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CHAPTER IV
RESARCH FINDING

This chapter presents the description of Kumon Method, the procedure of Kumon Method, the role of teacher, the role of student, the media provided in using Kumon.
A. The Description of  Kumon Method
Other educational systems in general are giving lessons on the average for all children in the form of "classroom style", Kumon provides individual learning programs tailored to each individual child potential which does not compare student with one another. 
The Kumon system relies on five basic principles for success: The right starting point (achieved by diagnostic testing), an individualized program, self-learning, repetition, and good study habits. Self-learning and repetition are keys: Children are expected to work on an individual basis with customized worksheets, and to practice, practice, and practice. The program requires about 20 minutes per day of homework and two visits (1/2-1 hour each) per week to the Kumon center.

Based on individualize and study at the “just-right” level. Kumon seeks to develop skills of each child, maximize their potential and bring out the best in them, so that they gain the confidence to challenge problems that they once found too difficult. Individualized instruction “just-right” level of study pursing the potential of each individual, 
It is essential to start with content that allows children to easily obtain a perfect score at their current ability level. If children continue to study at their own pace at a level that is appropriate to their ability, they will catch up to their school grade level and eventually advance far beyond it. Kumon nurture children to be the best they can.
 So that way they gain the confidence to challenge problems that they once found too difficult. 
The ‘just-right’ level of study is not simply just the level where students can easily complete the assigned worksheet; it is the level where, at any time with maximum effort, students can progress on their own without being specifically taught.

It is essential to start with content that allows children to easily obtain a perfect score at their current ability level. If children continue to study at their own pace at a level that is appropriate to their ability, they will catch up to their school grade level and eventually advance far beyond it.
Kumon defines self-learning as the ability to set goals and solve unfamiliar and challenging tasks independently. In helping students develop their academic abilities, the most important thing is that they enjoy their study. By obtaining a perfect score at their ‘just-right’ level, children can experience joy and satisfaction that result from being able to achieve something on their own. It is important that worksheets are always completed by the students independently. The desire to take on a new challenge is fostered in students, because they feel a sense of accomplishment in their study.
Studying beyond school grade level: fostering confidence and a healthy self-esteem so that way Kumon try to help children attain strong academic abilities by enabling them to advance beyond their school grade level through the ‘just-right’ level of learning. By studying at their ‘just-right’ level, children are able to advance beyond their school grade level on their own, without being specifically taught.
Other than mathematics, is currently in Indonesia, children have to follow course Kumon English in classes organized it. Now, Kumon English are developing in many countries.
There are two kind of Kumon English Program:

1. EE Program
EE program is for student which their mother tongue is English; in other word they used English in their communication. In EE, sprout up loving of text through EE program, children will have strong curiosity to read and to improve their ability understanding English text in high level. 

2. EFL Program



EFL is for student which their mother tongue is not English; in order word they used English as second language. Through Kumon program English as a Foreign Language (EFL), children will feel study English with fun which will form strong ability to understanding text with English.

We will discuses more about EFL program, because we are lived in a country which uses English as a second language.
In Kumon English (EFL) are improved four skill balances of English, they are:
1. Listening
In Kumon Method, listening is related to speaking. Listening is an activity that involves receiving, deciphering, and perceiving a message with intent to respond. Planning a head for a conversation improves a receiver’s ability to listen to a message. Speaking is delivering an address to a public audience; people came to see the candidates and hear the speech making.

In this skill lesson is begins with sounds by drawing connections between 7a-5a level. Students listen to the CD as well as colorful worksheets, and practice saying it. CD is along with "sound effects", "shadowing voice" and the background of an interesting and fun for children. The instructor monitors the student, and correct what was students say.
2. Writing


Furthermore, students learn to write words and sentences while still listening to the pronunciation of the region through the CD and the CD textbook. At the level of A until F, used for dialogues. Start d level, students are introduced to the structure of grammar in English language. The instructor just monitor after she gives worksheet to student.
3. Reading
Reading is a complex cognitive process of decoding symbols for the intention of deriving meaning (reading comprehension) and/or constructing meaning. It is the mastery of basic cognitive processes to the point where they are automatic so that attention is freed for the analysis of meaning.
In English kumon, reading is delivered with lesson that in a systematic and structured "small Steps", students will be able to understand standard written English, with its own merits. Existing vocabulary in reading carefully selected so that students can acquire a useful vocabulary.
The students read a story and than answer the question, read a sentence and thicken a word.
B. The Procedure of Using Kumon in Teaching English.
When we enter in the Kumon class, the situation does not different with another class. There are a teacher, students, desk, etc, but, in Kumon class, the teacher does not explain a lesson in front of a class as like a common class, the teacher just monitors students to do their worksheet. Kumon are self-learning and independent learning. In Kumon class the students submit their home work which was given in the last meeting before they enter to the class. After the students enter the class they receive a worksheet to work on that day. The students must finish their worksheet at the time that is defined by teacher. Usually they must finish their worksheet in 20 minutes and they must finish it that day. And every student has time duration for doing activity.
Next activity, the teacher just monitors the students while they do their worksheet given when they enter to the class. Between teacher and student there is no communication, so that both of them do not have emotional relation. And in Kumon class there is a little communication between students with other students.
When the students enter the class, they just listen to the CD while listen to the worksheets or textbook CD. And then they practice to say it in front of the teacher. Here teacher take their position to listen what was the student saying and correct the mistake which the student’s make. This CD was completed with sound effect, shadowing voice, and music background that are interesting and fun for children, which support in teaching English Kumon and design for EFL Program.
After practicing it, the students read their textbook loudly ahead with teacher and the teacher corrects it. The teacher gives correction on pronunciation, the meaning of vocabulary, understanding content of text (story) and grammar.  The teacher gives explanation to the student who makes mistake. The next meeting when they come to the class, and before student do their worksheet, the teacher explain their mistake or a lesson that can not be understood at last meeting one by one or privately, and than student receive homework after they finish their worksheet, and then left the classroom.
In English Kumon, the students are trained to become an independent. Here the students are given self-learning, so they usually do their works by them selves.   
Kumon learning materials structure EFL Program, they are 7 stages:
1. Stage I - stage VII included sounds and image
2. Stage II – stage VII included letters
3. Stage III – stage VII included vocabulary
4. Stage IV- stage VII  included  grammar
5. Stage VI – stage VII included comprehension.
Stage I it contents of 7A 6A 5A level, stage II, it cover of 4A 3A 2A level, stage III, it consists of A B C level, stage IV, it comprises D E F level, stage V, it consists G H I level, stage VI, it has J K L level, and stage VII, it covers M N O level.

C.
The Role of Teacher in English Kumon Class
1. The teacher takes students’ homework before student enters to the class.

2. The teacher give a worksheet after student enters to the class.

3. The teacher monitoring students when they do their worksheet.

4. The teacher arrange the time allotment (o’clock) for students when they do their worksheet.

5. The teacher listens to their students when students practice to say some words from CD.

6. The teacher corrects the students’ mistake.

7. The teacher explains the mistakes to the students next meeting privately when students come to the class and before worksheet are given for that day.
8. The teacher gives a home work to the students before they leave the class.

D. 
The Role of Student in English Kumon Class
1.
The students come to the English Kumon class

2. 
The students collect their home works before they enter to the class.

3. 
The students take worksheet from a teacher that must be done.

4. 
The students listen to CD while looking at a worksheet or CD textbook.
5. 
The students try to say it.

6. 
The students do their worksheet for that day.

7. 
The students read aloud in front of a teacher about what they hear from the CD.

8.
The students receive homework.

9.
The students leave a class and collect their home work in the next meeting.
E. 
The Media Provided in English Kumon Class



Media is from Latin language “medium” means that tool of communication that is everything which bring information between source and receiver. That’s tool called instructional media if that tools used for deliver message in educational environment.
 According to Romiszowki, there is any extension of man which allows him to effect other people who are not in face to face with him. Thus, communication media include letters, television, film, radio, printed matter and telephone. Ibid.p.101

1.  The benefits of media in teaching are:

a. Decrease of using mother tongue language or first language.

b. Improving student’s motivation and proclivity.

c. Compare perception, if that new concept has many meaning.

d.  Increase learning English quality.

e. Make process of study more interested and interactive.

2. Kind of Media

In general, media is classified three kinds, they are: (a) visual media, (b) audio media, (c) audio visual media.

a.
Visual media is media that can look or see and can be touch by student, for example, picture, photo, map, flashcard, and relia.

b.
Audio media is media that the text or the content was record and can be listen. Audio media is used to understand oral word, example radio, cassette recorder, and compact disk (CD).

c.
Audio visual media is media that can used to look and listen, example television, and movie.

In English Kumon use visual media and audio media, which in visual media apply with worksheet and audio media apply with compact disk (CD).

a. 
The worksheets have been carefully designed in a way that allows students to figure out how to solve the problems on their own worksheet. Examples and explanations are clearly provided when moving into new topic areas, encouraging students to self-learn and advance independently at all times.

Students often encounter difficulties advancing on their own worksheet if the gaps between the topics are too wide. Thus, the worksheets have been specially designed to advance in small steps, enabling students to progress smoothly, while learning at the level that is most appropriate for them.
b. 
Compact Disk (CD) has been carefully designed in a way that complied with sound effect to make easy student to understand the content of CD while they look their worksheet, or CD textbook. As like in worksheet, CD have been specially designed to advance in small step, enabling student to progress smoothly, while learning at that level is most appropriate for them.

c. O’clock is used to give time for the students when they do their worksheet. 
F. Strength of Kumon Method 
a. Starting at an appropriate level fosters a love of learning.

 It is essential to foster confidence, because students start at a level where they can attain a perfect score by studying on their own. It will make student confidence.
It is different with the other methodology of teaching English, where is in every method they do not care about student’s ability. It is mean that in another method are compare between the students which has high ability and low ability. So, the students which have low ability will feel interior.
2.   Progress at your own pace.
The Kumon worksheets are designed to advance in small steps so that students can progress smoothly at a level. They can understand well in their lesson which they were achieved with their own ability.
3. 
Develop good study habits and self-learning ability
With the Kumon Method, it is extremely important that worksheets are always completed by the student independently. Students attend a Kumon Centre on a regular basis, while worksheet study is carried out daily at home. Thus, students are able to develop good study habits both at home and at the Centre. It built student’s discipline, force student to do their homework, and improve student’ responsible on their duty.
4. 
Advance beyond school grade level.
If children continue to study at their own pace, at a level that is appropriate to their ability, they will catch up to their school grade level and eventually advance far beyond it.
5. 
Fostering confidence and a healthy self-esteem
By doing their worksheet independently, it will force their confidence and a healthy-esteem. Fostering confidence, students do their worksheet by their selves without teacher’s helping. Teacher just watch them, it is make them usual to believe with their selves, so they will be confidence. Healthy self-esteem here, students give their own appreciation. 
6. 
In Kumon, parents play a very important role.

Parents' attention to children's study at home is essential to assist students in nurturing good study habits and progressing smoothly.

G. The weakness of Kumon Method

Kumon is not the worth the time and money. Because in Kumon has 200 pages worksheets for each level. The kinds are given 10 or 5 pages each day a week. They do not care about kid’s strength and weakness. Students just have to finish all worksheets. Even though some of the areas your kid’s strength, student still has spend to work on it-just to follow Kumon’s plan. If students are weak in some are (skill) and make mistakes, Kumon do not have extra worksheet or students practice that specific area. Kumon just ask student to repeat the exact 10 pages, and student was asked to do the whole 10 pages worksheets again. This happened to them more than two times within a month. Student will fell boring and parents fell that is looks like punishment. The instructor’s job is not for tutoring, but for checking students’ homework only. Even though all those home works has been graded by the parent as required by Kumon. And some parents think that Kumon are helpful. Kumon is not the special program, it seems be too special because of extra practice everyday. 
H.
The Compare of Kumon Method and Methods of teaching


We will a discus about methods of teaching with is compare with Kumon Method. We will know what method is has similar or different thing with Kumon Method. We will discuses of four skills in English, they are:
1.
Speaking Skill


In Kumon Method, speaking is given to student. Student listen the content of CD and they will follow the sentence in CD’s content in front of teacher, and teacher will correct their pronunciation. Here student will be active, independently, because student must study by themselves and they are purse to speak

It is different with GTM method, in GTM is stressed on grammar and vocabulary, they must know well grammar rule and memorize vocabulary. Because they purse to reading a story and than translate it.
It is contras with Direct Method, Direct Method has a rule there is no translation is allowed. So, it is purse student to speak when they do not know the meaning, and teacher will answered it by draw a picture, use gesture, or realia. Teacher never translates it into the students’ native language. 
Audio Lingual Method has a same goal as like direct method, speaking in Audio Lingual Method is improved by dialog memorization which student memorizes the dialog, while the teacher memorize another person in dialog. After they have memorized, practice to make conversation. 
Speaking skill is not applied in silent way, because the teacher explains the by gesture.
Suggestopedia apply speaking skill in to song. Suggestopedia method improve students’ active. In suggestopedia method, stressed on classroom environment.
Community Language Learning applies speaking skill trough tape-recording student conversation technique. This is a technique used to record student generated language as well as give the opportunity for community learning.
2. 
Listening skill
Listening skill in Kumon, is similar with speaking skill. Student listen the lesson from CD, and than student try to say what was she hears. That is a way listening skill is related in speaking. So, it will be same at GTM, Direct Method, Audio Lingual Method, Suggestopedia, Silent Way, and Community Language Learning. But in community language learning, what is listening by student is their own voice. In here student record their voice and listen the script from it. 
3.
Writing Skill
Writing is an important skill; to develop from the beginning of language instruction.
Writing in Kumon, student listen the lesson from the CD furthermore, the student try to learn a word and make a sentence while listen the correct pronounce from the CD. In based level uses dialogues, when they achieve D level, is not study dialogue anymore, but study grammar. 
In GTM Method writing skill is focused on grammar, student must able to know grammar rule. In GTM, student will read a story and translate it in to English, so that way they must know the grammar rule to finish translate correctly.
A direct Method goal here is to use a foreign language to communicate, so that way speaking is more focused than writing. In Direct Method writing, student apply this skill by write a paragraph in their own words, they could have done this from memory, or they could have used the reading passage in the lesson as model. It is similar with Writing skill was applied in Audio Lingual Method trough transformation drill, which is student change the form of sentence. Change the sentence into a negative sentence, into passive voice, direct or indirect speech. Or student completes the dialog by filling the blanks with the missing words. 

In Suggestopedia, activities of student is the important thing and do not allow the students to focused on the form of the linguistic massage, just the communicative intent. So that way, writing is not applied in Suggestopedia method.
Community Language Learning was applied writing skill trough make a small group and than write a sentence based on the transcript which was they record in speaking skill.  

4.
Reading Skill 
The rule of reading skill in kumon English is simply way which is usual use in teaching English. Here student read a text and understanding it, and they answer the question. Trough kumon as a foreign language, student will get strong ability in understanding English text. The student will improve their vocabulary and study new element of grammar trough the test which was read by them themselves.
In GTM method it same with reading in kumon method, in GTM method student answer the question in the target language based on their understanding of the reading passage too. But in GTM method, student might be asked to define a set of words based on their understanding of them as they occur in the reading passage. It is make GTM method is different with kumon method. 

It is different again with Direct Method, reading skill in direct method student must read a text loudly, and they will ask some sentence which they are not understand. And a teacher will answered answer the question by drawing in the white board or give an example.

The teacher demonstrates the answer, not explain or translate.



Reading in the target language should be taught from the beginning of language instruction; however, the reading skill will be developed through practice speaking. As like in Audio Lingual Method, the reading rule is united with speaking where student is read a dialog and memories it, and than it is applied in speaking.
Reading in silent way method is most different method, because in this method student is not read a text, but the read color chart (a sign). It is need deeply thought. 


In suggestopedia method, student playfully reread the target language dialog out loud, as individuals or in groups. In the lesson we observed, three groups of student read part of the dialog in a particular manner, the first group, sadly, the next, angrily, the last, amorously.
Community Language Learning is not discuses about reading skill, because in community language learning student speaking, listening, writing from their voice record which was recording with tape recording.
Kumon is a new Method of teaching English, even though there is have same role with another methods. Kumon has similarity with direct method. The role of both of this method is directly showing the object to understanding lesson. As like show a picture directly or drawing a picture. In direct method student is guidance by a teacher, it different with Kumon Method. Student look the worksheet which was design with picture, so they can now the meaning of word while listen CD. In direct method the grammar is given step by step as like in Kumon Method grammar is given certain level.
 It is also in silent way the role both of Kumon Method and silent way, have similar in what is a teacher does. A teacher just give a worksheet and showing student activities, it same  in silent way which a teacher just point a color chart and show the material by gesture without saying anything. Both of these methods just give instruction to student without think of student straight and weakness. 
It is extremely different with suggestopedia, in this method give priority to comfortable environment and actives student. In this method student demand to be active, activities particularly recommended for this phase include singing, dramatizations, and games. It is contras with Kumon Method which student force to finish their worksheet perfectly. 

Community Language Learning Method, have similar with Kumon Method in the perspective of student that has boundless potential which a teacher consider not only  student’s feeling and intellect, but also have some understanding in relationship, physical reaction, their protective reaction and desire to learn. Community Language Learning it purse the student on self-learning teaching, in community language learning method the student must study by themselves. The student read a task, record it in tape-recording, and they listen to their own voice. But in community language learning, teacher is not correct student’s mispronunciation in any way, it is trough the teacher’s consistent manner of repeating the word or phrase clearly that the student self-corrects as he or she tries to imitate the teacher model. In other hand, in kumon method the teacher was correct student pronunciation after she or he listens from CD.
Every method has their strength and weakness, there is no perfect method. From the weakness of method it will motivate to improve new method which is better than before. In Kumon there are some weakness, perceive it in applying Kumon Method we must add the worksheet, do not force student to finish worksheet at a short time, more care about students’ strength and students’ weak.
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