl

The teacher gives homework.
4. The teacher closes the lesson by saying hello.

The Advantages of Google Classroom Media in Learning Arabic at Mtsn 5 Tulungagung

Everything has its advantages and disadvantages. The advantages such that it is easy to use,
and very easy to use, because Google Classroom is designed simply. It refers to the instructional
interface and options used for assignment submission and tracking, communication with the entire
course or individuals is also simplified through announcements and email notifications. Besides, the
use of Google Classroom can save time, Google Classroom is designed to save time because it
integrates and automates the use of other Google applications, including documents, slides, and
spreadsheets, and the process of providing document distribution, assessments, formative
assessments, and feedback is simplified.

Another advantage is it is cloud-based, Google Classroom delivers a more professional and
authentic technology for use in learning environments as Google apps represent most cloud-based
enterprise communications tools used across the professional workforce. It is also flexible, the
application is easily accessible and can be used by instructors and students in both face-to-face and
tully online environments. This allows educators to explore and influence flipped learning methods
more easily as well as automate and organize the distribution and collection of assignments and
communications across multiple instructional milieus.

And of course, it's free, Google Classroom can be used by anyone to open classes on Google
provided they already have a Google account and it's free. Additionally, it can access all other
applications, such as Drive, Docs, Spreadsheets, Slides, etc. Just register an account with a Google
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account. Finally, it is mobile-friendly, and Google Classroom is designed to be responsive. Easy to
use on any mobile device. Mobile access to learning materials that are engaging and easy to interact
with is critical in today's web-connected learning environment.

However, based on the results of the authot's observations and interviews at MTsN 5
Tulungagung, there are several things beneficial in learning using Google Classroom such as it
increases students' enthusiasm in participating in learning because it uses interesting media. As well
as it improves students' understanding because teaching materials use multimedia that helps students
understand the material

This software also increases student discipline, because when working on a task there is a
certain time that has been determined, and it will automatically disappear if the time given is
exceeded. It helps all materials can be covered in one application, makes it easier for students to
access material anytime and anywhere, with just one click they can enter the required material
folders. Finally, it is easier for teachers to check assignments and provide results directly to students.

Weaknesses of Google Classroom in Learning Arabic at Mtsn 5 Tulungagung

Learning Arabic using the online model via Google Classroom is not without obstacles. The
weaknesses or disadvantages of Google Classroom such that it is Web-based Google Classroom
requires students and teachers to be connected to the Internet. Besides, it makes the learning
individual or reduces students' social learning.

Another weakness is if participants are not critical and errors occur in the material, it will have
an impact on their knowledge and it requires high hardware specifications and an internet network.

Apart from the weaknesses above, the researcher found several shortcomings in the online
learning model using Google Classroom media such as learning tends to be training rather than
education, teachers are required to master learning techniques using ICT, while some teachers are
still not proficient in operating it. With computers, students do assignments carelessly, that is, if they
tinish, they can play on their cellphones.

From the presentation of the data above, researchers can analyze that Arabic language learning
at MTsN 5 Tulungagung has implemented philosophical concepts, that is by applying the
philosophy of reconstructionism. The school tries to advance education by creating something new
including creating a learning atmosphere that is different from the usual lessons used in Google
Classroom-based online learning.

The results are also quite good and satisfying, students' interest in learning increases. However,
according to researchers, there are still several things that can be used as input, including there needs
to be training for teachers to further innovate the display of learning material that is input into the
Google Classtoom forum, teachers need to supervise their students more, and provide
understanding so that they can make good use of the gadgets they use, and familiarize students with
knowing the place between using cellphones to study at school and playing with cellphones for
personal enjoyment.

The stages of using Google Classroom in learning Arabic at MTsN 5 Tulungagung as
described above, follow the theory presented by Al-Wasiti regarding the steps for using Google
Classroom in learning Arabic. Even though it is following theory, in its application there are
certainly advantages and disadvantages, which have also been explained by researchers as above.

Mantiqu Tayr: Journal of Arabic Language, Vol. 4, No. 2, Juli 2024 E-ISSN: 2774-6372



Nurcholis, et.al : Google Classroom Based Arabic Language Learning... 713

Closing

To make students easier to understand learning material, learning media is needed, but to
attract students' interest in learning, interesting and modern or contemporary models and media are
needed. One of the media used at MTsN 5 Tulungagung is Google Classroom media with an online
learning model. The application of this learning model is one way for schools to create a new
learning culture that is more effective, efficient, and attractive to students so that it will produce
optimal learning.

The results of the research show that online learning makes the class more effective, students
are more interested in learning using online models rather than conventional learning models which
sometimes make them boring. The success of learning the Arabic language using this online model
can be seen from the students' enthusiasm for participating in Arabic language learning, it shows
that the application of reconstructionist philosophy at MTsN 5 Tulungagung has been successful.

Implementing Google Classroom is not without problems. The interviews found that online
learning is sometimes hampered by internet network problems, limited time, and students' lack of
focus on learning and playing games after completing the assignment. In this case, the researcher
advises that after completing the assignment, the cell phone or laptop should be collected so that
learning runs more regularly, and students pay more attention to learning.
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