CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter presented background of the study, formulation of research
problem, research objectives, research hypothesis, the significance of the research,

scope and limitation of the research, definition of key terms, and the thesis structure.
A. Background of The Study

Vocabulary is the unity of the letters into a word that is formed by a group
of user communities. It can also be interpreted as a collection of words that are
combined to form a sentence, so that the combined words have meaning®.
Furthermore, Vocabulary is one of the most important parts of language and one of
the things that is to be noticed by the linguists®>. Vocabulary also refers to a list or
collection of words that may be used by language speakers®. Meanwhile, according
to Nagy and Townsend vocabulary acquisition refers to the process of learning of

new words and phrasal, facilitates language comprehension and communication®.
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In summary, vocabulary is the unity of letters that become words and have meaning

taught in a foreign language.

Learning vocabulary has very important advantages, one of them is to
master the four language skills of speaking, writing, reading and listening. The
second advantage is to help learners’ express ideas and understand written and
spoken meaning better. The reason is that vocabulary plays an important part in
learning a foreign language and acts as a basis for interaction. In addition, it is also
one of the most important aspects of mastering English because learners' ability in
reading and comprehending a course is relatively decided by their vocabulary.
Therefore, vocabulary learning is essential for learners' ability to learn English,
especially reading and comprehending lessons, is determined by vocabulary and if

a learner has a limited vocabulary, then the ability to communicate will be affected®.

On the other hand, many students are bored and confused in English
learning. The students usually complain when the teacher asks them to translate,
write, and speak in English®. They find it is difficult to develop their idea. It
happened because they lacked vocabulary. This problem occurs because students
have low ability in memorizing vocabulary. Furthermore, the monotonous method
of teaching vocabulary and the infrequent use of teaching media make the learning
process more difficult for them. The method of teaching vocabulary here means the

way the teacher delivers vocabulary material, which in this case is only by giving
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many new words to memorize without using varied or interactive activities. As a
result, students easily forget the words and feel bored during the lesson. This
observation is also supported by Barus and Tampubolon’s (2022) research, which
states that most students feel reluctant to participate in class activities due to their

lack of vocabulary’.

One of attempts to enhance students’ vocabulary mastery is the use of social
media for teaching English. Several studies have been conducted on the
effectiveness of social media in teaching students’ vocabulary achievement. The
researcher learned from the previous studies and the differences based on the gaps.
The first previous study from Kabilan & Zahar (2016) states that the efficacy of
using Facebook to enhance vocabulary knowledge®. The results revealed that
learners showed better performance in the post-test than in the pre-test. In the
second previous study from Alqunayeer (2016) conducted a study to test the
efficacy of Twitter®. The results showed that the vocabulary performances of
students from the experimental group were in an increasing upward trend. In the
third from Al-Khazaali et al., (2023), stated that the use of Facebook in an

educational environment can be a useful and useful tool for language learning and
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teaching™. Collectively, these studies show that integrating social media into
language education can effectively promote vocabulary development among
learners. And according to previous research from Fidiani (2025) stated that the
effectiveness of utilizing Thread application as a learning medium is significantly

in improving modern poetry writing skills**.

Although many studies have proven the effectiveness of using various
social media such as Facebook and Twitter in improving students' vocabulary
mastery, and on the Threads application has focused on modern poetry writing
skills, but there is no research that specifically examines the effectiveness of
Threads for vocabulary mastery, particularly using account @englishsheekers.id.
Therefore, this study aims to show that the Threads Application on students'
vocabulary mastery. The researcher is interested in finding out how Threads
application can help English students’ in increasing vocabulary mastery. This
research will be tested for eleventh grade students’ at SMAN 1 Ngunut. Therefore,
the researcher took entitled “The Effectiveness of Threads Application as a
Learning Media to Improve Students’ Vocabulary Mastery for Eleventh Grade at

SMAN 1 Ngunut.”
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B. Formulation Research Questions

Based on the background before, the researchers formulate the research
question as follows: How is the effectiveness of Threads Application as a visual
learning media on students’ vocabulary mastery for eleventh grade at SMAN 1

Ngunut?

C. Research Objectives

Based on the research problem above, this research aims is to investigate
whether the use of Threads Application is effective as a visual learning media on

students’ vocabulary mastery for eleventh grade at SMAN 1 Ngunut.

D. Research Hypothesis

The hypothesis is a tentative answer to a variable in which the truth must be
tested, based on the previous statement. The researcher has two hypotheses,

namely:

1. Null Hypothesis (Ho): There are no significant differences in the score of
the student in eleventh grade of SMAN 1 Ngunut before and after being

taught using Threads Application.

2. Alternative Hypothesis (Ha) : There are significantly different scores of the
students in eleventh grade of SMAN 1 Ngunut before and after being taught

using Threads Application.



E. Significance of the Research

The use of the results of this study are as follows:

1. Students
This research is expected to encourage students to master English
lessons to feel relaxed when learning English and solve their problems in
understanding the meaning of words in sentences. Therefore, the students
can use the vocabulary they have learned in communication.
2. Teachers
The results of this study are expected to help teachers in improving
student learning achievement, besides that it is also expected to make a good
contribution to students so that learning objectives can be achieved properly.
Teachers can also easily make their students understand the subject matter.
3. For other researchers
This research can provide guidelines for the next researchers to
develop the use of learning methods when there are obstacles in the teaching

and learning process.

F. Scope of The Research

This research focuses on the eleventh grade students of SMAN 1 Ngunut.
This research is conducted only in two classes, one class experimental group and

one class control group. The researcher used Threads Application as a learning



media to improve students' vocabulary mastery. The researcher wanted to provide

more emphasis on students” vocabulary achievement by using Threads Application

as a learning. The researcher chooses the subject of study based on the needed data

until the data is saturated.

G. Definitions of Key Terms

1.

3.

Threads Application

Threads is an instant messaging platform developed by Instagram
that is specifically designed for interacting with the user's list of close
friends. The Threads application was released in July 2023, falling under
the category of applications new Vocabulary®.
Learning Media

Learning media is a tools, materials, and resources used to facilitate
learning and teaching processes. It encompasses a wide range of physical
and digital resources such as books, videos, podcasts, images, interactive
software, and online courses®.
Vocabulary

Vocabulary is a collection of words that are combined to form a

sentence, so that the combined words have a meaning.
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H. The Thesis Structure

1.

Chapter I presents an introduction consisting of the background of
the study, formulation of research problem, research objectives, research
hypothesis, the significance of the research, scope and limitation of the

research, definition of key terms, and the thesis structure.

Chapter II presents a review of related literature and previous studies. This
chapter explains the theories of the Threads Application to enhance student

vocabulary achievement.

Chapter III is the research method that deals with the description of
the research design, population and sample or subjects, research instrument,

validity and reliability testing, data collecting method, and data analysis.

Chapter IV presents the research finding. This consists of the description of
data, result of normality and homogeneity testing, analysis of the data, and

hypothesis testing.

Chapter V presents a discussion that provided explanations and

reinforcement of the overall results in the study.

Chapter VI presents a conclusion that summarizes the findings based on
results and data analysis in the previous chapter, the limitation of this
research and also suggestions that are addressed to teacher, further

researchers, and application developer.



